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RECORD 


entituled in Latin: 


Ge 1 Romanorum, 


nf 
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pleaſant in reading, then pto- 
ficable in . 
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with ſome thing added, by R R. 


" ANCIENT "HISTORIES, 


| 7 Diſcout ling by ſundry exajniplak * 
for the aduaucement ot Vertue, and jw, 
the & handoning of Dice. No lefſe lis 


ow newly peruſed, and corrected, Mi 
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Mans Soule is dearely beloued of God her 
Father. And yer for ſundry good grace 


ſhee is tempted of the Diuell by three 
diuers mcanes, at three ſeveral] ages in WY 


o oF * y 


this mortal] life: if ſhe reſiſt and ourer- Pig * 


roo» 


come the ſame, ſhe is hereby adoptedto 5 1 : 


the fruition of Matrimoniall joy in he- 
ven, with Chriſt the Sonne of Cod. Ts 
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Thehrſt Hiſtorie. , - 10 


Rome a mighty Emperour 


„ 


+: 


1 , 


7 Ometimes there delt in 3 
9 2 5 
8 which had a fapze treature I 
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6 
law was made, that no man ſhould haue 
1 her fo wile extept he ce uld out-runne der, 
1. and fake her by [wifneſſe of tot. Jt befell, 
/ £38 that manp came ran with her, but could 
not onertake her. At the laſt there came a 
Knight named Pomeis, bnto her Father, 
$636; 4 and ſaid to him: My Lo2d,ifit pleaſe pon 
A fo gine me pour daughter to wife, J will 
. run with her. Chen laid ber father, there 
is a law made, that who ſo will haue ber 
fo wife muftficſt run with ber: and if hi 
onertake her not be ſhall loſe his head, and 
was ber overtake her, then ſhall A wed her ; 
ohim, 7 
3 And when the Empercur had told bim 
perili that might fall in the winning 
yer, the Knight boluntariip granted to 
9585 abide that ltopar dy. T hen ide knight pꝛo⸗ 
EE 5 uided him th;& bals of Gold ogainft the 
3 N NY ; xotining. And tohcn they had begunne to 
Ty "36 runner ait ile ſpace, the young Tad oners ⸗ 
Sv 1 then the Knight thzew fozth 
fir val! of Gold: and when 
ſaw the ball, her fiope? and. 
E it o and in the meane while he 
- Knighttgat betoze her, but that anatled | 
: en Ge perceined that;eran 5 -* 
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Geſta Romanorum, 
him againe. And then be tb2ew fo2th the 
ſecond hall of Gold, and ſhæ pes ac ths 
did befo2e and tote it vp, ond in thai while 
the Knight gat befoze her againe: which 
fhis poung Damſell ſ@ing, conſtrai 
ber ſelfe, and ravne ſo falt, that hee tlie 
bad him at a vantage againe , and was 
afoze him: now by that time they wert 
niah the marke where they ſhould abide, 
wherefoze the Knight thꝛew fo2th the 
third Ball befoze her, and like as che dad 
done befoze, ſhe oped downe fo take bp 
the Ball, and while ſhe was 2 the 
third Wall, the Knight gat befoze her, ans 
was firſt at the marke. And Jus Ms 
wonae, Ks 


The Morrall. 


Father of heaven, and by the Dam 
bnderſtwd De wilh we 
manp Diuels deſire fora and ) 
her though their ten ptals "ns 
withtandeth them mighfi 
cometh them. And wi 
7 their wozft, E map not 1 
de the bals of gold, and b. 
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The Hiſtorie of 


fo lap, in pouth, in manhod, and in old 
age. In pouth the Diuell caſteth the ball of 
Lecherie befv2e her, that is to ſap, the de- 
ſire of the fleſh : ncuertheleſſe fo; all this 
8 man ouercommeth the di⸗ 
I, by acknowledging of his ſinnes to 
God, by hearty repentante and amende⸗ 
ment of life. The ſecond ball is the ball of 


pzide, the which the Dinell caſteth to man 


in his manhod,that is to ſap, in his middle 
age: but this ball man oft times onercom- 
meth, as he did the firſt, but let him beware 
of the third ball, which is Couetoulnelle, 

that the Diuell caſteth to man in his old 
age, which is dzeadfull : fo2 ercept a man 
map ouercome this ball with the other 
{wo, be ſhall loſe his boneur, that is fs 
ſap, the Kingoome of heaven, Foz when 


a man bur nett in Couetoulneſle be thin- 
Rketh not on ghoſtly richcs ( fo2 euer his 


heart is (ct on wozldly gods) and reckon, 
eth not of pꝛayers no2 of well doing, and 
thus loſcth her dis heritage, to the which 


God hath bongbt bim with bis pꝛecious 


blond: vnto the which our Lozd Jeſus 
Chil vzing us all. 


The 
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As God Meals divers men divers cal. 
”,  lingsand eſtates of living in this world, 
ſo is euery man tryed by the rules of life 
and docti ine, u herher his practiſe agree 
with his prof ſſion, in — * ting himſelte 
without preiudice to others, wherein if 


ſonne the heavenly Father bath plan- 


life euerlaſting. 


The ſecond Hiſtoric: 


- Silacr with fige Red Reſes, This Em- 


; peronr had th# lonnes whom he loaes 


- much, de had alſo confinnatl warre With 


2 {off all his tempozail gods, except a 
de gane battcll to the ſame King of Egtpt, 
nertbelelle he obtained the dicozp, not, 


Geſta Romanorum. 3 


he ſo hold himſelfe content for ſucha 


ted a tree of heauenly treaſure in the 


| * 24 dwelt ſometime in Rome a wiſe 
and mightie Cmperenr named Aan 
; ſelme, which bare in his urmes a (hield of 


the King of Egypt: in the which wat hee 
* cfous tre, It foztuned after on a dap U 5 4 s. 
* wherein he was grieucully wounned Nt 5 


withllanding be har his deadly wound, 


dw HA men JJ vZJ2 oa i_ =+4% 
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The Hiſtorie of 


wherefoze while he lay at point of death, 
be called bnto him his eldeſt ſonne 4 ſaid ; 


Wo. My deare and welbeloned ſonne, all my 
48 tempozall riches 3 have ſpent, and almoff 
1 nothing is left me. except a pꝛectous tree, 


? * the which ſtandeth in the middeſt of mine 
Empire : J giue to the ail that is bader 
the earth and aboue the earth ofthe ſame 
[ fre. © mprenerent Father (quoth be) J 
ff E> thanke por much. 
Then ſaid the Emperonr, call ts m& 
my i cond ſonne. Anone the eldeſt ſonne 
greatip joping of his fathers gilt, called in 
dis bzother. And when he came the @mpe- | 
tour ſaid ; Pp deare ſonne (quoth be) 1 
may not make my teſtament, ſoꝛ as muß 
as J baue ſpent all mp gods, except a tre 
which Aandeth in mine Empire, of the 
which free J bequeath to ther ail that is 
great and ſmall, Then anſwered be and 
ſaid : My teuerent Father J tharize pou | 
miich. Then ſaid the Earperonr, call to 
me mp third ſonne , and ſo it was done. 
And when he was come, the Emperor 
ſaid : pp dente ſenne, J moſt vpe of theſe 
wounds, and 3 haue onely a pꝛecious free, | . 
of which Jhaue bequeathed thy Bꝛetbꝛen 5 


their W and de the A bequeath tby 
poz⸗ ! 
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Gefta Romanorum. 4 


po2tion : fo: J wil! that thou haue of the 
ſaid Zre all that is wet and dzy, Then 
ſaid his ſonne: Father A thanke pon. 

Sone after the Emperour had made 


- this bequeſt he dyed. And anone the eldeſt 


| Now when the ſecond ſonne 


ſonne ſhoztlp after toke ſeaſon of the tre. 
ard this, 
other, by 


be came to him, ſaying : 


what law oz title occupte pon this Tre? 


la — t ns 


this tifle:mp father gaue me all that is un. 
der the earth and abone of the ſaid 
reaſon therefoze this tree is mine 


knowing to th&e,quoththe ſecond 9 


be gane me all that is in bꝛeadth, length, a 
depnefſe of the ſaid tre, and thereio2e A 
daue as great right in the tr as pou, This 


ſaid: M wel belaued b;ethzen;itkehoveth 
pou not to frine fo2 this free; fo2 a8 U 
right have J in this treꝛ us ro. Fo2bythe 
law, ye wot, the laßt will and teſtament 
ought to ftand ; fo2 of truth he-gave mer 


ol the laid tr& all (hat is wet ang dh, 


and there koze the tre by right is 


ſoʒ as much as pour wozès are of are 


lozce 2 mine alis, my counſeli is that w 1 2 


be ſudged by reaſon;fop-it ande 


Deare brother (quoth he) F occupp it by © 


hearing the third fon he came to then and 


The Hiſtoric of 
commendable that any ſtrife oz diſſention 
ſhouſd be among vs. Here beſide dwellettz 


. a Ring ot realon, therefoze to auoid ſlrife, 
7 let bs goe bnto bim, and each of vs lap his 
1 right befoze him, and like as bc ſhall iudge 


1 let vs (fand to bis (udgement : tben aid 
1 bis bzethzen, this counſell is god, where» · 
foze they went all ther bnto the King ß 
Reaſon. and each of them leni rally (hew- 
eb kozth his right vnto him like as it is ſaid 
beloze. 
Aden the King had bear d the titles, de 
rebearles them all againe ſeutrallp, firſt 
ſaping to the eldeſt lonne thus ; Pan ſap 
-_ (quoth theKing) that thy father gane the 
All that is vuder the earth and abone the 
earth of the laid free, And to the lecond 
b:other he bequealhed all that is in bꝛodtb, 
length, and *pnefſe of that free, And ta 
the third bzother be gave al! that is wet 
and dp. 

And with tat he lald ide law to them, 
and laid that this Will ongbt to Rand, 
Now mp deere frienvsbziefelp J ſhall 
ſatiſfie all pour retueſts:and when he had 
thas ſaid, he turned him vaco the eldeft 
B:ather, ſaping: Pp deare friend, if pon 
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Geſta Romanorum, 


7 dogeth you to be letten blond of the right 
i arme. My Lo2d (quoth be) pour wilt ſhall 


5 


be done. Then the King called fozth a 
>= diſcreet Phyſitian, commanding dim to 
let dim blond. ; 
= . When the eldeſt lonne was thus letfen 
blond, the King ſaid fo them all thz@:Þp 
2 deare "friends (quoth ber) where is pour 
father burped 2 Then anſwered thep and 
ſaid: fozſwth my Lozd in ſuch a place, A- 
none the King commanded fo digge in the 
ground foz the body, and fo take a one 
 outofhisbzeſt,qe to bury the body againe: 
/ andſo it was done. And when the bone 9 
was taken out, tte King commanded that 3 
it would be laid in the blond of the clber \ 
bzother, and it ſhould ipe till it had recct- 
ned kindly the blond, and then to be laid 
in the Sunne and d2ped, and after that it | 
2 fhcold be wacht with cleare water: his 1 
ſeruants fulfilled all that he comme n- | 
ded: and when they beganne to wach, the 
| hob cleane awap. When the 
be iid fo the ſec nd ſenne, 
1 brhoneth that thou be lett n blovd as 
+ thy bzorher is. Then ſaid he, my Lozd, 
pour will ſhall be fulfilled ; and arcne t c 
* done vn to like as his bzother wer in 
all 


* 
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| | The Hiſtoric of 


all things, g when they began fo wach the 
bene. the b!oud baniſhed awap. Then laid 
the King to the third lonne, it behwueh 
ther to be letten blond line mite. He anſwe⸗ 
red, and ſaid: Mp L52d, it pleaſcth me 
well lo to be, When the ponngeſt brother 
pas leiten blond g done bnto in all things 
as his lb bꝛethzen were booze, then the 
I: #276 {ruants began to wach the bone, 
but neither foz waſhlig no2 rabbing 
last they doe away the blond off the 
bone hul it euer appcared bloudy, Ther 
lb Ning law this, he laid: It appeareth 
openly now that this blond is of the ne- 
tare 8fthe bone, thou art his irve lonne, 
and theſe ofher two be batards, 3 iudge © 
ther the tree ſoꝛ euermoꝛe. 


The Morrall, y 
Deare friends this Empergur is our 
Lo2d Jeſus Co3ift, which bare a ield of |} 
acer, with fire re Roſes, that i , bis | 
body that was fo lapʒe, ſo teare and moze 1 
radient then any ſ Iver, accozding to the 2. 
_ Plaimilt: Speciofus forma pre filijs ho- 
minum that is, be woes moze foire of hape 
then all the chüdꝛen or men. By the ius 
Roles we vnderizand his fine wr” F 
W 
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Geſta Romanorum. 92 


which be ſeffcred to: mankinde. And by 
- the King ot Egypt we vndetſtand the bis 


nell, againſt whom be fought ail the fime 

g 7 bis life, and at the laſt he was llaine f 
foz mankinde. Peuertheleſle beloze his 9 

death her made his teſlament to his the | 

lonncs. | 


By the firſt, fo whon! he gave of the 
trte all that was onder the earth eg aboue 
the earth we vnderſtand ſuch mighty men 
- und others of oll cſtates in this wozlv, as 
not content with their calling, ſerke ambi⸗ 
liouſlp the ſubuerſion of others, to mag- 

' kifie and cralt themſelnes. By the ſecond | 
ſonne, to whom he gave the trek inienath, "3 

+» bzcadthand depneſſe, we vnderſtand ſuch 
woꝛldly wiſe men in this woz{d, which in 
their lubtiltie attempt to winne 02 to loſe 
- all. By the third ſonne, to whom he gave 
dall that was wet and ey of the tree, wet 
vnderſtand enerp god Chziſtfan Prince, 
2 Noble-man, Pagiffrafe, 62 meancr per⸗ 
a | fon in every Common-wealih where(s- 
2 ever, which (eich wing all ambition and 
tonetouſneſſe) bholdeth bimfelfe content 
2 with the pꝛonidente of Cod, and in his 
own calling labopreth trelp fo doe god 


 Jonto all men; pea, though himſelle 
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The Hiſtorie of 5 
// foftaine iniuries ſutfring now ſolace, ben 
61 0 tare: now riches, then pouertie: and re 
{| cetue all this thankfollp to haue this pꝛe⸗ 
/ 4 cioug tree thus bequeathed, vnfo them, |: 
LEY This tre is the tre at Paradiſe, that is, 
| euetlaſting toy,which is giuen to bs all if 
we take it thankfally, This enery man 
obfaineth not, theretoze it behwneth them 
to goe bnfo the Bing of reaſon, that is, vn- 
to the Father of heauen that knoweth all 
things, The firlt ſonne was let blond, and 
in his biand the bone was lad. By this 
bone we ſhall vnderſtand our ſtrong faith 
in Chꝛilis merits. And by the bloud, the 
linely and kruitiuil ſap af god wozks p2o- | 
ceding out of the ſame, which are rare 
things to be found in thoſe that ſ&%e their l. 
dwne p2iuate gaine, which when they are 
let b!oud by the ſharpe lance of Gods iu- 
Nice, though it be ſtabliſhed with dinine | 
p2edication, and made dꝛy with the Sun 
of outward pzofcſion, pet being waſht 
wild the water of ſwelling pꝛide, malice, 
enup,+ſuchother,then the faith in Chaiſts 
merits, is as though wer had not receiued 
it, and the lioclp and fruitiull ſap of god 
wozksbhathno power to tarry bpon4t, but 
baniſheth awap. Aad thus fareth- if 22 


x 


| eſe other two, the — and ſecond ſons : 
but the third ſonne being contrary bnto 
"the other in pꝛofeſſion and pzacile of life 4 
manners, be he Bagiſtrate oz meane per- 
ſon, the bone of ſuch a perſon will euer be 
Arme of faifh in bimſelfe and towards 
others, from ſuch a mans bone the blond 
of linelp fruits, to himſelfe and all others 
7 | on will neuer be waſhed away 
With ſhe water of wzetchedneſſe. But the 
"mno3ze it is dzped in ſhe Sunne of true try⸗ 


D;en of God, of whom our Lo2d ſpeaketh 
thus: Tee which haue forlaken all thin gs 
For me, All, that is, ye that bane — 
he will of finne, ſhall receiue an hundred 
imes more, that is, ye ſhallnof onelp res 
Telve the tri of Paradiſe, bat alſo the he⸗ 
ritage of heanen, Theſe other two are ba⸗ 
tards, becanſe what they pzomiſed in 


zerefoze hat that deſtreth to obtaine the 
yes of heauen maſt abide tedfaſtly in the 
zofe ſſion e pzadiſe of god life and man⸗ 
Hers, and then by Cbꝛiſt he ſhall obtaine 
the tr of paradiſe. Unto wich he bing 


, wa lineth Fraſgneth {oz * 
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5 Al the better it is. Such are the true chil⸗ 


ſheir Baptilme,they w20ught all the cone 
ſrary, thzough their wickes living. And 


—— PT. 


8 Where her pong was. But when ſhe law 


The Hiſtorie of 


T he Argument. 


God ſo loued ſinſull man, that hee (ent his 


onely begotten Sonne to redceme him 
out ofthecaptiuitie of the world, to reſt 
with him in the ioyes of heauen. 


The third Hiſtorie. 


N Rome there dwelt lometime a no | 
ble Emperour named Diocleſian, ws 
abone all wozlolp god, loved the vertue 
of Charitie.Whereſo2e he deſired greatly | 
fo know what fowle loued her Bird bell, 
fo the intent that be might thereby grow | 
to moze perfect Charitie. At foztuned after | 
bpon a dap, that this Emperovr walked 
to the foʒxeſt to take his diſpozt, whereas 
be found the neſt of a great Bird (called 
in Latin Struthio Cameli, in Engliſh an 
Oiſtredge) with her pong the which pong 
Bird the @mperour fotze with him, and 
cloſed her in a beſſell of glaſſe. Che Dom 
of this little bird followed bnto the Em⸗ 
perours Pallace, and flew. into the Þ 


her pong, and could meren — 
get het out, de returned againe to th 


2 Geſta Romanorum; $ 


reſt, and abode there thz& dapes, and at 

the loſt thee came againe to the Pallace, 

bearing in her mouth a Moꝛzme called 

1s rThumare: and when ſhe tame where her 

m pong one was, lhe let the wozme fall vp, 

bn the glaſſe, by bertue of which Wiozmeg 

lde glalle brake; and the pong one fle 

-fozth with her dam. UWhen the Emperdur 

lab this, ber p2aileo much the dam of the 

Bird, which labourcd ſo diligently 10 de⸗ 
liner ber pong. 


The Morrall. 

/ Heare friends, this Emperdur is the 
Father of Beaucn, which greatlp loueth 
them that lie in p*rfect lone and charity. 
Tyis little bird taken from the fozreſt,and 
cloſed in the glale;was Adam dur foze-fas 
ther, which was exiled ont of patadiſe, and 
put into the glaſſe.that is, dell. This heas 
ring the dam of thc bird that is, the Son 
of God, he deſcendcd from beanen, bao 
the fozreſt of the wozld, and liued there 
tbꝛe dapes; bearing with bim a UWozwe, 
at is, man dd, acco2ding to the Pſal- 
ul Ego ſum vermis, & non homo: that 
4 a wo2me and na man Tbis man 
llaine among the Jewes, of whoſe 
B 3 blond 
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The Hiſtorie of | 
bloud the veſſell eternall was bzoken,and H 
tbe Bird went ont, that is, Adam went 
fozth with his mother the Sonne of God, 
and flew to heauen, 


The Argument. 


A cleane ſpirit and vndefiled ſoule is the 
Daughter of God, ſo deare vnto him, 
that he beſtowes her not v pon the rich 
man wanting wiſedome, but vpon the 
poore man that is wiſe and liueth in his * 
fcare, which if ſhee haue at any time 
tranſgreſt by frailtie of fleſh, then ſee- 
keth ſhe for recouery of her health by 
the medicine of amendement of life : Bs 
ſuch a ſoule ſhall be eſpouſed to Chriſt, K 


and live with him in the world to come 
euerlaſtingly. 


The fourth Hiſtorie. 


Ometime dwelled in Nome a wezihy 
Emperour and a wiſe, which bad a 

fapze daughter, and a gratiaus in tbe ſight 
ofenery man. This Emperour bethought 
bim on a dap, to whom he might gine his 
danghter in marriage, reaſoning thus: 39 
Al I giue mp daughter to — 1 


Geſta Romanorum. 9 


he be a fole, then ie ſhe loſt, buf i J ging 
her to a poze man and a wiſe, then may 
he get his lining byhis wiſcdome, | 
There was at that time dwelling in the 
Citie of Rome, Philoſopher named So- 
Efates, poe and Wiſe, which came fo the 
Fa and ſaio : Pp Lo2d be not diſs 


eaſed though J put fozth my petſtion 
foze pour MHigbneſſe. The Emperour 
nid: ſpeake on. Then ſaid Socrates: My 
Loꝛo, pe haue a daughler whom 7 deſire 
aàboue all things, The Empetourenſwe⸗ 
red and ſaid: Pp friend, 3 ſhaſlgine ider 
, np daughter to wife,vponthis condition, 
that tt che dye in thy lello wihip after that 
, the is eſpouſed to the, thou ſhalt without 


' Doubt loſe thy head; Then laid Socrates} 
, Spon this condition J will gladlp fake her 
mp wife. The Emperour hearing this, 
alled all the Loses 4 Dfafes of bis Em- 
ire, and made a great feaſt at their wed. 
ding. And aſter the feaſt Socrates led home 
is wife to his owne houle, where-thep 

ed in peace and bealth long time, But 
St the laſf this Emperours daughter lick ⸗ 
d fo death, When Socrates perteiued 


tu what Gall I doe, and whither ſhall J 
3 fly, 
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is he (aſd tobimſelfe : Alas and woe is 
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fipe, if the Emperours danghtcr that is 
mp wife thould-die - And fo2 ſozrow this 
Socrates went to a fozreft there dane am 
"8 wept bitterlp. 
ki / Zhen while he thns wept and moyrs 
112 ned, there came an aged man haning a 
7 fraffe in his hand, and askcd him wby de 
1 mourned. Socrates anſwered and ſaid: J A 
eſpenſed the @mperours daughter vpon 
this condition, that il ſhe dyed in my fel ⸗ 
lowſhip, Jſhopld loſe me life : now ſhe 
is (ickned tothe death, and J can finde na 
remedy nos help, and ſhereſa2e J mourne. 
Then ſais the old man: Be of god com- 
fo2t,fo2 Yſhall help pon, if ve wil bor al 
ter my counlell. In this ſoꝛteſt be 1h76 
dearbs, if you make à dziuke of the firſt 
lo pour wife: and ofthe other tive a plat, 
ſter, and if pe vie this medicinall dʒink and 
plaiſter in due time, without doubt ſht 
hall recouer ber perle health. Socrates 
-folfilled all as the old man had taught bim. 
And when his wife had vſed a while tha 
meditinall d:inke and plaiſter, within 
ſhazt time ſhe was perfealy wbole of a 
ber ſickneſſe,, And when the Emperont 
heard that Socrates had ſo retouered his 
wilt, de pzomoted him to 1 W 
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RL ozd Jeſus Chil, his daughter ſo fapze 
and ſo gracions is the ſoule, made to the 
- imVitude of God, which is full giozious 
in the ſight of him & of bis Angels, while 
that ſhe is nat defiled, but abideth in her 
obne pzoper cleanneſle. This ſoule God 
would not giue it to a rich man, but to 
da peze, that is, a man that is made of the 
lime of the earth | 

| This Socrates is a paze man,fo2 why 


this wbzid from bis mothers belly, and 
| es bis ſonle in wedlecke 


p 7 every man | 
bpon ſuch condition, that if ſhe dye in his 


be hall loſe eternal lie. T herfoꝛe © thou 
inan,ff toy wite ſicken fo th:ovgb fralltie 


of fleſh bnto fin; dos then as Socrates did 
hoe vnto the fozreff, that is, the Church of 


T With a Haste, that is, a diſcreet Pzearbcr, 
| fobich hall miniſter vnto thi theſe 176 
I hearbs, whereof map be confected the mes 
dicine of thy reconerp bnto health. hs 


firſt hearbe is achno wit ol ſinne: the 
B 4 * - ſecond 


Deare friends, this ©mperoor is our 


© enery man commeth poꝛe and naked into 


„ fellowſhip by deadly ſin, without doubt 


.Chaift,e thou ſhalt ande there an old man 


God. If thele Dearbs be vſed (n-plaiſter, 


Gmc 
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The Hiſtorie of | 


ſetond is Repentance : and tbe third is, 4 
newneſle of life; accozding to the will of . 


the ſinner without doubt Call receive dis 
health, and his loule ſhall be delivered | 
from ſinne, and by all right de hall hane 
uerlaſting lite. Cinio Wr 4 
our Loi Jeſus. 175 al adi} 68 


The Argument, "4 > 
Many fooliſh Ideots of the world, which f 
flow in abundance of worldly wealth 
and pomp, thinking they ſhall liue here 
alwayes, are laboured vnto by the prea- 
chers of Gods word, and admoniſhned 
"of their momentarie felicitics, and to 
prepare themſelues, in beſtowing well 
their ſhort time here, to enioy 5y che blef- ; 
ſingsof re en 0 
to come. 


The ffe Hiſtorie. , 


metimt there raigned in Rome a 
p Emperour and a wile; named If 
Deren, bad — — 

hom be loued- much. Emperour 3 
(when he lap at point of death a 


=- | . / | f 


33 
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4 
dim his Sonne and ſaid: Deare ſonne, 4 
| Jane a ball of gold which J giue th bpon 
ny bleſſing that thou anon affer my death 
1 
1 
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alt gine it to the berpeſt fole- thou can(f 
e. Then ſaid bis ſon : Py L02d;withs 
1 ant doubl pour will ſhall be fulfilled, Anon 
| - pong Lozd after the death of his fa⸗ 

ther, went and ſought menp reaimes,ond 
und many retchlefſe ſoles, but becauſe 
de would (atiifie his father will, be longht 
Al be came to a realme where the law was 
1 ſuch, that euery peare a new King was 
1 #boſen, who has the ruling of the realme 


12 was depoſed, and exiled into an Jland, 

ere he finiſhed: his life. 

| Tuben the Emperours Sonne came to 
his realme, the new king was choſen with 

great honour, and bzougbt vnts bis Re- 

ul ſeate with much Puſicke. and _ 


I 
) 
[9 
1 


reuerente. And when the 
(alu that, he came bntg 
bim recerently ſaping: Pr L 63d, los J 
us vnto you this ball of gold on my ſa⸗ 
rs behalte. Then laid hie J Y ſhe 


Jon one peate onely, and at the peares en? 


Emperours ſon 
him, and ſaluted 


Jell me the cauſe wh enen . 


' 
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* that J ould give this'ball fo the moll , 
fole that J could finde:wherefoze J haut 
ſought manp Realmes, and haue fend f 
many feles, but a moze fole then ib J | 
neuer found: fo2 it is not bnknowne to 
the that thorn ſhalt raigne but a pere, ant 
at the pteres end thon (halt be exiled inte 1 
ſach a place, whereas then ſhalt dye ami- þ 
1 
L 


lerabla death, wherefoze J hold thee foꝛ the 
molt fole that euer J found, ſoz as much 
as fo; the Lozdſhip of a pere thou wilt 
fo wilfully loſe thy ſelfe: and there oe 1 
gine ther this ball. T ben laid thc King, 
without doubt thou ſaiſt truth, and there / % 
foze while J am now in full power of this | 
Realme,J will ſend befoze me great trea | 
face, whercwith J map ſuſtaine my ſelſe 9 
ons a miſerable death, when J Gall be Zh 
downe. And ſo this was 

eres end When he was 
peace, and dyed al, 
ST 


fera godventh. 
The Wann 
Deare friends, this Emperour is the! 

| Fatherof Yeanen, the which bequeathed | 
the ball, that is, wozldlp riches to foles 2 
and ideots, who (anonr nothing but oy | 
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| "is earthly. This Emperours Honne is a 
zeacher oz diſcreet Piniſter, that trauel- 
b about to many Realmes and Lands, 
to ſhew vnbelcuing men and fwles their 
perill. Tbe Realme whercin no King 
might raigne but a pear is the world. Foz 
who ſo livethan handzed peares, when be 
dpeth he ſhall ſeeme fo haue lived but the 
ſpace of an houre:therefo2e do as the King 
did, while ye be in power of life,ſend befoze 
pour treaſure, that is, firme faith in 
Aſts merits. c the fruits of Gods won 
— from the ſame. Chen certainiy 
when we be exiled out of this wozld, wa 
zall live in peace, and ſhall finde the mer; 
ty of God plentifully, whereby we ſhall. 
obtaine eternall life. Ante which bzing vs 
be that foz vs thed his pꝛettous blond. 


j The Argument. 
„ 


we euill diſpoſed men of this nag ars 
here aduertiſed of their greedy griping 
after the ſweet temptation of the dwell, 
wherein ſuch do reioyce til death com- 
meth ſodainely vpon them, and then 
3 they fall into the horrible pit of deſo- 


late darłneſſe due to their deſerts. 
The 
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The ſixt Hiſtorie, 4 


locleſian rafgned in the city of Nome. 5 
in whoſe Empire dwelt a noble Þhi/ in 
loſopher,who by his Art ſet bp an 7 — a 
in the midſt of the Citie of Rome, which ga 
Image ſtretched ont his arme, and due n 
fo:zmoſt finger, whereupon ſtod this Po⸗ a 
ſep w2itten in Latin: Percute Hie, Strike thi 
here, This Image after the death of the goj 
Philoſopher ſtod a long fime, and many gy 
great Clarkes came fo2to read the ſo pers 
ſcription that was on the finger, but none 
|  bnderffod(f,wherſo2sthe people wondzed 

much. At laft,a long time after,there came g 

a range Clarke out ofa farre countrey, y 

and when be (aw the Image he read the 
luperſeription, Strike here. And then vpon 
a day when he ſaw the ſhadow of the 
hand, be foke a mattocke, and bꝛake bp! 
the ground bnder the hand where the ſha⸗ m 
dow was, acco2ding fo the bnderſtanding 
of the ſuper ſcription, and anon be found 
an honſe all of Marble bnverneath the 
ground, wherein he entred, and came into ' 
an hall, wherein he found ſo much riches, 
fo many Jewels, and ſo great maruels,as 
he neuer ſaw befoze, And at n, Kr 


perth 
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[aww a fable ready couered and all manner ; 
 ofthings neceſſary thereto ſet thereupen. 
Pe further beheld, and ſaw a Carbuncle 
| in tbe dall that lighted all the houſe. And 
' againſt this Carbuncle on the other ſive, 
fwd a man holting a bow in bis hand, 
and an arrow ready to ſhof, The Clarke 
maruelled much when be law all theſe 
' things, and thought in himſelfe, if that I 
tell this fozth there will no man bel@ue 
' me, and therefoze J will haue ſomwhat of 
that gods in token thereof, And with 
jat he ſaw a knife of gold bpon the table, 
ze which he toke and would haue put in 
s boſome, but anon the Archer ſmots 
Carbuncle and bꝛake it,wherewith the 
Whole bouſe was ſhadowed and made 
ke. And when the Clarke perceined it, 
e wept moſt bitterly, fo2 heknew no wap 
get out, fo2 as much as the honſe was 
Made darke through the bzeaking of the 
arbancle. And that darkneſſe abode fill 
ever after. And ſo finiſhed the Clarke 
3 life there in that darknelle. 


0 The Morrall. 

2 Deare friends. this Image thus fans 
Nag is the Dinell, which ſaith 2 4 
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map get the vanities of this wozld ; and 


lapes watch againſt man to lap him, The 


oftentimes he dpeth. Tberefoze ſtudy wer 


The Hiſtorie of 


Strike here, that is, ſeeke after earthly ti 
ches, and not fo2 deauenp treaſure. This 
Ciarke that digged with the mattocke, bes 
fokeneth the wozldlp wiſe men of this 
woꝛld, as ſome euill diſpoſed pleaders of 
the law, cratty Atturnies, and other wic⸗ 
ked wo2lditngs that be euer (miting,what 
bp right, and what by wꝛong, lo that they 


in beir (miting they tinde great wonders, 
that js, they finde therein the delights of 
th? wozld, wherein manp men retopce. 
Toe Carbuncle that gioeth light, is the 
pouth of man, which giveth hardinefſe to 
fake their pleaſure in wozlolpriches.Tbe 
Archer with his arrow is Death, wbich 


Clarke that toke vp the knife, is euerp 
woꝛldly man that coueteth euer to haue all 


things at his will. Death (miteth the cars 


buncle, that is, the pouth, ſtrength, and 
power of man, and then lyeth be wzappch- - 
in darkneſſe of ſinne, in which darknelle 


to flpe the woꝛld and her vaine delights, 
and then we ſhall be ſore to win euerlaſt⸗ 
ing life, vnto which woe Jeſus bzing bs 
all. Amen. ie 


Geſta Romanorum. 


The Argument. 


Wee are here generally put in minde, that 
the diuell belieging the world, our cham- 
pion Chriſt Telus is ready to take our 
quarrell in hand, who defending and ſa- 
uing vs from the inuaſion and citcum- 
uention of Sathan, is yet accurſed ſor 
vs as a tranſgreſſor, and is content to 
ſuffer death for our full iuſtification. 


The ſeauenth Hiſtorie. 


N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em⸗ 

perdur named Titus, who 92dapned in 
his dapes ſuch a Law, that what Knight 
dyed in his Empire ſhould be burped in 
his armonr, and whoſoever pꝛelumed tg 17 
ſpoile any Knight of his armour after ha 
was dead, ſhould dye without any gatne- 
ſaying. It befcll after within few peares, 
that a Citie of the Empire was befieged 
of the Emperonrs enemies, and was in 
danger of loſing,foznone that were in the 
Citie could defend themſelnes by any. 
manner of policte,wheretoze great ſozrew 
and lamentation was made thzoughout - 


the cite 


T2TIC), © 
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But at lad, within few dayes, thers 
tame to the Citie a young Knight, well» | 
y ſauoured, and valiant in feates ołf armes, 
| whom the wozthp men of the Titi behols 7 
| 3 ding, and bnderſtanding his pꝛowelle, erp ⸗ 
. ed with one voyte: O thou moſt noble 
* Knight, we beleech thee to heip bs now at 
* dur moſt nerde, lo pou map ſe this Citis 
is like to be loſt. Then he anſwered and 
ſaid: ſirs. ve ſe J haue no armour, but i! 
J bad, 3 would defend pour Cttie, by 
This hearing a mightie man of the Ci⸗ 
fic, be ſaid to him ſecreiip. Str, here was 
- ſometime a valiant Knight, who now is 
dead and burpes within this Citie, and it 
it pleaſe pou to fake bis armour, pte map 
defend this Citie, and deltuer vs from pe- 
rill, and that will de honour bnto pou, and 
pꝛofit onto the Empire. 
The poung Knight bearing this, went 
fo the graue and arraped himſelfe with 
the armour, and after much fight obtap⸗ 
ned the bictozp and deliuercd the Citie. 
Which done, he lad the armonr againe in 
the graue. But there were ſome men |, 
Citie who enuyed him becanſe be has 
dbtained the bico2p, and accuſed him to 


the Judge, ſaping thus: S(r, a law was 
| made 
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This pong Knight found a 
bt andtoke awap his armour, 


= therefoze J beſeech the that thoa proceed 


m ide Kam againf him withequitie ang 
tuſtice, in giuing him ſeuere puniſhment 


that hath oſtended the Law. When the 


5 Juſtice heard this, de made the Kotghtto 
be taken : and when he mas examined of 
this his treſpalle againſt the Law, he (aid 


thus: Sir, it is w2itten in the Law that of 
two harmes the leaft is to be choſen, It 
is not tnknowne to pon that this Citie 


was in periil to be loſt, and had J not ta⸗ 
ken this armeur, 4 bad nepiher ſaued pou 


no the Citie, therefoze me thinkes port 
dught rather to honopume loz this god 
deve that J daue done, then thus ſhames 
fully to repꝛoue me: fo2 Jam led as bd 
that is ready to be hanged. Alſo god ſirs, 
another thing q map alledge fo2 my excuſe, 
be that feateth o2 robbeth biolently, pur⸗ 
poſeth-not to reffoze the thing which b& 
ſtealeth: but it is not thus with mer, ſoz 
though J foke the armour of the dead 
Kni« ht fo2 pour defence + ſafegard, when 
A bad obtained the bicoꝛp, 3 bare it again 
C 'o 


15 
made by the Emperor, that whoſocuer 
— * anp dead Knight of his armonur 


Suu. 
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| ts theſame place, and ſo the dead Unighyt le 
ng, his bythe Law. * 
Then ſaid the Juſlice, a b that that 
bꝛeaketh a houſe that hee may ; 
beere away ſuch as be can finde,q though g 
her bzing agsine that ber bath taten, 1 
aſtze st tha i that the bzeaking ol the hole 
be law tall oꝛ not: The Knight anſwered: 
ſometime the bꝛeaking of the houſe may 
be god, Whereas it is made in a feeble 
place, which would canſe the maſter ofthe 
bouſe to make his wall ſtronger, that the 
* therues after bꝛeake not by ſoꝛte ſhe wals 
8 lo iigdttp, lo; auopding of moze harme. 
FT ben laid the zuſlice, it the bꝛeaking 
2 of the bonſe be god, nenerthelcfle, in that 
bꝛesking biclence is done to the Lozd of 
the houſe. And lo b thou didſt reſloze 
the armour ol tha dead Knight, neverthes 
le ſle thou didſt wong fo the dead Knigbt 
in taking awap his armeur. The Knight 
ſaid, 3 haue fold porn that of two harmes 
the leaſt is to be choſcn ; and that hat me 
Bhere-thzongh gicat godneſſe commeth, 
gaght nat fo be called harme,but it ſhould 
rather be called god, Fo2 ifan bouſe with 
in the Citie were on fires began to burns, 
il were better that thz& oe; foure houſes 


therebp 


& 
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wi | {hereby onld be th:owne to the ground, 
© then that thep ſhenld be ſet on fire alſo, 
N woöereby all the Citie ſhould be burned: 
rights, it the armonr of the dead Bright 
of had not bene tahen, the Citie had biene 
lolt. 1 
And when toe Judge heard that he an⸗ p 
- C(wered {6 well and ſo reaſo;tablp,he could 4 
- give nojudgement againſt him. But thep 
” Who had accuſed this Bnight, New bim: 
> fo2 whoſe death there was great weeping 
' t2oughout all the citte. and his body was F 
honcarably burped in a nc tombe. | £4 


The Morrall. 
Deare kriends, this Emperonr is the | 
” Father of Heauen, and this Citie is ie 
woꝛld which is beſieged of the diuell and 
© Deadlpſin, and as many as were within 
the Citie were all in perillto be loſt. This 
pong night that came fo the Citie, is un, r 
Loꝛd Jeſus Chiſt, who had nat thoars 
monr df humanitte till de went tothe 
grave, that is, the wombe ofthe gli + 
Uirgin Mary by the annunciation of the 
Angeb laping: The holy Gholtſhall ligne 
in thee, &c, Loe, thou ſhalt conceiue, ang 
beate a Sonne. And 2 the v 


ar 
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tbe Uirgin.he toke the ar mour ot the dead 

night, that is, the manb@ed of Adam cur © 
koꝛ c father, and ſaved the Citie, that is. the 
woꝛld and mankinde, by his bleſſed paſſi⸗ 
on that he (offered on the Croſſe, and hir 
put the armour againe info the graue, 
when his bleed bodp was burped, but 
the citizens enuied him, that is, the Jewes 


fer lum thus thou art not Cæſars friend: 
we haue a lau, and after the lau hee ought 
to dye, Iohn 19. 12. And thus our Lozd 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt ot his enemies was con- 
demned to the death of the Croſſe,and al 
ter aſcended dy to heauen , whither hz 
bzing bs all. Amen. IF 


The Argument, 


The fornication of wicked wordly men is 
here detected by the providence of God, 
and by his gracious fauour the (inner is 
deliuered out ot the thraldome of ſi:ine, 
vnto the libertie of life euerlaſting. 


The eight Hiſtorie. 


83 Here ratgned ſometime in Nome a 
mighty Emperour and a wiſe, named 


Betolde, 


accuſcd him to Pilate, faping : If thou ſuf- 
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Betolde, who oꝛdapned a law, bat what 
woman was taken in adulterp, her hul⸗ 
band being altace, Che Chon!d be caſt info 
perpetuall pꝛiſon. There was that time a 
Muight that had a fapze Lady fo bis wife, 
who committed adulterp her huſband be- 
ing aliue, and was with childe, theretoze 
by the Jaw ſhe was put in pꝛiſon, whers 
in ſhozt time ſhe was delin.ced ol a fapze 
oF Sonne. The childe grew bp till be was 
ſeauen peares old, and his mother daily 
wept bifterlp : which when the chude 


beard, be ſaid to her, mother, why top! + 


pe thus: and foz what canſe.are pon thus 
; perplexed? Then ſaid his Moſher: Om 
(wet Son, J haue great cauſeſs mourne, 
'? and thou alſo, foz abouc dur heads are 
people walking, and the Sunne thineth in 

tleareneſſe, and me be here continually in 
3 ſach darkne ile, that can neyther le ther 
no thou me. Alas that ever 7 tonceiued 
the. Then laid the Sonne loch ioy as pon 
ſpzak of J neuer ſaw,fo2 J was bozne here 
in this darkneCe,therefoze if J had meate 
and dzinke enough, J would live here all 
wp life: therefoze mother wepe not, but 
be cheare fall. This lamentation bat was 


nen, the motber and the len thr Em⸗ 
C3 deren 
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peronrs fteword heard, that fwd abtue 


their heads,whercof hr had great compa(, 
ſion,and went tothe Emperour, and kne&e- 
ling 'beſought him of his Gzace, that the 
mother and the ſonne might be delinercd 
out of pꝛilon. The Emperour as a merct- 
full Lozd granted that thep ſhould be des 
liuered. Neverthelefle,if they treſpaſſedſo 
in time to come, thep ſhould be puniſhed 
with double paine. And after ſhe was deli + 
uered ſhe dyed topfally. -F 


The Morrell. 4 

Deare friends, this Emperonr is the 
father of heaven that mate this law, that * 
what married woman,tbat is, what ſonle 
that is eſpouſed to ſhe Loꝛd, and doth com- 7 
mit.adultery,that is, doth woꝛſhip range 7 
Gods,ſhould be caſt into the pziſon ol hell, 
therefo2e the ſinfoll ſoule hath great canſe 
to weepe, fo2 ſhe& is debarred from light, 
that is, ſcom the ioyes of heauen. Yer fon 
that delired meate and dzinke, are the 
wealthy wicked wozldlings, that (ay to 
tbe Pꝛeachers that pꝛeach bnto them the 
ioyes of hzauen, that while we map line 
and haue all the ſolace of the wozld, wee 
den wo n The Ms tdat 
aq | 


| ſight or knowledge in Gods word, ſup- 
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Heard their lamentation is eur L020 Je⸗ 
1s, who knowing all the pzimitice of our 
IG and rrpentant hearts faz oor 
Annes, beſongbt the father of Heanen (2 
bs, that we might be deltyercd from the 

pꝛiſon of ſinne, and ſo come to euerlaſting 


ne. Gato Which be bzing vs all. Amen. 


| The Argument. 
4. 
chen vroclaimeth the ioyfullfcalt of hea- 
uen, where to the lame that is, the poore 
Preachers of the Golpell, hauing their 


ported by the blinde Laytie, and each 
mutually comforting other, they ap- 

proach vnto the proc laimed feaſt Of 

perpetuall felicitie, 


The ninth Hiſtorie, 


Ometime in Nome dweit an Cn1pes 
tour named Pompey, who aboue all 
other things was mercilull. This Empe⸗ 
_ rour pzoclaypmed thzonghout all his Em⸗ 
pire a great feaſt, and that poꝛe and rich 
Gonld come fo the feaſt : and whoſocacr 
tame to that feaſt ſhould not onelp be well 
_ but alla her ſhould hene great gifts. 

C4 Wiss. 
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then the Merauld had warned all 7 
manner of men fo come to this feaſt, at 
that time there were two poꝛe men ping 1 
by the wap, the one being lame, and the - 
pther blinde. Alas 4 woe to bs both haw 
ſhall we doe foz the Emperour hath pꝛo⸗- 
claimed a ſeeſt, and whoſoever commeth 
thither,ſhall not onely be well fed, but alſo 
hall haue great gits, end J am blinde, x 
thou art lame, bo ſhall we doe ? Then 
ſaid the lame man to the blinde man, 3 
(hall glue the god counſell, it thou wilt da 
after ni, I am lame and teble, and may 
not goe, neuer thele ſſe J can (&, and thou 
art blinde but ſtreng: take thor me vpon 
top backe g beare me, and J ſhall dire the 
the tight way and thus we ſhal both come 
fo the Emperours feaſt. Then ſeid the 
blinde man, let it beſo : get thou on my 
back, and J ſhalibeare the, and guide thou 
me, and is thep did, gq came both fo feaſt, 
and received great rewards: and alter 
ended (heir kues in peace. 


The Morrall. 
Deare friznds, this Emperour is our 
Saulour Jeſu Chziſt, that pꝛoclaimeth a 
feaſt, that is,the ioyes of Wann 
8 whic 
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>= which iopes bee calieth all mankinde, and 
f * foz(akethnoman that will come vnto him. 
Tbis lame man betokeneld the pwꝛe mi- 
= niſters ot the Goſpell, whi-b wanting 
wozlvly weaith liue bp the p2anidence of 
God. And this blinde man betolencth the 
Lap - men, who know not the right wap 
to beanen. At behoneth the blinde men, 
that te, the Lay-men, fo beate the lame 
men, that is, tbe Piniſters of the Goſpell, 
ſudaining and f&oing them with the du⸗ 
ties of the Church: and the Miniſters in 
Gods cauſe are bound to teach and fo in- 
foꝛme vs in the wap fo heaven, whereas 

e ſhall not onely haue a feaſt, but alſo 
eat reward and top, Unto which God 
zing bs all, Amen. 


© Uu, 


The Argument. 


Heauen and Hell are here compared to 
two Cities, to theſe Cities are tuo con- 
trary wayes: to heauen( v hich is the Ci- 
tie of all heauenly treaſure and felicitie) 
is a narrow, crooked, craggy, and panm- 
full way, having three enemies, the Di- 
nell, the World, andthe Heſh. To Hell 
being the Citie or ſinłke of forrow po 


The Hiſtoric f 
ſadneſſe) a fayre way, broad, plaine and 
eaſie, hauing three guides, that is, Pride 
of life, Couctouſnelſc of the eyes, and 
Concupiſceuce of the ficth.” a 


The tenth Hittorie. 


Dmetime in Rome dwelt an Enpe- 
raur named Folliculus, who was verp 
wiſe and merciſull in all his wozks. This 
Emwperoar builded in the Caſt a noble 
Citte, wherein her put all his freaſure to 
be kept. Unto this Tifte the wap was ſto⸗ 
ny, full of bzambl:s and Garpe thoznes, 
and thze Knights were armed readp fo 
fight with them that would come ko that 
Citie. Therefoze the Empecrour oꝛdained 
that whoſoener onercame thele Kniabts 
ſheuld enter tte Ciffe,and take at his will 
ef the Cmperours treaſare. After that, 
this Emperour did make in the Noztha 
Citie, wherein he o2dained all manner of | 
paine, ſozrow; and fozmenting foz\males - / 
facto28, to which was a bzoad way berp 
delectable,growing foll of Roſes and faite 
Lillies e in that wap were thze Knights, 
ener wapting if any man came towards 
the Cilie of the Nozth, to ſerve him with 
ne manner of delicates and — 
| WHon. 
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nilion. And if it foztuned thal any man 
did enter within that Citie, the cuſtome 
Re ſuch, that the people woald binde 
dim hand and fwte, and caſt him inta p3t- 
(on, thcre to abide the ſentence of the 
Judge. ; 

When this was crped thzonghout all 
the Empire, there were two Knights 


__.- dwelling in one Citie, one named lona- 


thas, who was a wiſe man: the other cal- 
led Pirchus, who was a fole,nenerthelefle 
there had continued be(weene them great 
- lone, This lonathas ſaid fo Pirrhus, 
deare friend, there is a common cry made 
thzoughout all lands, {hat the CEmperour 
bath made a Citis in the Caſt, wherein he 
bath put his treaſure, and whoſoever may 
enter that Citie ſhall take what her will 


blthe trealure, therekoꝛe let vs goe thither, 
Then laid Pirrhus thy Counſell is gam, 
let bs goe. The wile Knight laid, if if 


be lo that thou wilt follow mp tounſell, 
J p2av the that faithfoll friendſhip may 
continue betwe&ne vs, and in token cf 
lone then Galt dzinke my blond, and 1 
will dzinke thine, en this condition; that- 
nepther of bs leave other 1 this tournep, 
The _ Knigþt ſaid, it , 
q 


SURHO,, 
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blond. Then this mas done, they went 


loꝛth together on their tournep, and when 


| they had gene thꝛe daies idurnep toward 
the Cifte where the treaſure was, they 
tame to a place where were two wapes, 
one was (harp, ſtonp, and fall of tones: 
the other was faire, plaine, and full of de⸗ 
kahts. Then ſaid the wile night to his 
kenow : deare friend, here are two wapes, 
one charpe and thoznp, neuertheleſſe if we 
goe this wap, we ſhall come fo the Citie 
that iso rich. and there we thall haue that 
we deſtre. Then (aid the foliſh Knight to 
bis fellow. J wonder greatly at pon, that 
por will ſpeake ſach things: fo2 J will ras 
ther belteue mine eyes then pour woꝛds J 
ſer here openlp, and ſo doe pou, that here is 
a hard wap and full ot thoznes, and as 3 
haue heard, there be th:& Champions ar- 
med in this wap, readp to fiabt againſt 
all men ſhat goe fowards the Citic ofthe 
Eaft,etherefoze J will not goe that wap: 
buf hers is (as pon map ſæ) another wap, 
plaine, and eaſte fo walke in, and in this 
way there are thꝛe Knights ready to lerue 
os, o glue vs all manner or things * 


right well, wherefoze they were both let 
blond, and: each of them dzanke others 
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5 ll fo2 bs: and therefoꝛe by this way will 
3 goe, and not by that other way, Then 
* Jaid the wiſe Knight, certainlp it we goe 
by that way we ſhall be led into the Citie 
of the No2th, wherein there is no mercy, 
bat perpetual! paine and ſo2r2w, e there 
we ſhall be taken and bound and call inte 
pꝛiſon. Certainlp ſaid the foliſh Knight 
this wap is the ready wap and as J bes 
{cene, it is moze p2ofitable tben the other 
way. Then went thep both fozth the fapze 
wap, t anon the knights met with them, 
which recciged them conrteonlly foz ene 
night. and gaue them all manner of things 
that were pleaſant to them. And on the 
- mozrow thep foke their iournep lozth tos 
ward the citte, and when thep were withs 
in the citie anone the Emperours officers 
met with them and ſaid ; Friends, why 
tame po hither, inſomuch that ye know 
the law ofthis citie is ſo crus li of long time 
= beretofoze: ſurely pt ſhall be ſerued nom 
1 after the law. Anone they toke the wiſe 
-* Knight, e bꝛought him and put him inte 
> paiſon,'anv after that they toe the foliſh 
Knight, and bound him faſt and caſt him 
into a ditch. Done after it beſell that the 


Auſtice came to the clue fo giue iudge⸗ 
ment 
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5 f 3 ment on them that had treſpaſſed the law, 
N and e none all the pziſoners were bzonght * 
Wu fozth beloze the Juſtice, among whom Bi 
' = theſe two Linights were brought fozth; « 
4 = one from pꝛiſon + the ether from the viich, 
+ Then laid the wile Anight ts the Juſtice: 
1 Pyrruerend Lord, x complaine of my ſel⸗ 
| 1 lob that is gulltp of mp death, fox when 
We two came to the two wapes, whereof 
the one led fo the Entte of the Call, and 
the other to this Citie, J 0 him allthe | 
perii! of this Citic, and the reward of that 
other Clitfe, but he would not belcene mee, 
but (aid to me in this wile: 3 belcue mine 
obne eyes better then thy wozds, and 
becauſe he was my fellow J would not 
tet hint goe alone in this wap: and thus 
J with him wherfoze he is the taufe 
of my death, Then latd the ſoliſhKnight, | 
J complaine that he is the cauſe of mp 
death: foz it is not bnknowne to you all, 
that I am a fle and he a wile man, and 
thercfo:c he ſhould not ſo lightip have fol, 
lowed mp folly, foz if he has ſorfalien this 
way J ſhould haue followed him g there, 
fo:e he is cauſe of mp death. Then ſats the 
- Yuftfce to the wiſe Unight , becanſe (dat 
thon with all thy wiſcdome lo lightly ton ⸗ 
ſentedF 


Geſta Romanorum. 2 2 


„ Antedl e tollowedtk the will ofthe fle; 


folifh woꝛkes:and thon fole, becauſe 
zu didft reied the god counſeil and ad- 


u, J give iungement that pte both be 
hanged fo; you treſpaſſe;efs it was done. 
'Wherefozo all men pzapſed orcatiy the 
Woge fo2 his diſcreet lubgement. 


1 The Morrall. 
Deare Friends, this Emptrour is Als 
mighty God, and in the Gall is the Citie 
of beauen woerein is treaſure inſinit. And 
vnto this way is a hard wap and fail of 
thoznes, that is, the wap of Kepentance, 
by Which wap full few walke ; foz it is 
+ Hard and ffratfe, acco:ding to the holy 
Sctipture ſaying thus: Ai ca eſt via quæ 
ducit ad vitam: It is a ſtrait wap that ica⸗ 
de kh ta euerlaſting life, 
” FJnthis wap are thz& armed Bmadts, 
that is, ide Dinell he Uo2ld,e the Fleſh: 
wilt whom it beh@zeth vs fo fight, and 
fo obtsine the bictozp,befoze we map tome 
to Heaven, The ſecond Citie that is in 
e Noꝛth, is hell: and to this accozdeth the 
Dertpture, laping thus: Ab aquilone pon- 


wc of the wiſe, and wouldeſt not belcue 


detur omne malum m; Out of the 


> Umo., 
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commeth all enill. Certainly fo this Cifis 
the wap is plaine and bꝛoad, and walled 
about on euerp ſide, with all manner of 
delights, wherefoze manp men walke byxß 
this wap. The th2& Knights that gine fo - 
cverp man going this wap, what thing 
them pleaſeth, are theſe: P2ide oflife,Coy 
uetouln le of the epes, “ Concupiſeence 
of the fleſh : in which th:& the wzetched 
man greatly delighteth , and at the laſft 
| fhep lead him fo Bell. This wittie Knight 
; betokeneth the loule, e the foliſh Knight 
betokeneth the ficth, which is aiwap fo 
Iiſh, and at all times readp fo doe cull; 
Theſe two are fellowes and knit in one: 
fo2 epther of them 02inke- others blond, 
that is they ſhail dꝛinke 9fone cup,epther 
of jap oz paine which they ſhall haue after 
the dap of dome, 1 
The Soule choſeth the wap of repen⸗ 
fance, and in as mach as He map, ſhee 
ſtirreth the fleſh to doc the ſame, But the 
1 ſleſh neuer thinke td what ſhall come after, 
i | and thercfoze ſhe noeth on in the delights 
of this wozld, and flyeth the bertue of re- 
pentante. And thus the ſoule after death 
is calt into hell, and the fleſh is caſt-info 
the ditch, that is, into the graute. But 


the 
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Judge commeth, that is, our Lo2d Jeius 
Chzilt at the laſt dap to indge all man⸗ 
kinde. Tben ſhe Houle (hall complaine 
bpon the fleſh, and the fleſh vpon the ſcule, 
Bat then the Judge that cannot be de⸗ 
ceined ſhall condemne the (oule, becanſg 
the followed the frailty of the fleſb, and tbe. 
fleſh becauſe it would not belæue the (ogle. 
Wherefoze let bs ſtudp to tame our flif 
that we map obep God, and then we ſhall 
haue eternall life, Mato which bzing vs 
aur Tod Jeſus Chi. Amen. 


The Argumert. 


The Soule of man being poſſeſſed of the i 
Princely tertitorie of Paradiſe, was by I i 
the diuell prouoked to ſinne againſt her I © 
Creator, and forthe ſame tranſgreſſion 1 
(being thence into the wide world exi- 

led)loſtehat her heritage: but by Chrilts 

bleſſed death and paſſion was reſtored 
into a mote happy heritage of euerla- 
Ring felicitie. 


8 The 11. Hiſtorie, | 
"Here dwelt ſometimes in Rome i 


mighty Emperour named Frederick. 
— which, 


; * 
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which had no Chilve, but one onelp 
daughter, to whom this Cmperour after 
his veceaſe bequeathed all bis Empire. 
This bnderfianding an Carle that dwelt 
there beſide, her came fo this pong Ladp 
and woed her, and pzonoked her to anne 
al! that he might : wherebp this poung 
Lady in ſhozt pꝛoceſle cf time inclined (@ 
the Eatle, and this Earle anone lap with 
ber and defiled her: and after that hee 
dꝛaue her from her heritage, and exiled 
her out of her Empire where foꝛe ſhe made 
great lamentation, and fled bats arealmo as 
there beſide, where ſher daily wept and bh 
mourned, | ' 
It befell after on a dap, that while cha 
ſate mourning by the high way ſive, there 
came riding by ber a faire pong Knight 
bpon a hozſe, who came towards her a 
great pace, and very courteouſly ſaluted 
ber, aſking her the muſe why ſhe mour⸗ 
ned ſo ſoze. Then anſwered ſhe and ſaid: 
my reuerend 103d, J am an Emperours 
daughter deſcended of ropall blond, my fa. 
ther is dead, who leſt me all his Empire, 
becauſe he had none other hepze. And after 
bis deceaſe an Carle there beſids decefued 
me; defloured mp virginitie, and after that 


—_ — A... » MO 


Gella Romanorutn, 24 


her put me biotently ont of my heritage, 
ſs that now J am faine fo beg my bꝛead 
from dwꝛe to doze, and this is the cauſe 
of mp (ozrow. Then ſaid the Kright ; 
fapze Damſell, J bang great compaſiion 
on thy beauty and thy comelineſſe: theres 
foze if thou wilt grunt me one thing, J 
will fight foz the agatift the Earle, and 
J will aCore thee the vigozy. Then ſata 
the : alas god ſir, J haue nothing that 
may giue bnto you hut mp ſelfe. And J 
ale no moꝛe ofthe ſeid the Knight, but 
that thou wouldeſt be mp wife, and long. 

na man ſo much as me. Ttzen faid her: 
Renerend fir, that J will doe gladly, and 
moꝛe ik I migbt. Then ſaid the Knight: 
JZ will that thon doe nothing foz me; but 
if it toꝛtune mee to dic in the fight fo2 thee; 
and obtaine the victozp thou ſhalt take mp 
blondp fhHirt,and hung it vpon a beame in 
thy Chamber: and this thou (halt doe fog 
two tauſes. The firſt is, that wheni/ogner 
thon beheldeſt the ſhirt, thou ſhalt werpe 
fo: me, The ſecond is, that whatſoeuer 
man come to woethe tobe his wile thou 
ſhalt then baſtely runne bnto thy Chants 
ber and there beholding my blondy chirk, 


8 2 within thy lelle thus: 
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went to her chamber, and beheld the blows 
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The Lozdofthis ſhirt dyed foz my lout 
in batiell, by which he recooercd my he⸗ 
titage. God fozbid that J ſhould take any 
other man after his death, Then ſatd ſhee, 
Reuerend ſir, all this ſhall J ſulfili by the 
grace of God. And when the Knight heard 
this, bee aſſailed to fight againſt the ſald 
Earle, and obtapned the bico2p, and the 
Earle was overcome and fled, and this 
poung Lady was bzonght and received 
againe info her heritage. Nenerthelefſe 
the Knight was deadly wounded in that 
baktell, wher eof be dped: but ere be dyes 
ber bequeathed his blondp ſhirt bnto this 
Damſell deſiring ber to kepe her pꝛomiſe. 
ben this pong Lady heard of his death, 
ſhe wept loze, fog in his ſhirt was w3zonght 
this : | 
Thinke on me, and haue in minde 

Him that to thee was ſo kinde. 

Anon when ſhe had recetocd this ſhirk, 
che hanged it vpon a beame in her Cham- 
ber, and as oft as ſhee beheld it, ſhe wept 
bitterlp. Jt befelinot long after, that the 
States of ide Empire came fo her, and do- | 
fired her to fake an haſband: but then che 


dy ſhirt, and wared ſozrowſall, and laid 
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oftenfimes, woe and alas, thou ſaffereoſg 
death foz mp lone, ans thou alſo recoue⸗ 
redſt againe my heritage. God foꝛbid that 
I ſhould take any other man but thee. And 
thas o anſwered every man that came 
fo her: and ſo they went awap diſappoin⸗ 
ted : their pur pole, and ſhe ended her life 
in reſt. 


The Morrall. 

Deare friends, this Empercur is the 
Father of beauen,and his daughter is the 
Soule of man, made fo the ſimilifnde of 
God: to whom he gaue and bequeathed 
the Empire of Paradiſe, But there came 
an Earle, that is, ide Diuell, and pzoto%kch 
her to ſinne when ſhe eat of the apple, and 
laid to her thus: In u hat houre ye cate of 
the apple ye ſhall he like Gods, Mhereſoꝛe 
we bzeaking Gods commandement were 
exiled out of paradiſe, to liue inthis woz!b 
in great wzechednefſe, as the Scriptme 
ſaith : In ſudore vultus tui; ln the ſweat of 
thy face thou ſhalt cate thy bread. But 
then came a fapze pong Knight ea ffrong, 
that is, eur L od Jeſus Ch2iff, who had 
| conpaſſion bpon mankinde, and faking 
| agg our fleſh and Frm battcll 
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fo the dincll,and on rcame him: and thus 
wan he againe our he. itage. Thereſoze let 
bs doe as this pong Lady did, let vs lay 
this blondp ſhirt, that is the rememb2ance 
of the paſſion of Chꝛiſt. on the bꝛame of 
our heart, and let vs thinke how our K oꝛd 
Jelus hed bis pꝛetious blond fo2 vs. And 
if any man, that is, if the Diacil, oz anp 
other would tirre bs fo ſin, let bs thinks | 
pꝛeſently on the paſſion of Chziſt, ia 
thus: J will take none other but th&,who 
haſt ſhed thy bloud ſoz me: and thus hall 
we win enerlaſfing life. Unto ms God 
wan bs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Wee are here generally aduertiſed of bo- 
nouring the Sabbath day, how, for the 
redeeming of time, to be occupyed in 
ghoſtly contemplation, is profitable to 
the ſoule and body. Alſo Preachers of 
Gods word oft times for ſaying truth 
purchaſe ill will. If wee beſtow our ta- 

lents in the amplifying of Faith, and 
futthering one another with good 
workes, we ſhall then inherit the fruition 
ol eternal life prepazedfor Chriſts elect. 
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The 12. Hiſtoric. 


Ometime dwelt in Nome a wightte 
Emperour named Apollonius, which 
oꝛdained a lam that eucrp man vpon pain 
of death ſhonld celebzate ihe day ol his nas 
tiuitie. This Emperour called to him a 
Clarke that hight Virgill, and laid: My 
deare Mater, there be many hatnous of- 
fences done in my Empire contrary: fo 
the Law, therefo:e J pꝛap the that thou 
by thy cunning wouldſt make ſome craft 
wherebp J map know who treſpafſeth 
againft the Law pꝛiuilp oz openly. Then 
ſaid Virgill: Py reuerend Lozd, your will 
ſhall be done. Anon this Vireill thzongh 
bis craft made an Image in the midſt ot 
the Citie of Rome, which densunced and 
fold the Empero2s meſfengers who trel⸗ 
paſſed againſt the law, 4 who nat. There 
was at that time dwelling in the Citie of 
Nome, a Smith that hight Focus: which 
by no meanes would celebꝛate the natiui⸗ 
tie of the Emperoꝛ. It belell vpan a nigbt, 
as the Smith lap in his bed, he thought bp- 
on the Image that had accuſed many men 
befoze, dreading leaſt the Image would 
—_ vim, — be aroſe and * 
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fo the Image and (aid, J make a boy fo 
Gad if thou accuſe me, J hall bzeake tbp 
dead: and when he had thus ſaid he went 
dome. The Emp 
following, ſent mellengers to the Image 
(as befoze times he was accuſtomed) to 
know and vnderſtand who bad treſpaſſed 
againſt the law. And to them then ſaid the 
Image, liſt vp pour eyes and behold whaf 
is engraven in mp foze-head , And when 
they /oked bp, they ſaw this Poſey waits 


rantur. Times be changed, e wen become 
wozſe and wozle, Foz be that will ſap the 
truth hall haue his bead bzoken, There« 
foze gee pte fozth to poor Lo2d, and fell 
bim nl that pe bane heard and ſ@n. The 
meſſengers went fozth and fold the Em⸗ 
perour all that they had heard and ſene, 

_ Then laid the Emperour, arme pour 
ſelues and goe fo the Image, aad if that 
vou finde any man that hath menaced, o: 

(hzeatned fs hurt the Image, binde bim 

dand and fote, and bzing him vnto me. 
Lhen went the meſſengers ſo:th fo the 


Amage and ſaid fo it: fell bs the truth if 


any man baue thzeafned the, and we ſhall 
renenge thee anon, Then ſaid the Jmage: 


erour on the mozrow 


ten, Tempora mutantur, homines deterio- 


Take 
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Take the Dmtth Focus, fo he is the man 
that will not honour the natiuitie of the 
Emperour, Straigbtway the meſſengerg 
led fozth the Smith befoꝛe the Emperour: 
and there examined him why de kept not 


the day of the Emperonrs natiuttic in re⸗ 


ucrence and honour. acco:ding to the law⸗ 

Then anſwered the Smith and ſaid: Rey © 
perend L02d, J beſ&ch pou that pon will 
beare mine exc: (e, and if J anſwere not 
reaſonsh'p to all manner of points that pg 
ſhall aſke me,J will pelo me fully to pour 
Gate. Then ſaid the Emperour, J will 
beare thæ, and that which is right that 4 


will doe. 


Then ſaid the Smith, J muſt haue eight 
pence euery dap in the weke, and that J 
cannot get withoot great laboz,and there, 
ſoze J map not kepe that dap holy dap 
moze then other daies. Then ſaid the Em ⸗ 


perour: why muſt thon haue theſe eight. 
pence⸗ Then ſaid the Smith: am bonn 


to pap daily two pence : and two peuce 4 
lend: and two pence J loſe:and two pence 
I ſyend. Tben ſaid the Emperour: tell me 
mo2e erp2efly of theſe eight pence. Then 
ſaid the Smith: J am bound every dap ta 
pay kwo pente ia my father : fo} _— 
88 
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_ — hee ſpent daily iwo pence on 
which J am bound to pap him againe 
— bis uſtentation. and two pence J loſe 
on my wife, Zhen laid the Emperour, 
wbp loſeſt thon that two pence on thy 
Wife ? Then (aid de: where law yt euer 
wowon but ſhe had one of theſe pꝛoper - 
ties: eptherſhe was wil lull and contraty 
to her hulband, oz hat of complection:and 
-Herefoze that J give her 7 loſe. Alſo two 
« -pence 4 lend to my lenne, wherewith he 

is ſuſtained, that when J come to age and 
ponertie,he map pay me timo pence again, 
like as J doe my father. Alſo J ſpend two 
pence on mp ſelfe in meate and dzinke, and 
that is little enough. Then ſaid the Em⸗ 
perour,thou haſt anſwered well and wiſe⸗ 
ly. Not long after the Emperonr dped, x 
this Smith Focus was choſen fo be Em- 
peroar,becauſe he ſpent'his eight pence ſo 
. wiſely and ſo pꝛoſitably. And thus he en- 
ded his life in peace and ref, 


The Morrall. 
Deare friends, this Emperout is our 
blelled Saulour Jeſas Chailt, which oz 
dained by bis holy law that every man 


Gould kepe the poly Sabbath day, This 


Virgil! 
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Virpill that made this Image is the holy 
Shoſt, who eftavliſhcth among vs pꝛeach⸗ 
ers fo teach bertnes and to v pꝛoue vices, 
and thep ſhouid not ſpare the pie ns3 
the rich. But now if a Pꝛescher ſhould 
ſpeake tte truth againſt any man. be ſhall 
be thꝛeaned by the enimies of Chꝛiſt that 
is, by evill men that nepther lone God noz 
man. TAherefoꝛe the ꝛeachers may (ap 
now a daies. that oſep which was wzit- 
ten in the loꝛe- head of the Image: Times 
be changed from good to ill, and men be 
daily worſe: for who ſo would ſpeake the 
truth now a dayes ſhall haue his head bro- 
ken. Therfoꝛe it is nedfull thep be armed: 
that is,pzrachers onght to be armed with 
bertnons examples of god lite, and then 
they need not feare, becanſe thep haue the 
truth of God to ſtand by them, acco2ding 
to the Apoſtles ſaping: $i Deus nobiſcum, 
quis contra nos? If God be with vs, who 
can be againf vs: 

By this Smith Focus, is underſfod 
enery god Chiſtian man, who daily 
ſhould ſpend his time in redeming of 
euerp houres tranell with ſome p2ofit 
co2pozall oz ſpirituall: and then onght 
bs to be pelented befoze the heavenly 
Emperour 
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Emperour. This Focus paid iwo pence 
to bis father, and ſo we ſhonlo pay to our 
Father ofheauentwo pence that is, bono; 
and love. Foz when we were the childzen 
of wzefchednefſe,and in bondage, Almigb⸗ 
ty God (ſent downe to the earth bis Sonne 
to redme bs, acco2ding to S. lohn the 
Eunancelift, ſaptng : Sic Deus dilexit mun. 
dum, vt filium ſuum vnigenitum daret pro 
mundo; God loued the wo21d ſo well, that 
+ bas gauehis onelp begoftem Bonne fo2 the 
ſalnation of the wezlv. Alſo this Focus 
lent (wo pence to bis Sonne: that (s,ene- 
ry Ch:iſfian man ought ko lend to the 
Son of God our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, true 
and bnfained faith,x fruitful! god wozkes 
and dards ta our life, and he will repap vs 
againe at the day of dome with his hea- 
uenly mercp, when loule and body ſhall be 
glozified. And that he is our bꝛother may 
be pꝛoued by the tert of Eſay, ſaying; Puer 
natus eſt nobis, & c. A chiſde is bozne to bs. 
This Focus left two pence on bis wile: 
this wife betokeneth the ficſh bpon whom 
(hon loſeft two pence, that is, vnlawfull 
lone and conſent to ſinner, becauſe the fleſh 
is contrary to tbe ſpirit. aud is euer ſabiea 


to linnt. This Focus alſo ſpent two pence 
Els on 
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on himſelfe: by the firſt penny ys (hall vn⸗ 
derſtand repentance, whereal the Angels 
in heauen doe greatlp reiopce: hy the ſes 
cond penny pee ſhall vnderſtand ſteofaſf 
perſeueronce in amendement of life: foz 
de that abiveth vnto the end ſhall be laued. 
And he that ſpendeth well tbeſe two pence 
ſhall obfaine euer laſi ing life, Tinfo which 
bing bs our Lozd Jelas Chailt, Amen. 


The Argument, 


Man being blinde through (in, andeyther 
by infirmitie of fraile fleſh, or ſuggeſtion, 
treſpaſſing with euill and lewd company, 
though God of his mercy be fauourable 

vnto him in his life time by reaſon of the 

foreſaid reſpect, yet if hee accuſtomably 
walke on forward in this worldly wicked 
neſſe, his wilfull blindneſſe ſhall not ex- 
cuſe him, but accuſe him in the day of 
iudgement, molt grieuouſly to haue of- 
fended Godin abuſing his mercy off:red, 
and therfore the leile uorthy to haue the 
reward of the {imple ſoule that repen- 
tantly and with modeſtie liueth to the 
ftruition of cuerlaſting bliile, * 
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The 13. Hiſtorie. 
Ometime in Nome dwelt a noble Em⸗ 
perour, which among all other vet tues 
loued beſt mercy: whereto:e he oꝛdained 
a law, that enerp blinde man ſhould haue 
an hundzed ſhillings by the peare of his 
freaſare. Jt befell on a dap that certaine 
men tame to a Tauerne to duntze wine, 
and after that theſe mon had ſitten in the 
faverne thꝛer dapes, the fourth dap they 
were greatlp in debt foꝛ their wine: wher⸗ 
fo:e the Uintner came to them + deman⸗ 
ded money fo2 his wine, Zhen ſatd one of 


the dzinkers. Ons, the Emperour hath 


made ſuch a law, that enerp blinde man 
hall haue an hund2ed ſhillings of his trca- 
fare : therefoze let vs caſt lots among be, 
and fo whom the lot falleth, let bis epes be 
put out, ę ſo he map goe to the Emperours 
Pellace, and get an hundzed ſhillings to 
diſcharge bs. Now this counſel} ttked 
them well: ſo they caſt lots and the lot ſell 


lowes immediately put out bis epes. 
And when hee was blinde he went to 

the Emperours pallate, and aſked an hun⸗ 

dꝛed chillings of the Steward 


/ 


on him that gave the counſell. and his fel- 
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fo the Emperours decre. Deare fricnd, 
ſaid the Steward,thou didft ſc with boty 
thine eyes a while fince, thou alls vnder- 
ſtandeſt the law amifle : toz the law is 
made foz men that are blinde thzough in- 
firmities; 02 by the witl of God, but the 
other dap thou hadſt thy ſight in the Tas 
aerne and haſt wilfallp loſt it. Therefoze 
Zoe fo the tanerne againe fo thp fellowes 
and diſcharge there what thou oweſt, foz 
here getteſt- thon not a larthing. Then 
went this wzelched man fozth, and toide 
his fellowes of the Stewards anſwere, 
with that came in the Uinfner and dilpoi⸗ 
led them of all their clothes, and bet them, 
and thus dꝛoue them with ame out o 
the Citie. And ſo were they neuer alter 
ſene there, 


The Morrall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour is our 
Saviour Cheilt, who ozdained a Law, 
that enerp blinde man ſheuld haus an 
dundzed ſhillings of his treaſure. This 
blinde man betokeneth euerp ſinner „ 
who linneth thzongh inttrmitie, oz the en- 
fiſing of the Dzuell, the Mozld, and the 
Flech, and ſhall receiue an hundzed (hil- 
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lings il he be inwardlp repenfanf of big 
ſinnes: that is, be ſhall haue an hundzed 
times moꝛe oy, accozding fo the Scrip- 
ture, ſaping: Centuplum accipictis, & vi- 
tam ætetrnam poſſidebitisʒ Peſhallreceing 
an hundzeo times moꝛe ſop if pe berepen- 
tant and turne from fin, and alſo pe ſhall 
haue euerlaſting life. Zbeſe men that came 
to the Tauerne to dzinke wine be ſinners, 
who oftentimes come fo the Tauerne of 
our adverſary the Diuell, to d2inke of his 
carnall appetites, that is, they there con- 
ſome and waſt awap ail ſpiritual vertues, 
which they reteiued when thep receined 
the Sacrament of Bapti(me , wherefo:ze 
"tbe Diuell our enemp deſpoyleth them of 
all their god derdes that euer they haue 
wꝛougbt befoze, They caſt lots, that is, 
they caſt among idem the caſtome of ſin, 
"and this lot of ſinne falleth on ſuch as are 
bnthankfull g mercileſſe : and ſuch a man 
- wilfollp becommeth hlinde, that ie, he be- 
tommeth wilfollp a foule ſinner like ludas, 
that befraped our Lo2d without any ſug⸗ 
geſtion o2 intiſing. And therefoze ſnch men 
fiane moſt grieuouſſy. UWhen they come 
befoze the Steward, that is, befoze the 


ns of the Church, they can — 
y abtaing 


| Geſta Romanorum, 3h 
obtaine any aſſurance of heaven. betaule 
they be not in the right way to leaue their 
finne, Zherefoze let vs fludp with all di⸗ 
ligence, to pleaſe God, that wer may obs 
taine everlaſting life, which is laid vp in 
ſcoꝛe fo; all thoſe that liue modeſtly, lo ing 
ſoz eternall ſaluation. Unto wbich zung 
bs our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. | 


A certain vow of loue being made between 
the Soule of every faithfull Chriſtian 
and ITeſus Chriſt: we are to conſider the 
mercifull and graciaus Coucnant of 
God toward the faithfull, and to be care- 
full of this Couenant, and wer are to 
ſtudy to per forme our vow; fo as wee 
at the prefixed day of promiſe being 
vndefiled, may thereby purchale the 
promiſed place of euerlaſting glory; 
prepared for all them that ſecke the 

.- gloty of God and their ſoules health. f 


, | The 14. Hiſtorie. N Fo : 

| 17 Rome ſomtime d welt a mighty Em⸗ 

Iperoatr named Phiſominvs, bo had ane 
onely Daughter lobe! was fapze and gras 
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cious in the ſight ofenerp man, who hab 
to name Aglacs, There was alſo in is 
Emperours pallace a gentle Knight that 
loued dearelp this Ladp, It beſell after 
bpon a dap, that this Knight talked with | 
this Lady, and ſecretly błtered his dere 
bnto her. Then ſhe ſaid courteonſlp,ſeing 
pou haue bftered to me the ſecrets of pour 
deart, J will likewiſe foz peut lone bfter 
fo pon the ſecrets of my heart, and truly 
I ſap that aboue all other J lone you beſt. 
Then ſaid the Knight, J purpoſe to viſit 
. the holp land, and thersfoze giue me your 
i trouth, that this ſeauen peares you ſhall 
fake no other man, but oneiy ſoꝛ my loue 
fo tarry fo2 me lo long, and if J come not 
againe by this day ſeauen pears, then take 
what man pou like beſt. And likewiſe J 
pꝛomiſe pon that within this ſeauen pears 
J will take no wife. Then (aid ſhes, this 
couenant pleaſeth me well. When this 
was (aid, each of them was betrothed to 
. ofher,and then this Knight tokeh(s leane 
of the Ladp, and went fo the holy Land, 
Shoꝛtly after the Emperour treated with 
the King of Hungary foz the marriage of 
bis Daughter. Then came the King of 
Hungary to the Emperours . 
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bis daughter, and when he had ſckne her, 
he liked maruellous well her beauty and 
der behaniour, lo that the Emperour and 
the King were acco2ded in all things as 
touching the marriage, bpon the conditi- 
on that the Damſell would conſent. Then 

called the Emperout the young Lady fo 
bim and ſaid: O my tayze Daughter, J 
baue pzoutded ſoz thee, that a King (hall 
be thy haſband if thou lift to conſent, ther- 
foze tell met what anſwere thou wilt give 
to this. Zhen laid ſhe lo h. r father, it piea⸗ 
feth me well: but one thing d deare fathers 
JF enfreat por of if it might pleaſe you to 
grant me: and this it is, J have vowed 
fo keepemp birginitie , and not to marrp 
foz this ſeauen peares, thereloze deare fas 
ther J beſ&ch pou fo2 all the lone that is 
betweene pour gractons father-hod and 
.me, that pte name no man to be my hul⸗ 
band, till this leauen peares be ended, and 
then J hall be readp in all things to fulfill 
pour will. Then laid the E mperour, ſith 
it is (o that thou haſt thus vowed,J will 
not bzeak thy bow,but when theſe ſeauen 
peares beerptred,thon halt haue the King 
of Pungary to thy huſband, 
3 2 the en ſent fozth his 
E 2 Letters 
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letters fo the Bing of Hungarp, pꝛaping 
him if it might pleaſe him to ſtap ſeauen 
peare ſoz the lone of his Daughter, and 
then he ſhonld ſpade without faile, Beres | 
with the King was pleaſed, and content to | 
tap the pzefired dap, | 
And when the ſeauen pearcs were en⸗ 
ded ſane a dap, the pong Lady od in her 
chamber window and wept loze, ſaping: 
Moe and alas, as to mozrow mp Lone 
pꝛomiſed to be with mer againe from the | 
holp land, and alſo the King of Hungary 
to mozrow will be here fo marrp me, at⸗ 
tod ing fo mp fathers pꝛomiſe, and it mp 
1 lone tome not at a certaine houre, then am 
| J btferlp deceiued of the inward lone of 
him. 
Mutzen the dap tame. the King haſted 
foward the Emperonr with a great ears 
neſtneſſe fo marrp his daughter, and was 
ropallp araped in purple. And while the 
King was riding on his wap thcre came a 
4 Knight rid ing by him, to whom he ſaid : 
Deare friend whence art then, e whence 
commeſt thou: The Knight enſwerey 
and ſaid : J am of the Cmpire of Rome, 
and now am lately come from the Holy 
Land, and J am teadp to doe pon ibe bell 
ſernice 
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fernice J can, And as they rode talking by 
the wap, it began to raine ſo faſt that ail 
the Kings apparcl! was ſoze wet Ahen 
ſaid the Knight: p Lozd, ye haue done 
foliſhlp, foz as much as pe b2onght not 
with you pour houſe, Then ſaid the King: 
why ſpeakeſt thon ſo: mp houſe is large 
and bꝛoad, and made of ſtones and mozter, 
how Gould J then bing with mer my 
 boulſe : thou ſpeakeſt like a fole. When 
this was ſaid, they rode on till thep came 
to a great o&pe water, and the King (mote 
his hozſe with his ſpurs and lcapt into the 
water, ſo that he was almoſt d;zowned, 
When the knight ſaw this, and was oner 
on the other ſide of the water without pe- 
rill. ge ſaid to the Aing: pte were in peru, 
and therefoze pe did foliſhly, becauſe pe 
bzought not with peu pour bzidge. Then 
ſaid the King; thon ſpeakeſt ſtrangelp, my 
bzidge is made of lime and ſtont, and con. 
taineth in quantity moꝛe then halle a mile, 
bow ſhonlod J then beare with me my 
Bztdge - therefoze thou lpeakeſt ſwliſhly. 
Well, ſaid the Knight:mp folifhneſſe map 
furne the to wiledeme. When ſhe King 
bad ridden a little farther, he aſtev the 
knight what time of the dap it was, Then 
T 3 (aid 
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The Hiſtorie of 
ſaid the Lnight:i! any man haue liſt fo eat 


- (tis time of the dap to eate, and therefoze 


mp rederend Lozd, J pꝛap you to fake a 
modicum with mer, foz that is no diſho⸗ 
nour fo pon, but great bonour to me be- 
loze the States of this Empire. T hen ſaid 
the King : J will gladly cate with the, 
Mhey ſate both downe in a fapze Uine- 
garden, and there dined together both the 
King and the Knight. And when dinner 
was done, and that the Bing had waſhed 
the Knight (aid fo the King. Mp Lo2d, 
quoth hee, pet haue dane foliſhlp luz that 
pe bꝛought nof-with you pour father and 
mother, Then ſaid the Ring: what laiſt 
thou : mp father is dead, and my mother 
is old and may nat fraucil, bow ſhould 3 
fhen bꝛing them with mer: hereloze to ſap 
the truth. a foliſher man then thou art did 
J neaer ſee. Then ſaid the Knight evcry 
wozke is p2aiſed af the end. 
Mhen the Knight had ridden a little 


further, and was nigh the Emperours 


pallace,he aſked leare fo goe from him,foz 
be knew a nearer wap to the Pallace fo 
the poung Ladp, that he might come firſt 
and carry her awap with him. Then ſald 
the King,Jpzap the tell me, by what place 
purpoleſt 
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purpoſeſt thon fo ride Then ſaid the 
Knight, J ſhall tell pon truth: this dap 
7 ſeauenpeares J left a Net ina place, and 
now J purpoſe to viſit it, and dzaw it fo 
me, and it it be whole, then will J take it 
to me. kepe it as a pzecions Jewell, but 
iet it be bꝛoken, then will J leaue it: and 
when be had ſaid thus, he loke his leaue 
of the Bing, and rode fozth, but ihe King 
kept the bzoad high wap. 

When the Emperour heard of the kings 
comming, bh went towards him with a 
great companp, and ropallp reteined him, 
cauſing him to ſhift his wet cloaths, and 
fo put on freſh appaxell. And when the 
Emperour and the Ring were ſet to meat. 
the Emperour welcommed bim with all 
the cheare and ſolace that he con!d, And 
when he had eaten, the Emperour alked 
tidings of the King, Py Lo2d ſaid h, 3 
ſhall fell you what J heard this dap bp 
the wap, There came a Knight by me, and 
renerently ſaluted m: and anon alter, 
there fell a great raine, and greatly ſpoiled 
my apparell. And anon the Knight ſatd: 
Bir, pon haue done foliſhlp, foz that pou 
bzought not with you pour honſe. Zhen 
| faid the @mperour : what cloathing bad 
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the Kniabt on. 9 cloake, quoth the Aing. 
Chen laid the @mp:rour:ſarely that was 
a wile man, fo; the honle wherofhe lpake 
was a cloake, and there foze he laid lo pou 
that pc did fwliſhlp , becanſe pon came 
wiihout pour cloake,foz if pe had bzonght * 
with pon a clodke, then pour cloaths had 
not ben ſpoiled with raine. Then laid the 
Ning, when we had ridden alittle further 
we came to a deepe water, and J (mofe 
my hozle with mp ſpurres, and q was ald 
moſt dꝛowned, but he rid thꝛongh the was 
ter without anp perill: then laid he to me, 
pte did ſoliſhlp, fo: that pe bꝛeught not 
with von your bzidge. Uerelp ſaid the 
Emperonr, be ſaid truth: fo2 hee called the 
Bz2idge pour Squires, that ſhonld haue 
ridden befoze pon, and aſſayed the depnes 
of the water. Then ſaid the King,we rode 
farther, and at the laſt hee pzayed mee fo 
dine with him. And when we had dined he 
laid, 3 did bnwiſely,becaaſe J bꝛonght not 
with me my father e mother, Truely (aid 
\_ the Emperour, de was a wiſe man and 
ſaid truth: foz'be called pour father a mo- 
ther, baead and wine, and other bictuals, 
Tben laid the King: we rode further, and 
anon after, he aſked me leane to goe from 
mi, 
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me, and J aſked diligently whither her 
b went. And he anſwered againe,ans ſaid: 
this dap ſeauen peares J left a net in a 
pꝛiuate place, and now J will ride to (& 
it, and if it be bꝛoken oz toꝛne then u ili 3 
leave it, but if it be as J left it, then hall. 
it be vnto me right precious, When the 
Emperour heard this, der crped with a 
loud voice, and laid: D'px my R ighte 
and ſernants, come pe with me tpetily 
bnfo mp Daughters chamber, ſoz \othly 
that is the Net ot which ho ſpate, And 
fo:thwith bis Knights and leruants went 
bnto bis Daughters chamber, and ſaund 
ber not, fo2 the lozeiald Katght had taken 
her with him, And thus the Ring was de⸗ 
ceined of the damſell. And he went bome 
againe to his owne countrey aſhamed, 


The Morrall. 

Deare Fricnds, this Emptrour is ont 
Lo:d Jeſos Ch2:iff, and this faire dangh- 
ter is everlaſting life, which the Empe⸗ 
rour had ozdained foz Rings, nights, and 
other men. The Knight that loved this 
yong Ladp, is every god Chꝛiſtian ſonle, 
which holdeth himſcif not woꝛthy to come. 
into the ſight of God,vnts ſuch iop,as the 

Apollle 
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Apoſtle faith, Non ſunt condigni paſſione 
huius temporis ad gloriam futuram : the 
ſufferings of this time are nof wozthp to 
attaine bnfo the glozp that is to come, 
This knight was (eaten peares abſent 
from his lone : like as a god Chꝛiſtian all 
the dayes ol his life ſhoulo labour e franell 
in faifilling the ſeanen wozkes of mercy. 
By the King that came without a cleaks 
in the raine, is to be bnderod ſome migh- 
fp men of this wozlo which have cloakes 
to coner all their other cloaths. By this 
cloake is bnderftod Charitie as the Aps« 
ſie ſaith: Charitas cooperit multitudinem 
peccatorumy Charitie coutrs a multitude 
ol fins:butmanp men haue not this cloak, 
wherefoze thep are wet with the raine of 
Pꝛide, Auarice and Lechery. This King 
allo was almoſt dzowned, becanſe he lacs 
ked his bzidge,that is perfect faith: foz as 
we (& that no man map paſſe auer a great 
water, bꝛoad and depe, without a bzidge 
92 ſome other thing that is able fo beare 
him: Right ſo, without faith it is impolli⸗ 
ble to pleaſe God: ſoʒ Chꝛiſt ſaith, Si habu- 
eritis fidem ſicut granum ſinapis, poteri- 
tis, cc. Al ve haue faith as a graine of qa | 


ard · ede, then may pe (ap to the hils re. 
mous 
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moue ont of pour plates, and they ſhall re⸗ 
moue. But manp of bs now a dapes haue 
bery feeble faith, and therefo:e doe ſodainlp 
fall info the clay of deſperation 4 by dead⸗ 
lp fins oftentimes offend God. Alſo this 
king had not b2onght with bim his father 
and his mother. Ep the father, which is 
caaſe of generation, is buderſfod humili⸗ 
fie, withont which there is no vertue in 
any man:and thereto acco2deth S. Grego- 
ry, ſaying: Qui cæteras virtutes ſine humi- 
litate congregat, &c. Me that gathereth all 
other vertues withont Humilitle, is like a 
man that caſteth duſt into the winde. His 


mother betokeneth Hope: tpereſoze her 


that wil obtaine cuer!aſting life mvſf haue 


the cloake of Charitie, the bꝛidge of Faith, 


a father of Pekeneſfe, and a mother of 
Hope,as the Apoſtle ſaith : Spe (alui facti 
ſumus, 

Aifo this Knight went the narrow wap, 
and the Ling the bꝛead wap: fo2 bc that 
will be ſaued maſt gae a ſtrait wap, that 
is, the wap of faſting, almes. der des, cha⸗ 
ſtitie and repentance. Of the which wap 
ſpeaketh the Apoſtle. Stricta eſt via quæ 
ducit ad vitam æternam; The wap is 


Fraike which leadeth bnto cuerlaſting life. 


But 
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| The Hiſtorie of 

But many men goe the other wap which 
teadeth fo hell;that is, by the way of flech⸗ 
I» loft,and ſach men goe oul of the wapof 
everlaſting life, Therefoze ſindp we to 
walke the narrow wap, that thercby w] 
map obtaine enerlaſing life. ; 


The Argument. 


By this Hiſtory is figured, as appearcth in 
the Morrall, the Soule of euery good 
Chriſtian, held of him as his daughter : 
but being (cduced,carryedaway,and de- 
filed by Sathan her foule enemie, ſhe is 
reduced by the help and valiant prowes 
of her heauenly champion Chrilt Icſus 
vnto her former habitation,” Yet wan 
being vngratefull to his Redeemer, for-. 

getteth his duty, & for good rewardeth 

euill to his champion Chrilt leſus, deli- 
vering him to be judged by the Law as 
an offender : but when the Champion 
auoucheth what he hath done for man 
and his ſoule, then is hee with ſhame of 
his ingratitude conſtrained eo remorſe, 


and to call for grace to repent & amend 


his life, that by the death of his Cham- 
pion Chriſt, he may obtain eternal! life. 


The 


- Earlc of Paleſtet carried perfo;ce awap,0 
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The 15: Hiſtoric. 


Ometime dwelt in Rome a nodle Em⸗ 
perour named Agias, which had retaty 
ning unte him a Knight called Gerard, 
which was a wo2thp warriour,ncuerthes 
leſſe he was as merke as a Lambe in the 
Emperaurs Court, but in the field he was 
like a Lion, This Emperour had a faire 
Daughter, whom the ſtrong and mightie 


defiled, which moze diſpleaſed the Enipe- 
rour then the carrying of her away. Ther⸗ 
foze he called vnts him his Counlell, and 
ſaid: Deare friends, the violence done to 
me in deflonring at my Daughter, is not 
bnknowne to pon, and therefoze J purpoſe 
fo glue battell to the Carle: wherefoze 1 
p2ap poi to be rcadp at a dap, that y& 
map p;occede with me in battell. And 
they laid: Sir we be ready to liue and dis 
with pou in battell. 

When the appointed day of battel tame, 
thep met on both ſides and a cruell ſharpe 
conflict was pꝛolecuted on both ſides, and 
almoſt all that were on the Emperours 
part were flaine. And as the Empereur 


himſelie was fozceably aſſailed,the knight 
Gerard 


The Hiſtorie of 

Gerard put himſelfe among the enemies 
befoze the Emperour and fought manful⸗ 
ty,and fo the Emperour eſcaped, and the 
night abode and ſlew the Earle, neuer⸗ 
 theleſſe the Knight bad divers wounds, 
Notwithſtanding this he abode ſtill fill the 
blond ran downe to his fWte. And when 
the enemies (aw that the Earle was Cain, 
they fled, and the knight with bis people | 
followed on the chaſe till b& came to the 
plate wherethe Emperoꝛs daughter was; 
and led her with him. And thus with tri⸗ 
umph and bicto2y, bee returned againe to 
the Emperour. Foz the which bictoꝛp and 
reobtaining of the Emperours daughter, 
be was greatly pꝛaiſed of all people. Net 
long after itbefeli that this night bad a 
ſute in the Emperonrs Court, whereloze 
the Knight came bato the ©a1perenr and 
p2aped him meekelp to be fanourable to 
his cauſe, and furthermoze deſired him 
fo doe reaſon touching bis honeſt de⸗ 

mand. 

Muhen the Emperour had heard bim, 
be called fo him a Juſtice and ſaid, Sir, 
our will is that pou doe all equitſe bns 
to this Krifſght. And when the Knight 


heard this, d cryed with a loud voypte: 
Alas, 
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Alas, alas, who ener heard of ſuch an Em⸗ 


petour, Thon wert (ſaid her) in battell, 
where thy dead ſhould haue bene ſmitten 


off, and J in mine owne perſon, (and none 


other man) put my ſzlfe in jeopardy faz 
the, and ſaued ther, and now thou halt aſs 
ſigned another man fo be Judge in mp 
cauſe : alas that ener thon wert bozne. 
And with that woꝛd the Knight put off all 
bis cloathes,and ſhewed the wounds that 
he had reteiued in the battell, bnto all the 
men that were then pꝛeſent, and ſaid: Let 
what J baue ſuftered fo2 thee, Dh Empe⸗ 
ronr. I did put no other man in my ſtead, 
and now thou aſſigneſt another man in 
my cauſe. Sofbly,3 ſap to thee that J ne⸗ 
ner ſcrned ſuch a L02d befoze. 
When the Emperour heard this, be⸗ 
ing almoſt confounded in himſelfe,he (aid: 
O deare friend, all that thou ſaift is truth, 
thai fauedſt me from death, thou didft res 
obfaine mp danghter againe, and ſo2 my 
ſake thou haſt ſuffered many wounds: 
verelp it is right, that J in mine owne 
perſon come done and make an end of 
thy cauſe ſo as map be to thy content and 
to mine honour, And then the Ompe⸗ 
tour laboured berp buſily in his matter, 
and 


bers ot thꝛaldome euerlaſtingly: and this 
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and made thereof an end acco2ding fa the 
Knights requelt: wherefoꝛe ail men greats 
ly commended the Emperour. 


* 


| "The Morrall, 

Deare friends, this Eg1peront mep be 
called euerp Chuſtian man oz elſe al man- 
kinde, which had a faire daughter, that is 
to lap, the ſonle, made fo the ſtmilituoe of 
God. This Earle betokencth the Dinell, 
which carrpeth awap and de flourettz by 


the fruit of the ſoꝛbidden tre: whereſoze 


all mankind was in thzaldome,tilla ſtrong 


and valiant Knight came and put þimlelfe 
on the Croſſe to ſuffer death, as a Redee- 


mer of mankinde from the Dinell, Foz if. 


that had not beene, we had all bene parta · 


Knight reduced and reobtalned the Sonle 
of man vnto the Church,wherefozehe (af, 


fered many great wounds in his body. 
And now this knight, that is, our Lozd | 


Jeſus Cbꝛiſt, hath a matter fo doe among 


bs, that is, to finde in bs perfec faith ; 


wherefoze he calleth on vs daily that wer 
Hould be ready at all times ſaping thus in 
ent the 3. Ecce, ſto ad oſtium & 
pulſo: 


ſinne the loule ol man, thꝛongb eating ok. 
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pulſo: ſi quis mihi apperuerit introibo & 
cenabo, thal is, Loe, 4 Rand and knock at 
the doe. if any man will open lo m, I 
will come in and ſup with him. But mas 
ny men doe as the Emperour did, the 
which appointed the knight another Judge 
then himſelſe: foz now a dapes there be 
ſome men that will doe no repentance foz 
the lone of him which aſſigned no other 
man but himſelfe to fight foz vs. And 
therefoze againſt bnthankfull perſons it 
(hall be ſaid thus. Loe, he ſuffered fo2 vs 
on the trolle, diſpoiled of all bis cloathing; 
and ſhewed ko vs all his wounds that he 
lntfered, 

Be wer therefo:e tbankfull vnto God 
| fo his graces, e be content that we map 
ſuffer foz his lone ſame ſozrowfull repen⸗ 
tante. Foz be that ſuffercth paine foz the 
lone of God in this life. ſhall receiue an 
| bundzed times moze reward in the life 
everlaſting.Unto the which our LozdJe- 
ſus bzing all mankinde. Amen. I'S 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man is here warned to cſchew 


dme pleaſant baites and ſubtill craft of 
1 F the 
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of the diuell, chat ſhe yeeld not to his al- 
lurements, leſt he get the vantage of this 
mortall courſe from her, and bereaue 
her of her ioy es in the life to come. 


The 16. Hiſtorie. 


ere dwelt ſometimes in Nome a 
witty Emperdar named Pompey, 
whicd dad a tape cavghter named Aglas. 
This naughter had manp bertnes about 
all ather women of thai Empire. iris, che 
was faire & gracious in the fight of eue ry 
man. ſhe was allo ſwift in running, ſo that 
no man might oucr-take. her by a great 
ſpace, When the Emperour baderſi@ed 
thele two vertues in his daughter de was 
right topfull : wherefoze h pzoclapmed 
th2oughout all his Empire, that what 
man, pee oz rich, would runne with his 
Daughter, ſhould haue her to wife, with 
great riches, if he could 6ner-runne her, 
and come ſoner tothe marke then che, and 


_ "IS then he, dis head ſhould be ſmil⸗ 
en off, | 

When the States ofthat Empire, as 
Dukes, Carles, Barous and Knights 
beard this crp,thep offered themlelnes — 


{f ſhe oucr-ranne him, and tame ſoner ta 


after another to runne with her, but euer 


foze they loft their heads,accozding fo the 
Law. That time there was a pe man 
dwelling in Nome, which thought withm 
bimſeife, J am a paze man, and come of 
poze kindzed, there is a common crpe 
made, that what man ſoener can out-zun 
the Emperours daughter by any meanes, 
(all be pzomoted (a great hono2 g riches: 
now therelfoze if I might oner-ranne her 
by any manner of war, J ſhould not only 
be pꝛomsted to great honor, bat alſo all 


himſclfe of the things, whereby he might 
win her. Firſt, he made a getland ofred 
Roſcs and white, Secondly, de made arich 
Girdle ol ſilke tunningly wꝛongbt. Third⸗ 
Ip, he made a Purſe of ſilke, (nibzovered 
with pꝛecious ones, e within the Parſe 
was a Ball of thꝛ celours, and bpen this 
ball was wzilten this poſep: Whoplayeth 
with me ſhall neuer be weary of my play; 
Then put he theſe th2& things in bis bo⸗ 
ſome, and went fozth to the Pallace gate, 
crping and ſaying: Come fo2th faire Las 
bp, foz J am ready to runne with pon and 


to MA the Law 7 Ml things, Ma 
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this pong Lady ouer tan them all, wheres 


my kindꝛed. Then this paz man pꝛonides 
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The Hiſtorie of | 
When the Emperour heard this, 968 
tommanded his Daughter to runne with 
him. This pong Ladp went to her cham, 
ber- window and when Ge& faw him, ſhe 
deſpiſed him and ſaid : J haue overcome 
many wazthy Knights, and now muſt J 
runne with a charlez nenertheleſſe J will 
falfill mp fathers commandement, 

Anon the damſell araped her fo2 fo run 
with him. And at the laſt they ran toge · 
ther, and within ſhozt ſpace the Damſell 
gat farre befoze him. Mhen the Jugler 
ſaw this, her thzew fozth bis garland of 
flowers befoze her. And when the damſell 
beheld and ſaw that, ſhe ffoped downe & 
toke if bp, and let if bpon her head, and 
that while the Jrigler went afoze ber. But 
when this poung daanſell ſaw this, ſh@R 
wept ſoꝛe, and foz ſoꝛrow che thzew the 
garland into a ditch,and ranne after him, 
and at laſt che onettoke him, and lift vp 
ber right hand and gaue him a buffet, ſap⸗ 
ing abide thon wzetch, it beſermeth not 
thy fathers ſonne to have me to wife. And 

kden this Lad did oner · run him, x went 

befoze him a great ſpace, And when the 
Jungler ſaw this. he tote the girdle ont of 
bis boſome, and thzew it befoze her. — 
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* When the (aw that, ſhe Coped downe and 


twke it vp, and girded her therewith, s the 
while the Jugier gat befoze her againe, 
Now when he ſaw that, ſhe was vered, 

and toke the girdle and with her (@th fare 
it in thz& pieces, and then thzew it from 
ber:and then ſhe ran faſt after him, and at 
the laſt oucr-toke him, and then ſhe gaue 
bim a great blow,ſaping: O wzetch thin- 
keſt thou to ouertome me: and with that 
fhe ranne beloze him againe. The Jugler 
was lie and ſubtill, and kept the purſe till 
thep were neare the mark, ehen he thzew 
it befoze her, and anon the A ped downe 
and foke it vp, and opened it, and to ont 
the ball, and read the poley: Who playeth 


with me, ſnall neuer be weary of my play: 


And ſhe began lo play and continued ſo 


befoze her at the marke. And thus he wan 
the Emperours daughter. 


The Morrall. 
Deare friends, this Emperoaur is cur 
Santour Chzift, and his ſapze Davgbfer 
is the @oule of man, which was made 


F 3 
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long in plapng, till that the Jugler was 


tleans with the water of Baptilme, s was 
alſo (wilt in running, that is, in vertne. 


gUuum⁰O. 
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while that ſhe was in her tleannes lo chat 
no deadly ſin might ouer come her. This 
Jugler that is ſo ſabtill and crafty, is ide 
Diaell, which ſtudyeth day and night to 
deceine innocents, Ye pzouidefh him of | 
| | the things. Firſt, of the garland, which | 
f betokeneth Pride: foz whyza garland of | 
flowers is not ſet vpon the arme, noꝛ bp- 

on the fate, but vpon the head, that if map 
F be ſene : ſo pꝛide would be ſcene, Wheres 
+4 fo:e ©. Auguſtine ſatth : Quemcunq; ſu» 
perbum videris, filium Diaboli dicere non 
dubites: that is, when thou ſceff a pzoud 
man,feare not to call bim the childe of the 
Dinell. Doe they therefoze as the Paſden 
did, be angry at thy ſins, and caſt off the 
garland of Pꝛide into the ditch of Repetto 
fance, and ſo ſhalt then gine the Dinell a 
great buffet, and oner-coine him. But 
when this Jugler, that is, our ghollly ene⸗ 
mie the diucll, ſth himſelfe overcome in | 
one (inne,then he refurneth and tempteth 
a man in another ſinne, and caſteth befoze 
man the girdle of Lechery. And alas there 
be manp girded with this girdle of Lo. 
cherie : of the which Girdle ſpeaketh 
Saint Gregory, ſapirg : Gird wee ous 
loynes with the girdle of Chaſticie , fos 
WNo » 
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eth pong. Tberefoze let vs take herd dat 
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loſe the hope of life. Then caſteth this 
Jugler( that is, the Dinell) the porſe with 
the ball. The purſe (hat is open abane and 
cloſe bnder, betoizencth the heart, which 
enermoze ſhould be cloſe in the bo'fovie 
againf earthlp things, and open aboue to 
beanenlp iop : andthe two ffrings that 
open and ſhut the purſe, betoken the laune 
of God and of our ncighbours Zhe W il 


which is round g moneable to cuerp part 


Sf bis difference betokeneth covetonſmefle, 
Which moneth ever both in pong and old, 
and therefoze the Poſey was krue, that 
was wzought on the purſe ; Who ſo play- 
eth with me, that is, with Couetouſneſſe, 
ſhall neuer be latisfied. Thcrefoze ſaith Se- 
neca, Cum omnia peccata ſeneſcunt, ſola 
cupiditas iuueneſcit: When that all ſinnes 
ware 81d, then Touetonſneſſe onelp wax: 


we play not with this Ball of Concfouls 
nelle, and then without donbt we (ſhall ob, 
faine thzongh the merits of Chziſt, the 


- biiſeof 2 that neuer ſhall 22 
the which de bꝛing vs that ſhed his pꝛeci⸗ 
dus blond 103 bs, 
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 whoſocuer is girt with this girdle ſhall not 
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The Argument. 


The preaching of Gods word, and euery 
good prayer, is a ſweet ſounding melo- 
die in the cares of God, and hatha pro- 
miſed reward of God, yet there is now 
and then ſtirred vp in vs, ſome let there- 
of by our whiſtling aduerſary the diuel, 
and we are hindred for a time, vntill by 
the prouidence of God godly preachers 
N abe feet forth, which with the hooke of 
Gods word doe u inne againe the loſt fo- 
licitie, and ſo recouer the fall of ſuch 
ſoules as were ſeduced and led av ry, into 
the ioyfull and perpetuall fellowſhip of 
the bleſfed Angels of heauen. 
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The 17. Hiſtorie. 


„ee dwelled in Rome a noble 
. «ITinperoar and a wiſe , named Theo- 
diolius, which loved greatly the Poſtcke of 
the Harp, and likewiſe the paſtime of hun⸗ 
ung. It defell vpon a dap as this Empe- 
tout bunted in a Foreſt, he heard a (wat 

- _  nolſeofa Yarp, lo that thzoughthelwats 
nelle thereof, he was almoſt rauiſhed of 
his wits, wherctoze her longht about 15 


2. 


Geſta Romanorum. 43 


fozreft to finde that melodie, and at the laſk 
be eſpyed at the end of the fozreſt a pwze 
man fitting beſide a water playing on a 
Varp full ſweetly. Then ſaid the Empe⸗ 
rour:god friend, pzoc&deth this melodie 
from thy harp o na: The poꝛe man an- 
ſwered and laid: my teuerend Lozd, A 
ſhall tell you the truth. Here beſide this 
water my wile, my childe, J baue dwelt 
this thirty peares, and God hath ginen 
me luch a gift, that when J play on mp 
Parp, J wake (ach melody that the fiſhes 


therewith my wile, my childe,and J haue 
bene luſtalned in great plenty. But alas, 
ſometime on the other ſide of this water 
there commeth a whiſtler, 4 h whiſtleth 
lo ſweetly that many times the fiſhes foʒ⸗ 
ſake me and goe fo him: therefoze my re- 
nerend Lo2d J traue your belpe againſt 
this whiſtler, Then ſaid the Empereur, 
hall giue the god help: haue here in my 
purſe a golden hoke which 1 will giue 
ther, take it, and binde if faſt to the end of 
a rad and put a Wozme bpon the boke, 
then caſt thp rod info the — and plap 
upon thy Harp, and when than perceiuslt 


I. te" fiſh to bite on the batte, dzaw * 


of this mater come out fo mp hand, ſo that 
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bp fo the land with that hoke, and then 
bis wifkling Gall not auaile. When the 
poze man heard this, be reiopced greatly 
and did as he had taught him. And when 
this poze man beganne to plap bpon his 
Harpe the fiſhes came fo the baite, 4 then 
he foke them bp with his hoke, and lined 
thereby in better eſtate long time, and at 
ide laſt ended his life in peace and teſt. 


The Morrall. 

Deeare friends this Emperour betoken⸗ 

ed our Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt, which greatly 
delighteth to hunt the (oule of mankinde in 
the fozreſt, that is, the holp Church. He 
loneth alls the melody of the Harpe, that 
is, be loneth much thoſe that feach the ho- 
Ip wozd of God. This p#ze man that ſat 
by the water ſide, befokeneth the Pzelafes 
of the Eburch, and the Pꝛeachers of the 
woꝛd of God, which ought fo be alwapes 
reſident in their charge, æ not in the wozld, 
that is, they Gould not (ct their delight in 
wozldiy things, Zbe Pꝛeachers uugbt to 
pdaue the Harp of þoly Stripture where⸗ 
with they map p2zaiſe and honour God, x 
allo therewith dzaw ont of this wozld the 


ſ{aners, Therfoze ſaith the Plalmiſt thug: 
Praiſe 


Gefts Romanorum. 44 


Praiſe the Lord v pon the Harp, ſing to the 
Lord with a Pſalme of thankſgiving. Pſal. 
98. 6. But now a dapes the pzcacher map 
lap, alas: ſoʒ when J pꝛeach and teach the 
holy Scripture, the Divell commeth and 
whiltleth (o \wceflp, that the ſinners dꝛa 
fo him, t will not heare the wo2d of God, 
bat they torne fhemſelucs onelp fo the de⸗ 
light of ſinne. The Dinell deceiucth alles 
| mankinde by diners wapes. Firſt, in the 
time ot pꝛeaching be maketh ſome fofleep, 
and them that be cannot make to lep,be 
tauſeth them to falke and clatter: & them 
fbat he cannot make to clatter, be maketh 
them ſo dull that they cannst bnterſfand 
what the P2eacher lait: and them that 
be cannot beguile by thefe meanes, he put⸗ 
feth into them buſineſſe, and cauſeth thean 
fo goe ont of the Church. Behold hew 
many wapes the Dinell bath to deceine 
mankinde,and to let the Moꝛzd of God, 
Therefoze enerp P2elate and enerp pzea- 
ther onght ta have the. golden hoke of 
Gods wozd againf this whiſtling , by 
which they map dzaw ſinners out cf this 
wo2ld bp fo beaven.Unto the which being 
vs our ** 0 e Amen. oh 
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The Argument. 


1 kc 

Mans Soule, the daughter of our Sauiour, 
is right deare vnto him, and though he 
be careful for the confirming of her in 
ſtate of ſincere liſe, yet ſhe is ſeduced by 
the ſuggeſtion of the fleſh, v hich being 
grieuous tranſgteſſor, is yet by earneſt 
repentance and amendement of life, 

brought by the ſoule vnto dutifull obe. 

diencc towards God & man,rhatthence 

forwards ſo continuing, they together 
ww Ae partakerk of everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſſe. 5 


"The 18. Hiſtorie, 


There dwelt ſometime in Nome a 


1 mighty Emperour named Ptolemus, 
which had but gane childe, a Dangbler, 
wham belonedſo mncb, tbat day e night 
ſhe was gnarded with armed Auigbte: 
and ouer thoſe>Knights de ozdapned a 
Controuler fo inllruct thee hew they 
Goanld doe. Hg o2daineo alſo a @teward 
foz to guide his honſhole, And when all 
fhis was done, on a night as he lap in his 
biſit the 
boly 
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holy land. And when all things were rea⸗ 
dy fo? his iourney accoꝛding to his deſire, 

de called vnto him his Steward and ſaid: 

My truftp leruant, J pu poſe now to gee 

ſe the holp Land, and thereloꝛt commit 

my davghter to thp keeping, and J charges 
ther that ſhe lack noth'tig. buf that he haut 
all manner of top that appertaineth to ſuch 

a Uirgin. Mozeoner, J leaue in thy k@s 

ping fine Knights that be der guafd, and 

I charge the that thep lacke nothing that 

is fitting fo2 them. Alle J leave with ther 

my G2aphound, WITT that tho 


nearifh and fæde him ap bitberto b bath 
been:and if thou folfi!ta]l this that J hand 
latd, thou ſhalt at mp comming againe res 
ceiue a great reward. Then (aid the Dfeo 
word:Pp Loss, in all fat J mop 3 chall 
falfiit pont command Anoae the Empe⸗ 
rour foke his fourney foword the Citie 
Jeruſalem, end the Steward a long time 
kept well fhe Empereurs command ans 
charge giuen im. 2 4 
But at the [all it beſell vpon a day that | 
bis Steward hav eſpyed this pong Lady 
walking alone in on Orchard, with whole 
love de was (odainip (arpzifer: wherefoge 
firaight wap, againſt her will, pe * l 
oy er. 
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der. And when he had commited ſin with 
ber, he gane her ill language, and hated her 
moze then euer be looed her befoze, and 
dꝛaue her ont of the pallace : wherefoze 
this damſell by this meanes being dzinen 
to necefſitie and great ponerty went from 
doze to deze and begged her bzead, But 
when the Knights that were ber kerpers 
ſaw this,thep repꝛoued ſhamefullp the tes 
ward of that ſinfq!l deve. Then the Ste⸗ 
Bard wared wzoth, and fe2 great hate hat 
br had in bis heart, he ſpoiled the Knights 
dl their gods, and dꝛous them from the 
Pallace. And when they were ius rob- 
bcd and crileo, ſome fo; nk cf lining be- 
came theues,and ſome menkillers,ſo that 
thzough this (nconnenience thep wzought 
great harme. 
Not long aſter there came fidings that 
the @mperour was arrived in farre ſands 
comming homewaro,Aud when the Ste- 
ward heard this, be was greatly fronbled 
and moned in bimlelle and laid: It cannot 
be but J hall be actuſed \s2 my treſpaſſe 
that I baue committed againſt the Empe⸗ 
rours commandement, and he hath ence 
bene my god and mercitull Lozd, theres 
eee e mer nk 
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With all lowlineſſe and humilitie, and ac⸗ 
tuſe my ſelfe vnto him, and aſke him mer ⸗ 
ep, ben that anp ocher ſhould pʒeuent mg 
and accuſe me to my Toꝛd foz mp treaſon. 
Tden the Steward ſtraight put off all his 
cieathes laue his hoſen and his ſhirt, and 
tke the ropes with him in his right 
hand, and bare fot went and met the Ems 
perour. Now when the Emperour had 
eſpyed him comming a farre off in luch 
manner, be wondzed greatly, And when 
the ſteward was come ſo neare that he 
might ſpeake to the Emperour, he fell 
dowue on his kuces and ſaluted him re- 
nerentip. hen ſaid the Cmperonr,what 
is belallen ther, that tdon merteſt me after 
ſuch a ſozt - foz in that then art mp Ste⸗ 
ward, thou ſhouldeſt haue met me with 
a great company of noble Knights . Ob 
my Lo2d.quoth he, there is a deauy chance 
befallen me,fo2 the which it behones me fq 
met pour Dighnefſe thus. Then (aid the 
Emperoz what chance is befallen ther? 
teuerend Lo2d,quoth he, it behoues you 
firſt to alke me why J bzing with me theſe 
thz@ropes. Then ſaid the Cmperoor,whp 
beare(t thou theſe thꝛe ropes in thy hand? 
Then anſwered the Steward and Th 44 
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This firf rope J bzing with me fo binde 

mp hands and fete ſo hard, till the bloud 

burſt out on euerp ſide, {v3 that J baue 

well deſerned : the ſecond Rope J b2ing 

with me, ts dzaw me at a hoꝛſe taile bpan 
the pavement, till that the bones be bare 

without fleſh, foz that is but due to me fo: 

the great treaſon J haue done againſt pon. 
The third rope J hane bzought is to hang 
me with, vpon an high gallowes, ſo long 
till that the birds light on mp head and on 
my bodp, and ft de themſelues ot my fleſh; | 
fo2 theſe things are due to ſuch trelpaſſers 
and bzeakers ofthe Law as Jam. Pet 
Db mp Reverend Lo2d, baue mercy on 
me, fo2 I dare not acknowledge mp trel⸗ 
paſſe, bntili J have obtained thy pardon, 
Then ſaid the @mpcrour: J ſe in tber 
great contrition,thereſoze tell me thy trel⸗ 
paſſe, and ſorelp then halt finde mercy & 
grace, Alas, alas, then laid the Steward, 
F baue defiled thine owne daughter, and 
baue dꝛiaen her out of thy Jaallace,ſo that 
new in great necellitte Chee beggeth ber 
bread from deze to doe. Jhave alſo df- 
(popled thy Knights of all their gods. and 
how ſome of them in regard they lacke it 
uings become theenes and robbers, e ſome | 
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men. killers, and the Controuler of the 
Knights J bane flain;but J fed thy Gzaps 
hound with the bell meate as long as 1 
might, and tyed bim with a chaine, pet at 
the laſt hee bꝛoke bis chaine and went dis 
wap, ſo that now he runneth about the 
Countrep. 

When the Emperonr heard this, ba 
was ſoze aſfonped, and (aid: Haſt thou de- 
floured my Daughter whom 4 loned ſo- 
well, and alſo diſpoiled mp Knights, and 
flaine their Controuler, ie Gzayhound 
which J loucd beff, of whom J gane the 
charge is gone alſo : Ourelp were it not 
that J bad * it ther, and that thon 
bat humbled thy ſelſe ſo much, would 
daue put ther to tbe vileſt death that could 
be thooght: notwithſtanding depart hence 

fozthwith and bzing againe mp daughter, 
h that thou mai martp her, e ił any barms 
hereafter befall to her though thy default, 
then will J double thy puniſhment, Allo 
bꝛing againe mp Knights, and reffo? mo 
' themtheir gods, and let them in their ſafe 
and offices as they were befoze, Alſo ſ&ke 
diligently foz my G:aphound till thou 
 dndehim, and then make him faff, ſo that 
hereafter inthe there be no fault found, 
G Now 


V 


: 
— a > ed a nk HM : 
* 
* 


The Hiſtorie of 

Now When the Steward heard this, bee 
bowed downe with moſt humble ſubs 
miſſion, and thanked the Emperour of 
his great mercy. And then he went fozth, 
and ſoaght diligently (hzough all the Em⸗ 
pire, vntill de found the Emperoꝛs daughe 
ter and the Unigbts, and the Gzaphound, 
and bꝛought them home againe. And after 
he had marrped the poung Lady, and re- 
ffozcd againethe Knights gods, he enden 
his life in peace. 


The Morrall. | 

Deare Friends, this Emperour bets- 
keneth our Lo2d Jeſus Chit. His daugb⸗ 
fer betokeneth the Sonule of man, made 
akter the ſimilitade of our Lo God. The 
five Knights are the ſtue Mits, armed 
with the berfue of Baptiſme fo; the pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation of the Soule. The Contronler 
of the nights, is Reaſon, which-ought 
to rule the Tits, The Gzaphound is the 
fleſh of man: and the Steward is tuery 
man, to whom God hath giaen a life and 
ſonle to k&pe, vnder paine of loſing encr- 
laſting life, But wzetched and wicked 
man, not remembzing what is fo come, 
fall often nen and ay 
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Sonle with ſinne, and repelleth her from 
ber pallace of heauen, and then wandzeth 1 
ſheꝛ from doe to doe, that is, from ſinne * 
to ſinne. er dilpoyleth theſe fine Knights | 
of their gods, that is, the flue Uits, 02 * 
rather graciovs Uertoes, taking away = | 
the nafarail ligt from their epes, gluing K 
them bad counſell, and alſo moning their 
eares to lien vato ſlander and backbi⸗ 
ting and ſo fozth of ail the other Uits, 
and thus ſome be made theues, and ſome 
men- killers. The Maſter of theſe ſiue 
Wits is flaine whenloeuer man is ruled 
by Mul, and not by reaſon. The Gzap⸗ 
hound, that is, the Fleſh, wherein a man 
delinhtetb;was fed 4 bound with a chaine 
ofReaſon, but bzeaking out, full oft doth 
much harme. 

The comming againg of this Emperoz 
from the holy land, betokens the comming 
of our L920 Jelus Chꝛiſt at the dap of 
dome ta indge all mankinde, Therefoze I 
let bs, as the ſteward did, accuſe our ſelves 5 
of our ſinnes fir ſt, leaſt the Diuell and the 
Mold accuſe vs, then it is to late to 
aſke mercy: therefo2e put we off our cloths 
betime, that (s, ogr ſinfull life, and take 
we tht Ropes in age bands. The firſt 
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Rope that ſhould binde our hands e ffs, 


betokeneth the Rope of true Repenfance, | 


which not onely epgbt ta binde our hands 
and fete, but alſo both our hearts within 
bs, and our outward conuerſations, ia 
ſach auſtetitie of life, that the bleud burſt | 
out on every ſide,that is. tat ſinnemight | 
bold it ſeife. Herefo acco2deth Ezechiel, 
ſaping thus: Inquacunq; hora ageritpar- 
nitentiam peccator, ſaluus erit; When ſo *' 
tuer the finfull man doth repent bimlelfe, 
be (hall be ſaued. The ſecond Rope foz fo 
d;aw the treſpaſſer, is acknowledging of 
dur ſinnes, which Wonle dzaw vs from 
the beginning of our lite, bnto our lines | 
end by aporfecrcconciliation ol our ſelues 
fo God and man, bnto the time that the 
fieſh be fallen from the bones, that is, till 
the luſt of the fleſh be turned away by the 
fones of Repenfance, Foz cnen as the 
lone bp nature is hard, right ſ6 the wap 
of Kepentance onght fo be hard, The 
fbird Rope that ſhoald hang the fellon, is 
the Rope of amendment of life : Foz it 
is witten in holy Scripture, There is 
more ioy in Heauen ouer one ſinner that. 


turneth vato the Lord in time, then ouer | 


nintie and nine luſt Ones. 


Like 


* 
Gefistommnns: 


*  Likeas the Steward bzonght 3 
the Emperouts Daughter , ſo it behw⸗ 
netz vs to ſ@&ke abont by a fraitfall faith, 

vbnkill war finde againe our loft ſeule, end 
fo bing ber againe to the Church, ta rule 
woll our fine Mikes, to fede our Gzap⸗ 
bound as we& ſhould, and make our life 
ls cleane and pure that we fall not againe 
ts inne, foz feare that t foztune fo bg 
| wozſe,and that we baue ns leaſure foalks 
| merep againe at our ne&des. And if wes 
fulfill all this truelp bnto dur lines end, 
without doubt we ſhall obtaine euerlaſt᷑ · 
ing lite. To the which 5 Lo2d bzing vg 
all, Amen. 


The Argument, 


The violating of our innocencic in not im. 
mitating the Law of God, is here deſcri- 
bed,which being adiudged after the law, 

is death, but by the merits of Chriſt our 


Sauiour we obtaine ſaluation. 


| The 19. Hiſtorie. 

| le Rome dwelt ſometime s mighty 

— 
4 

G 3 raviſhed | 
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rattiſhed a virgin, ſhould be at her dilcreti⸗ 
on, whether ſhe would put him to death, 
62 would fake bim to be her huſbdand. 
_ +. Ft befeli after, that a man rauiſhed in 

one night two faire maidens : the firſt * 

damſell which he rauiſhed deffred that he 

Would dye, but the ſecond deſited him fo 
her huſband. The rauiſher was taken and 
ted beloze the Judge, that be might ſatilſte 
both theſe damſels accozding to the equitie 
uf the tauſe. The ſtrit damſel deſired his 
death acco2ding to the Law, Then (aid | 
tho ſecond, J deſire fo haue him to my huſ- 
band: and like as thou haſt the Law fo: 
the; ſo in like caſe J haue it foz m&e,qalſo | 

my petition is much better then pours fog 

it is mozecharitable:therefoze me thinkes 
in mp reaſon, that the Juffice ſhould gine 
fenfence in fayonr and furtherance of my 
deſire, When the Juffice heard the mercy 
of the ſecond damſell, he gane fodgoment 
that te ſhould take her fo Wiſe, and (o it 
was done, 


The Morrall. | 
Deare friends, his Emperour betoken- 
eth dur L oꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. The Raniſher 


betokeneth cuery ſinner, which raviſheth 
| Eads 
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Gods mercp as often as he violateth the 
boly Commandements of God by ſinne, 
re the Dinell can neuer ouercome man, 
t he be ſuffered by the will. Foz S. 

, Au uſtine faith, Non eſt peccatum nill fit 
: voluntarium: It is no ſinne except it be vo- 
luntary. The raniſher alſo is called befoꝛe 


the Juſtice, when the loule is departed 
from the body: and anon the firſt damſell 


( (Innocencic) laſd againſt the ſinner, that 
he ought to dye enerlatinglp by the Law 


of righteonſnelle. But that other Maiden 
(that is, Chriſts merits) alledged fo2 her, 


| how the merty of God onght to helpe by 


heacty repentance, and acknowledging 
onr dnnes,whichi the high wap fo euer⸗ 
laſting life. te th which God bzing 
vs all. Amen, 


The Argument. 


The mother of the childe of grace, and 


of the reprobate is here declared and ſet 
forth: but which of them ſhall be ſaued 
and which of them ſhall be damned, 18 
not yet revealed vnto the world, vntill 
the laſt and dreadfull day of iudge- 


ment. 
6 4 The 
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The 20. Hiſtorie. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome & 
mightie Emperdour and a rich, named | 
Lypodus, which toke fo Mile a fapze 
Uirgin and a gentle, the daughter of the 
King ef Aſir 5 This poung Ladp cons | 
teiued and bite him a Donne, and in the | 
birth he dped. Mot long aſter her deceale 
the Emperour marrped another Mile. 
and had by her a Honne alſo, And imme⸗ 
diatelp after the ſecond childe was bozne, 
be ſent them both inte a ſtrange Land 
there fo be bzonght by. Now when the 
thilozen had bene there long, the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe ſaid: Mp renerend Lozd, ten peares 
be new fally expired ſince J bare mp ſon, 
and pet J neuer ſaw dim bat once, 8 that 
was the firſt dap of his birth, therefoze I 
beleech you mp L02d, fo ſend ſoz him, to 
the end that Jmay once reiopte mee in his 
ſight. Then ſaid the Einperour, J baue 
another childe by my firſt WMife, and if J 
ſend foz thy ſon, chen mult J ſend fe2 them 
both : notwithſtanding at the @npzeſſes | 
requeſt bee (ent (02 them both. And when 
they were come,thep were of paſſing fea- 
are, and well trained vp, and lo won 


like in al things that hardly the one might 
be knowne from the other, but the father 
knew the difference, 

Then laid the mother of the ſccond 
Childe: Pp 100, J ap pou fell mee 
wbich of theſe is mp ſanne. Then the Em⸗ 
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begaf on his firſt Mile. When the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſle heard this, her gane all care ta che 


rich him, and negledcd the other childe, 


ned ther: fo; him that 1900 loueſt ſo much 


and (et light by the firſt, LAden the Empe⸗ 
ranr (aw this, be ſaid; Truely 4 decei⸗ 
ned thee without doubt, this is not thy 
ſonne, but one of them two is thy ſonne. 
Then ſaid the Poſher: Pp Rod, J mot 
earneſtly intreate pon , that you would 
tel mo without diſſe mbling. which ofthem 
is mp donne. The Emperour anſwered 


that this was pour Donne, and yon ches 
"ww him and fozſoke that other : and 


perour called fo bim that ſonne that hee 


Now when the Emperour ſaw this, he 
ſaid ts his wife, cerfainely J haue decehs | 
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is not thy ſonne, but the other is thy ſon. 
Then let ſhe all her care bpon the ſecond, 


id 2; cerfainoly I will not feli yon 


4 * 
+ bs 


—— mp realon, Kirſt, I fold you 2 
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when J told pon that this was pour Hon, 
then pou flightly regarded the firſt, and 
cherifhed the ſecond. Thereloze mp defire 
is that pon pet cheriſh them both alike, 
that 7 map haue like top of them. When | 
the Empzefſe heard this, ſhe cheriſhed 
them both alike, And when they were both 
come to age, the ©mperovr made a great 
feat, and befoze all his Nobles hee folde |} 
bis Wife openly which was ber Sonne. 
Then rciopced the Empꝛelle greatly, and 
when ſhe had liued a god time, ſhe ended 
her life in peace and ret. 


| The Morrall. 
. » - Deare friends, this Emperours ſonnes 
betfokeneth thoſe that be choſen to ener- 
laſting life, thoſe that be not choſen, The 
Pother ol them is the pꝛouidente of God 
that nouricheth them both : therefoze out 
Lo2d will not that his pzonidence ſhonss 
let the wozld know which be choſen, ans 
Which be not choſen, Foꝛ if ſhe knew that, | 
then would ſher loue the one and hate the 
. other, and ſo Charitie among bs wanld 
be ouerthꝛowne, and we ſhould line in dif- 
cazd:and frife : but Truth at the dap of 
iudgement ſhall tell to vs which of = 
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Gall be ſaved, and which of them ſhall be 
damned. Thereſoze pꝛap we in this woꝛld 
that we map come to the everlaſting feaſt 
in Heauen, Unto the which God bing 
vs all, Amen. 


The Argument. 


The vngodly of this world will not take 
any paines to liue vertuouſly, and yet 
oftentimes they are inriched for the 
molt part with the riches of Fortune, 
but they are not carefull of the reward 
laid vp for the ri us in heauen, nei- 
ther 5 they feart the torments of hell 
appointed for the Reprobates. | 


The 21. Hiſtorie. 


Dmetime there dwelt in Nome a nos 
ble Emperout named polenus, Which 
had thzie — hee loned much; 
Jt befell vpon a dap, when this Empe⸗ 
rour lap bpon his bed, he bethongbt him 
to which of his Sonnes he might give bis 
Empire after his deceaſe. Then called he 
ta him his tha& ſonnes and .(aid:UUhich of 
you is moſt ſlothfult, hee ſhall haue mine 


ny alter wp deceaſe, Thefirſt Don 
anſwered 


—— 0 
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anſwered ard laid: The Empire by rea⸗ 
(on Could be mine, fo2 J am ſo ſlothſull 
that it mp fote were in the fire, J had ra- 
ther it ould be burnt then J ſhould take 
it out. Then ſaid the ſecond: J am(quoth 
be) moze fit fo; the Empire then thon, 
fo2 though there were a co2d about my 
necke wherewith J chould be hanged,and 
if J had a ſharpe ſwo2d in my hand, foz 
bery loath I would not once put ſozth my 
hand fo cut the cozd to ſane my life. And 
when theſe two bzethzen had thus ſald, 

Gen the third ſpake ko; himſelfe thus : I 
onght to be @wperour befoze pon both, 
fo2 Jerc&de you in ſioath.and that J will 
pꝛoue thus : J lye bp2zight in mp bed, and 
there dzoppeth water vpon my eyes, and 
fo; bery oath J will not move mp head, 

nepther to the right fide of the bed, noz lo 
the left, to lane mp lolſt. Mhen the Empe⸗ 
rour heard this,be bequeathed the Empire 
vnto the poungeſh as to the ſloathfulleſt of 
the bꝛethen. LT EDEN 


The Morrall. 

Deare friends,this Emperour befoken- 
eth the Dioell, which is Lo2d and father 
puer the vngodly in this woztd. By — 
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firſt ſon is bnderſiod a man that chanceth 
into euill companp, dy which he falleth ins 1 
ts miſdemeanour, and bad leger be burnt 7 
in the fire of inne, igen dopart from them, 
The ſecond ſonne betekenelh him tbat 
' knoweshimſelfe to be fall bound with tbe 
band ol fin, wherewith he is to be hanged 
on the gallowes of hell, and is lo floathſall 
that he wil not cut it awap with the wo 
of true Kepentance, By fhe third ſonne is 
| bnderſfod a man that heares of the iopes 
 ofheauen the paines ot hell, but will not 
moue himſelfeto the right no2 fo the left 
ſide to fozſake his ſins, fo2 ſeare of eternall 
paine: ſach a man without doubt, dez his 
floth hal reteiue the king dam of hell, from 
which k&pe vs our Lozd Jelns. Amen. 


The Argument, 


Mans Soule,as a Captaine generall,with his 
forces of armed Vertues, hghts againſt 

a ſtrong Citie, the World, wherein is 
the Caſtle of Vanitie, and in that are the 
poiſoned forces of ſinne. as mortall ene- 
mies of mankinde, againſt whom well 
to fight, is the meanes to obtaine victo- 
ry and triumph euerlaſtingly. 12 

o 
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The 22. Hiſtorie. 


& Lexander the mightie Emperour 
AX ſometimie ruled, who beſleged a Citie 
ol the King of @gppt with a great boall, 
neuertgeleſſe this Emperour loſt many 
wo:thy Knights without any hurt of 
ſtroke. And thus from dap to day his peo- 
ple dyed ſodainlp, whereat this Alexander 
Wondzes greatiy, and was full ſozrowſull 
therefozo in his minde, and he cailed bnto 
bim the wiſeſt Philoſophers that might 
be kound and demanded ol them why his 
people dped thus lodainlp without any 
wounds. The Philoſophers anſwered e 
Cato, mp Lozd it is no wonder: fo2 vpon 
the wals of that Caſtle within the Citie, 
is a Coecatrice, thzough whoſe ſight pour 
men dpe, foꝛ they are tnſected with the be- 
nome that commeth from her epes, and 
reapon they die. 

Shen this Alexander aſked if there 
were anp remedie againſt the Cotatrice. 
de Philoſophers anſwered and ſaid : 
p Lo2d, there is god renedee, los if it - 
leaſe pon to ſet vp a large mirrour of 
ceare'glaſſe ouer againſt the Cocatrice, 
betwane your hoalt and the Wall Elte 
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Citte, when the Cocatrice beholdettz der | 
ſcife in the mirrour, the deadly nature of | 
ber venemous fight (hall returne againe 
fo ber ſelle, and thus ſh& ſhall dye, pour 
men ſhall thereby be laued. Then the Em 
pet gur did as the Phileſophers counſelled 
bim, and ſet vp fozthwith a large mfrrcur 
of excellent cleare glaſſe, and thus was 
the Cocatrice ſlaine, and the Emperour 
with his hoaſt made an aſſault to the _ 
| And obtained the bicto2p, 


The Mortall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour map be 
called euery Chꝛiſtian man which ought 
to gather an hoaſt of vertues. ſoʒ witbout 
berfne can no man fight ſpiritually, The 
Citie againſt which pi ſhall fight is the TE | 
wozld, wherein there is an high-Caſtle, - _Þ 
that is, vanit ie of banities, Vanitas vauita- e 

tum, & all is banitie. In this banifieffan- 
deth the Cotatrice, that is, pꝛide of liie de · 
fire of the epes, the luſt of the fleſh;where- 
foze this pꝛide infedeth io many that ihey 
dye in ſinne euerlaſtingly. Therefoze the 
beft remedy againſt this pꝛide is the con/ 
fideration-of our vncleanneſſe how 1 Wÿa 


Nr into the wozld. ae 
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aſked why a man is pꝛoud, cerfainely if 
map be anlwered thus, foz default of clo- 
thing bimlelle with vertues: what chal we 
doe when we die thus ghoſtip,but ſet bp a 
pare mirrour of conſcience, that bp that 
conſcience we map conflder our flidings,e 
our baittleneſſe, as in a glaſſe, where wes . 
map ſe our owne default And if we doe 
this, without doubt, the Cocatrice,that is, 
Ade of life. deſice of the epes, ę laſt bf the 
eſh, ſhall be btterlp deſtroped, ſhall ob» 
taine the bicozp of this woꝛldly citie, + by 
Ch:ilks merits win euerlaſting life. Unto 
which he bzing vs all. Amen, 


The Argument. 


The Soule of man being conuerſant in the 
body with the fleſh, ſne ſeeketh by ſini- 
ler meanes to ouerthrow the ſoule with 
her vncleane luſts after the world, where 
through the Soule for a time ſuffereth 
ſhipwracke of worldly felicitie, yet the 
Lyon ofthe Tribe of Juda is of power, 
not onely to comfort her in neceſlirie, 
but allo to revenge her iniurie, and to 
make her to repolſſeſſe her former eſtate 
in the world to come. Th 
#4 6 


Geſta Romanorum. Ty 


The 23. Hiſtorie. 
Mighty Emperour ſometime ruled 
the Romanes, named Archelaus, whe 
in his old age eſpouſed a faite Lady, hom 
a pong Knight loued, and had to doe with 

der as off as bim liſt. It befell on a night, 

"| that this Empcreur bethonght him in 
vis bed, to viſite the Titie of Jeruſalem, 
| Wherefoze without any moze delay he 02- 
dained all things neceſſary fo2 his tournep, 
and taking bis leaue of the @mp2eſſe,e of 
| theStates of bis Empire, went towards 
| the ſaid Citie. 5 
ben the Emp2eſle heard this, che 
foke the Paſfer of the Ship aſide,e (aid z 
It thou wilt conſent to me and be true, 
1- aſkeof me what thou wilt, and thou ſhalt 
haue it. The maſter of the ſhip was c93- 
rupt with couetouſneſſe and ſaid : O mp 
deare Lady, whatſoener pou will coms 
mand me, J ſhall withant faile fulfill it, ſo 
that yon will reward me foz mp labour; 
Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe, befoꝛe thon doſt 
ought foz me, J will giue the whatſeenet 
| thou beſireſt, ſo that thon wilt (weare (6 
be true to me, kep mp counſel, Then the 
+ maſterofthe ſhip ſware to be true to } 6 | 
i Þ hen 
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Then ſaid the Empzeſſe:my Loꝛd go⸗ 


eth with pou in pour ſhip, therefoze when 
hs is in the midſt of the lea, caſt him oner- 
bozd, that he maybe dzotoned, and thou 
halt haue what than wilt fo2 thy reward. 
Then the maſter of the ſhip ſware a great 


oath and ſaid: By the great God lupiter 


after he commeth once within my hip,you 


gaue him as much gold as be would haue, 


and he went to his ſhip, 
And within ſhozt time alter, the @m- 


perour foke his ip, and when he was in 


the midff of the ſea, the Paſter of the ſhip 
toke the Emperour and thꝛew him oner- 
boꝛd into the lea. Mhen the Paſter res 
turned againe, de told the Empꝛeſſe how 
be caſt the Emperour into the (ea, where- 
of the was right glad. 


T'bis Emperour that was caff into the '| 
lea, had learned in his pouth to lwim, and 


ſwam to an Jland in the (ea, And when he 
was faint g like to be dzowned,he pzoped 
fo God to be his helpe. At the length hen 
came into a little land, wherein was no- 
thing but Lpons and Leopards, and ſuch 
other beaſts as ſwam thither from other 
lands. When the Emperour had ut 


Fo 
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Wall neuer le him moze, Zhen the Lady 
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land in that Ile, h eſpyed a poung Lion 
fighting with an old Leopard, and the Lt- 


on was fo weake, and was almoſt overs 
tome. Now the Tinperoz had great tom⸗ 
| paſſion on the Lpon, and dzew out his 
(wo2d, and fo2thwith New the Leopard, 
Toe Lyon from bat time fozth followed 
the Emperour, and would not lcaue him 
| fog anp thing, but every dap the pꝛey that 
the Lyon fake,be bzeught and latd at the 
Emperours \&t,anv the Gmperout (mote 
fire on a flint None, and bꝛapled the bodp 
, of the beaſt in the ſkinne: and thus was 
be fed fo; a long ſeaſon. At length as be 
walked by the Þea-fhoze he ſaw a geably 
ſhip come ſapling bp, and with an high 
vopte, he cryed, And when the ſhip-men 
beard the bopce, thep wondzed what it 
might be, whereſoze they ſapled toward 
bim: and when they were come neare 
him, her laid: God friends take me with 
pon, and A wall pay pou a god franght; 
Do they toke him ints their ip, and tho 
AX pon followed him,ſwimming in the ſea 
| after the Chip : and when the Lyon was 
neare downed the ſhip-men had pitiy on 
bim, and foke him into the ſhip. Pow 
when'the Emperour came to land, bee 
' HD 2 pate 


1 — a * R—e—_—_ — 
4 1 - * s : l g * — * Ts _ o ” — * — | , . As . 13 | ad. o - 
* o * * — 
o . * * 
- 


The Hiſtorie of 


paid his fraught,and went fozth with the | 
Lion till he came — owne — 


be, there came from the Pallace a — 


toward him that he knew, but the Squire 
knew not him. To whom the Emperour 
ſaid thus: God friend J p2ay thee ſell me 
what is the cauſe of this melodie. The 
Squire anſwercd and ſaid, the Empzeſſe 
is marryed this dap, and all the States of | 
the Empire are at the feaft, and therefo2e | 
thep make ſuch melody. Then ſatd the 


Emperour fs the Squire : where is her | p 


buſband that was the Emperour beſozez 
The Squire ſaid that he went fo the holp 
land ard was dꝛowned bp the wap. Then 
the Emperour ſaid : Sir, J p2ap pou fell 
the Cmpzeſſe, and the Lo2d that ſhonld 
be her hulband that J(ſo pleaſe them) will 
ſhew their Maieſlies rare ſpozt with mp 


Lpon.Zhe Squire granted fo doe his ers fo 
rand, and went in and told his Lozd and | wy 
Ladp that a godly olde man was at the | ne 
gate, that would ſhew them ſpozt with | th 
bis Lyon. Then ſaid the new marryed | pz 
Ladp, bꝛing bim in, be perchance map de | (a; 
lerue meate fo; his play. When the Cra- | {fy 


perour 


/ perour with his Lion was bzought in, the 

Lyon without any ſetting on ranne vpon 
the poung Knight that was newlp mar, 
ryed and flew him, and when der had ſo 
done, he ran bpon the Empꝛeſſe alſo, and 
denoured her to the bones, befoze all the 
Lo2ds of the Empire. And when the No- 
bles ſaw this they wcre greatly agaſt, and 
beganne to flpe. But the Emperour with 
bis faire ſpœech per ſwaded them and ſaid: 
Loe this is the bengeance of God, foꝛ this 
my Wife hath bſcd adalterp long time 
with this Knight that lyeth dead, alſo ſhe 
pꝛadiſed mp death with the Paſter of the 
chip, s thereupon he thꝛew me into the ſea, 
but God laued me from death, anp becauſe 
AJ help once this Lion af a need, he neuer 
fozſ@ke nie ſince ; and now os pe allſe, 
when J came info my Pallace, without 
pꝛouoking of me, be hath flaine both the 
Adulterers, and theretoze vnderſland per 
fo truth that J am your Emperoꝛ. Now 
when they beard this they looked moze fer 


| 


their Emperour, and greatly reiopeing 
pꝛapſed God foz that miracle, which had 
ſaued their Lozd E Emperour. Aud they 


ined together along time tn peace _ 
8 
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nently bpon him, and diſcerned him to be 
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perfect men be caſt aut of the ſhip into the 
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Deare friends, by this Emperour wier 
map vnderſtand euery Chꝛiſtian man that 
purpoleth to viſit the Citie of lervſalem, | 
thatts,fo getenerlaſting lite thꝛsugh faith. 
But bis wife, that is, the wzetched fleſh; / 
murmureth againſt the ſonle, and loueth 
better an adulterer, that is, deadly ſinne, 8 
then her hulband. This Emperour went 
into a ſhip, taking his iournep towards f 
the Citie of Icruſalcm, that is, he went ta f 
the Church of God which is the wap to 
Gad: but the wife, that is, fleſhly men. ac 
cuſed him to the maſter of the ſhip, that is, 
to the Pzelates of the Church, ko: great 
rewards, which oftentimes doe blinde the 
fight of many Juffices, whereby many 


| 
; 
The Morrall. 


| 
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| 


Dea fo be dzowned, that is, cut of the 
Charch, info the Sea of this wozld. But 
what ſhall he doe then that is thus caſt fo 
be froubled in this wozld : certainly this 
ought be to doe: let him learne to ſwim, 
that is, let him put all his hope in God. 
and by his grace he ſhal come to an Jland, 
ſhat is, the Religion of heart, and then he | 
Hall loc ever the better to keepe himſelte 
on! 


— 


' 


+ onf of this wozld,and therefoze D. Iames 
| ſaith : A pure Religion and vndefiled be- 
fore os euen the Father, is this,&c. And 
| bee that is in this Religton wall finde a 
1, | Lpon,whom he behwueth fo haue againſt 
the Dinell. This Lyon is our Lozd geſu 
„ Chailk, that came ol the tribe ot luda, wha 
J fighcth ener againſt the Diuell: and if a 
man hath holp this Lyon, that is, bath 
4 ſcrued God againſt his enemies at any 


fo:ſake him at his ne de, acco;ding fo the 
| Pſalm, ſaping : Cum ipſo ſum ia tribu- 
+] Jatione: J am with vim in trouble. By 
this Lpon thou muſt tale ſhy wife, that 
tis, thy fleſh with repentance, and flap thy 
6] ſinne, and then without doubt thou ſhalt 
z| obfaine the Empire of heauen. Unto the 
which bzing vs our Lozd Jeſus, Amen. 
2 
, 
| 


The Argument. 


The Soule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in 
Baptiſme, yet 4ycth b by meanes of lin, 
—— behinde her her ſonne, called 
Reaſon, or rather the Word of God, 


which ſearcheth the diſeaſe of man her 


| n father: and being ſent for to cure 
7H4 the 
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1 fime, het map fruff well that he will not 
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the malady of his ſtepmother, Will, he 
refuſeth to adminiſter ghoſtly comfort 
vnto her. 


The 24. Hiſtorie. 
Omtime in Rome bare wap, a mighs 
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tie Emperour named Gorgonic, wha 


marrped a bertuons and beantifull Lady 


fo his wife, This young Lady in due pꝛa⸗ 


celle of (ime eonceiued and bare a Bonne, 


A faire and an amiable childe. When this 
childe was fen peares old, his mother the 


Empzeſſe dyed. Not long after the Em⸗ 
perour married another wife, The ſecond 


wife could not affect oz laue bp any means 


the Emperonrs ſonne, but did him all 
the ſhame and repꝛoach that ſhæ might. 
When the Emperour perceived fhis,wtl- 


ling fo pleaſe his wife, be exiled his ſonne | 


out of his Empire. And when the ſonne 
was exiled, he went and ſtudied Phyſicke, 
ſo (hat within ihoꝛt time he was a ſkilful 


long alter that tha Emperour his Father 
fickned and was almoſt at deaths dwze : 


wherefoze when be heard that his ſonne 


was lo god a Þbyſitian, hee ſent fo him 


come 


and a cunning Phyſitian, It befell not 


| 
| 


by Letters, pzaping bim that he would | | 


| 
| 
/ 
| 


- Phylicke were the cauſe thereof. 
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$9 
tame fo him without delap. Now the ſon 
willing to obey his Fathers commanbe- 
ment in all haſt came to him: and when 
be bad felt his pulſes, he diſcerned the ſick⸗ 
neſſe, and miniſtred phyſick to him, where- 
by he ſhoꝛtly reconered. 

Pol long after the Empꝛelle bis eps 
mother began fo waxe ſicke,4 many Pby- 
ſttians ſaid ſhe would dpe.And when the 
Emperour heard this, be ſent fo2 dis ſon 
to help her of her ficknefe. Then ſaid his 
ſonne,certainly father J will lay no hand 
on her, Then the Emperour beganne fg 
ware w;oth,+ſaid : It thou wilt not obey 
my commandement,thou ſhalt bencefozth 
depart mp Empire. 
and ſaid: At pou doe ſo (deare father) vou 


doe bnrightfally, foz well pon know, that 


you exiled me oat of your emptre thꝛor gh 
her ſuggeſtion, and my abſence was cauſe 
of your ſickneſſe no mp pꝛelence is canſe 
of her ſickneſle, and therefoze J will not 
meddle with ber, noz bie any phyſicke vn⸗ 
to her: foʒ oſtentimes byũtiaus are de- 
ceiaed in their Patients, therefoze J dare 
lap no hand on her, foz ił it honld foztang 
her te dye, men would iudge that my 


Then 


His forne anſwered 
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and was greatlp pleaſed with the ſight of 
mee that pon begat : buf when this my 
Stepmother law me,ſhe was angrp,and 
toke cozſte at the heart, and theretoze if 
A Gould but ſpeake fa her, ber ſozrow 
would much moze increaſe, 4 if J ſhould 
ufer to tauch her, ſhee would be in a rage, 
Alſo a Phyſitian p2ofifeth little except the 


_. keneth euerp Ch:iſtian man, which is 
+ marryed fo Chzift in the Baptiſme of re- 

ration: foz then the Boule is made the 
. Spouſe of Chziſt,on whom our Sanlour 


The Hiſtorie of 
Then laid tde Empcrour:ſhehath the 
berp (ame fickneſſe that J had. His ſonne 
anſwered and ſaid: though ſher haue the 
ſame fickneſle, neuertheleſſe pon be not 
both of one tonſlilution: fo2 whatſoener 
J did fo pon, pou were therewith content, 
and when pon ſaw mer come within the 
Pallace , pon refoyced at my comming, 


Patient take pleaſure in him. Now none 


The Morrall. 
Deare Friends, this Emperour befo- 


begetteth a ſonne, that is, the * 


tan cure her of ennie. And when ber had | 
ſpoken bis minde, he toke his leaue, and 
departed thence, 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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pf his Mozd and Mill. But when {He 
childe grew fo ſome tenne prares of age, 
o ſome increaſe in vertue, his mother, 
Chriſtianitie, dped: then vertue departeth 


an man his father matcheth himſelfe with 
another woman, the ſtepmother ofthe ſold 
pouth, named ignoꝛant Enuie, which in no 
wile could afﬀtecx the Emperours Sonne 


of knowledge, wherefoze the cauſed him 


fo be baniſhed into a ſtrange Countrep, 
from his Father and ber both. It bapned 
that the god Chziſtian man, being ouer⸗ 


tkuled by his wife falleth ſicke and ſendeth 


foz his Sonne, knowledge of Gods wozy 
and will, fo cure him as his Phyſitian, 
who dutifully perfozmeth the lame. Wut 
bis epmother falling ſicke et the ſight of 
the Emperours ſon, though the Chziſtian 
man her huſband, labours to him to cure 
her as a god Pbpfttan of her (oule, yet 


health oz life bnfo-eternail ſaluation, (a 


that the Phyſition ame thither to late, 2 
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from pouth, and afterwards the Chꝛiſti⸗ 


ſhe not liking bis god cndeanonr to win 
ber from ignozant envy of the Truth, is 
verp hardly healed of her ſicknelle, but ol⸗ 
fentimes dpeth in her ignozant ennie and. 
wilfall wickedncffe, without any hope ol 
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The Hiſtorie of | 
The Argument. 


Teſus Chriſt the Sonne of God ought to be 
cheriſhed and foſtered in our hearts by 
faith and good life: which is taken from 
vs when we are not thankfull vnto him 
for his graces, Wherefore the preachers 
of Gods word, as good Phylitians, arc 
ſent vnto vs, for toadmonith and warne 
vs to perſeuer in amendement of life, 
and conſtant hope in Chriſts merits, and 
ſo to harbour him in our hearts, as he 
may thereby beſtow on vs the promo- 
tion of heauenly bliſſe. | 


The 25. Hiſtorie. 


Smtime there dwelt in Nome a mighs« 
tie Emperour named Folenus, who 
toke fo wife the Kings daughter of Ger⸗ 
manp, a faire Lady g a courteons, which 
Within ſhozt time conceiued & bare a ſon, 
When the childs was bozne the States of 
the Empire came to the Emperour, and 
every one of them belought the Empcroz 
to haue the bzinging vp of bis ſonne, The 
Emperour anſwered and laid: to mozrow 
ſhall be a Tourney,and there you ſhall - 

A 
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be, and which of pou doth beſt, and obfap- 
neth the victozp, he hall haue the keeping 
of mp ſon: and if he traine him bp well, 4 
ſhall pꝛomote him to great dignitp and ho- 
nour, and if he doe the contrary, he ſhall 
dye the fouleſt death that can be thought, 
Chen laid they : Moſt renerend Lo2d, all 
this pleaſeth bs well. On the mozrow 
when euerp man was come to the fournep 
the States iuſted valiantip: but at length 
tame a baliant Knight named loſias, who 
ſo conragionuſlp bare himſelſe there,that he 
obtained the bictozy. And immediatelp al⸗ 
ter the Tournep was all done, this loſias 
toke the childe g led him home with him. 
And becauſe the Emperours ſonne ſhould 
be recetued with tate in his Country, het 
(ent befoze fo bis Callie,and commanded 
bis officers that they ſhould ropally pꝛo⸗ 
nide foz him, and that the childes lodging 
Gould be in the midſt of the Caſtle, q alſo 
that the ſeauen Sciences Chould be pour- 
traped about the childes bed, that when 
the childe waked ont of his fl&p, be might 
Ipe in his bed and behold the ſame, The 
Knight had a wholſome Well by the 
childes bed ſide, wherein he bſeb to bathe 
 Himſelfe,q the Knights wiſe bare the * 
| 0 


4 | 
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bf the Mell, and there was a-window 
whereat the Sun might comfo2tablp ine 
vpon him. It foztoned vpon a dap that the 
Lady left open the window though neg⸗ 
ligence: which being done, thither came a 
Beare ond ſe&ing the window open, went 
to the mell g bath ed him her cin, of whoſe 
bathing the well ſaudured after, though 


* 


| | ** 88 


the great heate which was at that time in. 


the bhunted Beare, wherebp whoſocner 
dꝛanke of that water waxed lepꝛous with⸗ 
in G82t lime alter. So it foꝛtuned that the 
Loꝛzd and the Lady, with all the houſhold 
bp dzinking of the water ol that Mell be⸗ 
tame lepers, notwithſtanding it appeared 
not pꝛeſentlp. Not long after it foztuned 
there came a great Eagle in at the win⸗ 
dow where the Emperours (on lap, bare 
the childe away ont of the Cradle. Now 
when the Lo2d of the caſtle heard this her 
wept bitterly,e ſaid: Alas, alas, woe is me 
wzetched creature, that euer J was bo2ne, 
what shall J doe: now J am the ſonne of 
death, fo: J am become a loathſome leper, 
and (s is my wile with all mp honſhoto : 
alſo the Gmperours ſon is loft and gone. 

Now While hee thus mourned, there 
tame to him a Phyſitian,and laid: Sirzif 
vou 
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von will doe after my counſell pon ſhall 
not repent you. Firſt it behoueth pon, 
pour wife, and all pour honſhold to be let 
* blond, and after that to be bathed g cleane 
| waſhed, and then J will apply fo pou mp 
medicine: and when pon are whole then 
| Hall pon and your houſhold walke bp te 
the mountaines,and (@ke the Emperours 
ſonne,foz the Eagle hath let him fall there 
in ſome place. Then this Lozd followed 
the aduiſe and counſel! thus giuen him by 
| the Pbyſitian, and fozthwith he and all 
bis honſhold were let blend, and receined 
| the medicine, and within a ſhozt lime af- 
| 
| 
| 


ter were all whole and ſound, When they 
were thus healed, ber tfoke his hoꝛle, ac- 
tompanied with th2& men, and rode fozth 
to ſceke the Childe, and at laſt hee tound 
dim whole and ſound, lping in a valley, 
| whereat he greatly reiopced. And inconti- 
nentiy with great ioy and gladneſſe he led 
the childe home ts the @mperour his Fa- 
ther. Now when the Empereur ſaw bis 
Sonne in god health be was right glad, 
and pzomoted him to great honour, And 
ſo after that he had long time ilned there in 
* oble eſtate, he after ended his liſe in peacs 
And reſt, 
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The Morrall. 


keneth the Father of Heanen, his Sonne 


riſh whom many men deſire, at ſuch time 
as they receiue the ſacrament of his death 
and paſſion. Henooriſheth him beſt, that 
iuſteth with the diuell, and onercommeth | 


him by godlp life. bis Knight that toke | 


this chiide with hin, betokeneth a god 


Chꝛiſtian man, that enermoze abſtapneth |, 
truelp from doing enfil,andlaboareth con- 
tinaally to doe god to all men. Therefoze | 


doe we as the Knight did, lend mefſengers 
befoze to pzepare and make cleane the Ca⸗ 
Ile of our hearts, from all ſpots of ſinne, 
by liuely faith, and ſo ſhall this Childe Je- 
ſus reſt in the midſt of our hearts. 


is without mercp and truth map not nou⸗ 
riſh that bleſſed child Jeſus: but it hapneth 
oft that the Knights wile, hat is, the fleſh 


leaueth that Well open, and then comes 
the Beare, that is, the diuell, and leaneth 
bis loathlome filth in the Mell ofmercy, 


k 
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Deare Friends, this Cmperour bets © 


befokeneth our Lo2b Jeſus Chꝛiſt, to nau / 


Tde Mel betokeneth mercy, which |, 
ought to be next sur Lozd:fo2 whoſoener 


of man, beareth the Rey of mercy,and off | 
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cells Romans, 


| any who i tugeythertoſhat bend 
with the lepzolte of Fane, The window 

joſp E 12 men are comfozted 
ped the. agle tom. 

1. Parry f awap the knaw- 

e en bs fats the vale of is, 

great cauſe to wepe, bat what ſhall wee. 
doe when the childe(s gone, but ſend foꝛ a 
der of the wozd of God, which tall giue 
dim connſell to Tet bim on and all his 


iner is the grace of the 

of the 

"1 9 and ſecuritie, and then man hath 
 kkilfoll Pbyſttian, that is, a diſcret Pini- 
'douthald, that is to puf ont une though 


bimſelfe wilb earneſt repenlance unte bis 
'heanenly father, 

_ | -Mhenmuff be bath bimſelſe with feares 
of contrition and comwpnngion of heart, e 
after that take the medicine of amendes 
ment et life, and ſo live pure 6 cleane from 
all manner of ſin, and when he bath done 
thus, he muſt leape on the palfrep of god 
perſenerance from enill, 4 ride fozth with 
the th1& men, that is, falling from entlf, 
paper vnfo Gov, and well deſerving to⸗ 


wards eee ee wall 


acknowledging thereof, and reconciling - 


- 
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unde the Childs Jeſus in the | batlep uk 
Pumilitie, and not an a hill, that is, s. 
And it he doe this, Donbtleſſe bu ſhall bans 
might and power to nourith that bleed 
Childe Jelus, fo2 whoſe noariſhing the 
Father of heauen ſhall pꝛomote him buts 
encriaſting ifoy. Unts the which fop b& 
2 bs, that wer bis pzecious blond foz 
s, Amen, 


«2 
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The Argument. 


Chriſt the giver of euerlaſting glory, hath 
proclaxmed a liꝶe joy and biken hea» 
ven, as well to the poore as to the rich. 
But the rich oft times counting all, lo- 
ſeth that prerogatiue which the 21 
in hatt inioy by the prouidence of G 
Yet as he is a righteous God, he orday- 
neth both for Gench and poore in ſuch 
ſort, that if they will, they may together 
ioyfully be Gishicd with the great plen- 
ty of his abundint graces, 


The 26. Hiſtorie. 


> Ometime dwelt in Nome a mightie 
j - Emperour, named Fulgentiue, which 
k | Boner his people Robly, and — 


| badginen them. 


them — bee made to p:oclatme 


kbꝛougbont allnations,whoſsrencr would 


tome to him xicł oa paze at a certaine dap, 
Would hane their petitions whatſoever it 
were. When:'the men heard this 
they were glad, and came at the day adlig- 
ned, and tuery man put fozth his petition 
vato the Emperour, immediatelp their 
petitions were grantetand fulfilled; inſo⸗ 


— that a great ay robes reuenewes 
of the Empire was nted among 


them. Then enery man was ioplull ans 
went home againe, and toke poſſeſſion of 
ſuch lands and Caſtles as the Emperout 


Straigbt wap after, the pot men in 
the Emperours Dominions, gathered 
them together e (aid ; g common cry was 
made, bat whoſoeter tame to the Empe⸗ 


goe we now and try if we map obtaine 
any god ofthe Emperoꝛ. Now this coun⸗ 
ſell liked dem au, wh:reſoze thep went fo 
the Emperours Paſlate, and there they 
pat fozth their petitions ascozding to the 


Þ;oclamation, 3 
ol When 


I 2 


rours Pallace,ſhould have whatſoeyer hs 
aſted. The rich men haue biene there late- 
lp, and obtapned their petitions: therefoze 
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When the Emperonr hadbeard them 
be laid to them: Dears ſrienos, A hang 
heard all your is true that 


my poꝛotlamatien was that euery man 
indifferently ſhould come and haue their 
petitions, but the rich 4 ty men hang 
biens bere befoze you, to A bane gi⸗ 
nen all that J bad ſaue onely-the ropaity 
of my Londſhip, and ſo haue J nothing loft 
to giue pou. Mhereto the pe men ſadly 
replyed: Poſt gracions Moutraigue haus 
compaſſion on vs, e let vs not goe away 
empty, foz wer know well that it is our 
owne default that w& came not rather 
with theſe other rich e mightp men, buf 
ith it is ſo, we crave pour Mate, that we 
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map line. Then fafd the Emperaur: god 
friends, though J haue giuen moſt of mp 
lands,renfs,tenements,and'caſfles to the 
rich men that came befoze yon, neverthe- 
leſle, I haue kept iti in owne hands 
the ſoneraigntie and dominton oner them, 
and that J doe giue fo pon, ſo they all 
be pour ſernanfs, and be obedient to you 
all. And when the poze men heard this, 
greatly hereat relopcing; bey -kneled 
dawne to the Emperonr and ſhanked him 


- taping, 
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may obtaine ſomewhat by the which we 
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Caping,Loethorigh we cane late, pet wa 


be Lozds ober all theſe other. And with 
this they take'thetr leaue and went home 


- againe,. But when the rich e mighty men 


heard that, thep were greatly moned, and 
ozvained a on parliament among 
themſelues; 
among them: Alas, alas, — we 
ſerae tdem that ſomtime were but Pon 
and our ſubit qs in all manner thin 
now they andy Lo2ds duer vg. — 
foze goe ot zit with one allent to the Em- 
perour, an pꝛay him fo; redzeſſe. Mhen 
this was [at th fozthwith went to the 
Emperour' fo him, Renerend 
XL.02d what * tdis meane, thoſe that 
wers our ſeruants ere white, be now our 
K92ds - we beſiech your Pighneſle that it 
may not be iu. 

Then lait the Emperour: my god 
triends, 3 u no wꝛong, fo: my pꝛo- 
clamation w common, that wyatloeuer 
pou aſked of me du ſhould haue pour pe⸗ 
tition, 4 pon aſked onely of me lands and 
honozs and allthoſe J have granted pon 
to pour dwn dellres, inſomuch that J kept 
nothing foz my delle, and you were well 
content at pour going hence, Ho = 

13 tya 


— thns it was ſpoken 
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iat came thæimpie and poze men, aud 
alked of me ſame liuing accoꝛding ta my 
Pꝛoclamation, and J badnotbing fo gine 
them bat onclp tbe/foneratgntie and dosÞ | 
minton oner pou, which; J kept in my | 
N bands: nom when the pe men tr ped ſo 
x te me, J-g3uethem the antbozitte over | 
? you, yet J (&;not that peu can blame mi a 
therefozt: fed gave pon all the wealth 
which J had. Then laid they: Dh veares {| 
gracious Lon, we map van let bs baue 
your help and adniſe in ibis ſo dangerous 
a caſe, The Emperonr anſwered and ſaid; 
Sirs,if pon will follaw mp abniſe, J ſhall 
give ye god and paofifableconnſell. hen | 
| they laid: win be ready to fulfiil whatſogs 
| yer. pon adnj{$ibg: las our pzofit, : They | 
{aid tbe Emperdur: Pp.loving friends; 
you haue reteined of mcg both lands and 
Tenements, and allo great plentp of ho- 
nours and pꝛeſerments the which by mp 
counſel] pon ſhail impart to the poze men, 
that thep may grant bnfs yon the ſones 
raigntie, and that dominion which they 
haue. UWhen the mightie men beard this, 
they willingly condeſcended to impart 
thetr gods among the paze men, and they 
2s willingly gaue them againe. tbe an⸗ 
thozitie 
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thozifie auer them, like as they had of the 
rich men. And thus were they both cons 


tente, and the @mperonr was greatly 
commended of gil the people becauſe he ſo 
well contented both parties. 


The Morrall. 

Deare Friends, by this Emperour is 
inderftod our Lo2d Jeſus Ch2it, which 
made 8 Pzoclamation by his P2ophets, 
Patriarkes, Apoſtles,and Þ3zeachers,that 
every man bath po:e g rich, ſhould come 
and aſke euerlaſting iop, and without 
doubt they ſhall obtaine their pefifion. But 
th? rich end mightte men aſke no other 
thing, but wo2lbly honoor and franſitozp 
riches, foz this wozld fhall palle, and all 
the covefonlnefſe thereof; wherecoze hc& 
gave them ſo much of wo:ldly wealth, 


that he had nothing left fo2 himleife, acy 


cozding to the ©cripture, The birds of hea- 
uen haue nefts,and the Foxes in the earth 


haue caues, but the Sonne of man hath 


nothing in the earth, where hee may put 


his head, Mat 8. 20 The pme men be the 
mMecke in hart, of whom evr Lo2d ſpeaketh 
ſaying : Bleſſed be the poore in ſpirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven, Mat. 5.3. 
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S0 it honld ſ@me that they bane ſous, 
raigntie in beauen aboue the mightp in 


ought to impart their k 
with the pee men,accozdin 
ture, Make you friends vit 
quitie, that when yee ſpall 
receiue you into cycriattl 
Luk, 16.9. And 8 5 
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rich men 


po2all riches 
fo the Scrip⸗ 
riches of ini- 
t, they may 


Wozld, therefaze 


þ 


The Emperour of glory Chr if teſys,hath 


two daughters, the one faire, the ether 
foule, the faire daughter is the world, 


and the pleaſures thereof: the foule is 


pouertie and trouble. The faire daugh- 


ter is deſired of many, the foule of few, 


for hee that loueth the world tegardeth 
onely the vanities thereof, en: that 
loueth God will ſuffer all perſecution 
and trouble for the obtayning of wa 
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his fapze Daugbter. To wham the @uw 


The 27. Hiſtorie. 


* Ometime dwAt in Rome a mightie 
Emperour named Domician, which 
bad two Daugbhters,ths one of them was 
paſſing faire,but the other fonule and ill fas 
youred, wherefoze he pzoclatmed th;ovgh-s 


gut all his Empire, that who ſo would 


banc his faire Danghter to Mile, cheulo 
hane nothing with her, but her bcavtitpll 
and come lp perſonage. But who ſs would 
marrp bis fonle Daughter, mould bans 
all his Empire aſter his deceaſe. Now 
when this P;oclamation was made, there 
came many Lozds that defired to marrp 


perour anſwered thus: Sirs,x& wot not 
what y& deſire, foz if vd marry. her, pi 


ſhall baue nothing with der but ber bean- 


titull and comely perſonage; and forther- 

moze, if J gine her to ane of pon rather 
then to another, pon will gruich, there- 
ſo:vif pte will nerdes haue her, and fozſake 
my ſonle daughter, you ſhall iull koz her, 
and be that winnetd her ſhall marry her. 

Then the Nobles and the States of 
Empire greatly reioyced, and faz the lone 
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of that beautifall Damſell they would 
0 not # 
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nly fut fight alſo:ſo thep ſet a day 
atteſt; and many wozthy men wers 
Jain on both ſides,nenerthelefſe one obtat- 
A yedthe bictozp,4 eſpouſed that faire Laby. 
- -*»  "Wheſccond daughter which was foule 
and ill fagoured,ſeing her ſiſter ſo beſtobo⸗ 
ed with great ſolemnitp, wept datly, there⸗ 
foze the Emperovr her father came to ber 
and laid: Deare danghter,why mourneff 
thon thus - Alas deare father quoth ſhe, 
it is no wonder though Imourne, ſeing 
my ſtſter is marrped with great honour 
and gladneſſe, and euer p man is fopfull of 
per, and no man careth fo: my tcompanp. 
therefoze veare Father what J ſhall doe 
JF know not. Then ſatd the Emperour: 
O mp deare daughter, all that is 12 1 is 
thine,and it is not bnknowne to ther, th 
der which married thy fiffer had nothing 
with ber bat herbeantifall cozps : F dann 
foe J ſhall pꝛoclaime in mine owne per- 
fon thzongh all mine Empire tha! what 
man will marry the, J ſhall aſſore him 
the Empire alter my decreaſe by Letters 
patent. Then this pong Laby thongh ſhe 
was foule and ill fanoured, ntuertheleſſe 
Ge reioyced greatly in the pꝛomiſe of her 


Father. @hoztly after the Pꝛoclamation 
was 
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was thus made, there came a pzoper and 
young Knight, wbich eſpouſed the Lady, 
and after the death of the Emperour, bie 
ſeazed bpon all the Empire. and b was 
crowned Empersur and ſhe Empzeſle : 
and after that they lined together a long 
time in peace andreſt, 


The Morrall. 
Deare friends, this Emperour befoken- 
eth our Lozo Jeſus Cbꝛiſt, mbich bad :wo 
Daughters, the one faire, and the other 
foule. The faire daughter betokeneth the 
Wozld, which is full faire and delegable 
to many men. The fonle betokeneth pa- 
nerty and trouble, whom ſew men deſire 
to marry with. Neaecrtheleſſe a Pꝛocla- 
mation was made by the help Scripture, 
that who ſo would haue his faire Daugh⸗ 
ter that is, ibe wozld,ſhoold haue nothing 
with ber but her fairencfle, that is, the 
woꝛldlp vanities which fade and fal away 
like as the beauty of man:but who ſo will 
marry the foule Daughter, that ts, will 
holontarſlp receine ponertic and tonble 
foz Gods lone, without doubt h hatt 
abtaine the Empire of Hcanen. 2, 
ding to the Scripture, laping: Vc thar 
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haue forſaken all things for my love to fol- 
low me. ſhall haue euerlaſting life. 

Panp Noble and wozthy men haut 
infted foz the ſapze daughter, that is, haue 
fought and trauelled by ſea and by land in 
this world, fo: couctouſnefſe ot wozidlp 


riches, and at length there be many flaine: 


foz there is nothing here but pꝛide of life, 
Conctouſneffe of the eyes, e of the Fleſh, 
where thzough. theſe gricnons finncs, all 
the wozld is put fo great damage and 
mifchiefe. So hee that marryeth the fap2e 
Daughter, that is, the Mozlo, is he that 
ſetteth all bis affection and whole deſire 
bpon the wꝛetchedneſſe and banities of 
this wicked wozld, and wilt not by any 
meanes cozſakethis baine world, — A 
w3etch. But be that marrieth the fouls 
daughter is the god Chꝛiſtian man, which 
foz. the loue of the kingdome of Heanen, 
and the everlaſting toyes thereof, (o:ſa- 
keth all this woꝛld, e not onclp doth thus, 


but alſo deſpiſeth biuiſcife, obeping onto 


the true g cuerlaſting God in all things. 
Suth a man tertaineip (hall obfaine the 
topfall and happy Empire of Yeaoen, 
Unto the which be that zped'foz bs, enen 
Jeſus Thailt bzing bs all. Amen. —_ 
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- - with the Dog, 


ſhould inconfinently become freſh againe, 


Deuotion Prayer and Thankeſgiuing vn« 


to God for his gifts,is a (weet ſounding 
Muſicke, deloctable in the eares of God. 
Wierer are hereby warned after our firſt 
. offending, not to returne to our vomit, 
nor after waſhing, with 
the So, to wallowing in the mire : No, 
rather let vs bach our ſoules in the Well 
of ſorrowfull and harty repentance, and 
rſeuetance in good life, that wee may 
live with Chriſt in cuerlaſting i ioy and 
bliſſe. ( 


The 28. Hiftorie, - 


Dmetime in Rome dwelf a mightie 
Empetour named Andromiche, the 
Which abone ali things loued Puſiche. 
This Emperour had within his Caſtle a 
Well of (ach bertae, that whoſoeuer wers 
dzanke, by dzinking tbe water thereof 


and be delivered from all kinde of dizincs. 
There was allo owelling in the Empe- 
ronrs Court a knight named Ydronie, 
whom the Emperour a era ne 
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tim es he would be dzunke, which bite ths 
Emperour hated aboue all things. Any 
when this Knight perceined himſclfe 
- dzunke, then would he goe to the Well x 
dzinke of that water, and (0 refreth bim- 
lelle, ſo that whatſoener the Emperour 
laid to him, he would anſwere him (6 rea- 
lonably, that no dzunkenneſſe might be 
ſene in him, and ſez his witty anſweres 


the Emperours lone from him. 
It foztaned on a dap that this @mpe- 
rour went to the Foꝛreſt where he heard 
a Nightingale ſing right pleaſantly ; of/ 
tentimes after he would riſe carely in the 
mozning, and ſometimes from his meat, 

and walk info the woods heare her ſtat 
ſong : wherefoze many of his men (aid 


among themſelues: Dur Lo2ddelighteth 


lo much in tbe Nightingales (ong,that he 
reckaneth nothing our p3ofit, inſomuch 
that chzough two things his lone is with» 


dzawen from ds, that is, by Ydronie the 
night. and by the ſwert ſongofthe High ⸗ 


tingale. {Then ſaid an old Knight tht 
was among them: Sirs,quoth be, (f pon 


will follow my counſel, 1 tall deliner 
vou 


be was greatly beloned of the Emperour. 
Neuerthelefſe his fellowes (ought to bas 
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nnd ſaid bnto the old night: 
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you of the Knight Yeronic, and of the 


they ware and ſaid, whatſoener pon avs 
viſe vs to doe, we will Araightwap fullitl 
it with all our hearts, When this Knight 
beard this, within a while after he chanced 
fo elppe ibis Knight I dronic dzunke, 
wherefoze he locked faſt the well, ſo when 
this Knight Ydronie came to refreſh him⸗ 
ſelfe, hee found the Mell (aft locked. 
Now the Emperour had a great buſts 
nelle to treate of, whereſoze in haſſe he (ent 
ſoz this Lnigbt, becauſe of his great wile» 
dome to haue his counſell. And when 
hee came beſoze the Emperonr he was (0 
dzunke, that he conld not move his tongue, 
neither had wit,reaſon no: vnderſtanding 
fo anſwere the @mperour to his matter. 

But when the Emperour ſaw this, pa 
was greatlp vexed, ſozaſmuch as he hated 
fhat dice: wherefoze he commanded anon 
that from that day fozward de fhoglbne 
moze be (ene within his land vpon paine 
of death. 
This hearing his foes, they reioytes, 
Now we 
be delinered of this Knight Ydronic, 


wers is no mon to doe, but that we way 


Nightingale without hart oz death. Them 
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that the Nightingale blen to Ut bpen a 
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Nightingale, in which the Emperout de⸗ 

ligdteth ſo much. 

Then lato the old night, your eares 

ſhall heare, and ponr epes Wall (& this 

Nightingale hall be deffroped new 
Not long after this old Anigbt eſpyes 


tr& tuen abone the fo;eſatd Well, where 
as her make came and conpled with her, 
nenertheleſle in the abſence of her make, 
ſhe tek offentimes another make g cou- 
pled with him: when ſhe had thus done, 
then would ſhe deſcend to the well to bath 
her ſelfe, that when her make came her 
fhon!d feleno ſauour no2 euill ſent of that 
Ge had done. When the Knight had ſens 
this,ona time he locked the well,q when 
the Nightingale would baue deſcended 
fo bath her ſeife, after the covpling with 
the other make, ſhe found the Mell cloſed, 
wherefoze the flew bp into the trek againe 


and menrned ſoze in her manner, and left 


ber ſong, Then came her make and ſaw 
that che had done againſt ger nature, ba 
returned againe and in ſhozt lime bzought 
a great multitude of Nigbtingales which 
flew his make and tare her all in _— 


ende a way to be deligered allo of the | 
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| And thus was the wiſe night put a- 
wap, end the Nightingale flaine, and the 
Emperour put from his pleaſure and dif 
/ appointed of the great We: dee was 
wont to haue. 4 


The Morrall, 
Deare Friends, this Emperour bets⸗ 
keneth our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. which lo- 
ueth greatly the ſong of denotion , foz 
when we pzay we ſpeahze vnio God, and 
when we reade, God kpeaketh bnto bs. 
| 


The Mell that was in he Pallace beto- 
keneth acknowledging of our ſins to Ged. 
Therefoꝛe if anp be d2unke with ſinne let 
him dzinks ofthe Mell of acknowledging 
of his ſinnes, and without doubt he ſhall 
be ſafe. This V dronie betokenrth euerp 
man that wilin!ly returneth againe to ſin 
| aAffterbhis acknowledging ſinne like as the 
Dog that maketh a vomit, and caſteth vp 
the meate that ber hath eaten befoze, and 
- afterward when be is bungrp., commeth 
and eatclh it againe. Neuertheleſle if a 


man that hath thus ſinnrd, will dtnke of 
the Mell of acknotvledging hie ſinne. hee 
hall receine dis ghoſtlp ſtrengtb. The 
Nightingale that ſate on the tre,betokers 
B 


the 
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the ſoule that ſitfcth on the fr& of holy do- 
rine. And her ſong befokeneth the Soule 
that ſitteth on the tre in deuont pꝛapers 
to God, But this ſonie doth commit enill 
as oft as (ſhe conſenteth to ſinne. Neuers 
thzlefle1if (ſhe run to the Mell of acknow⸗ 
ledging of ſin, and bath her with the wa⸗ 
ter of contrition, God ſhall lone her, 
But her foes, that is, the fiends of hell, 
ſwing this, that God is mercifull, they 
ſtop the well of acknowiedgement of fin, 
that is, they wonlo withdzaw bs from 
dulifull acknowledgement, and from due 
reconciliation of our (claes betweene vs 
and God, and betwene bs 4 man, with- 
out ſhame and dead of repentance, not 
fo declare our ſinnes. And thus thꝛongb 
the temptations of the Diuell our aduer⸗ 
ſary, many haue bene exiled and put to 
death euerlaſtinglp. And ſhereſoze ſludie 
we to bath our ſoules in this life in the 
well of acknowledgement of ſinnes, with 
the water of confrition, and then we ſhall 
be ſure in the wozld fo come to haue iop 


euerlaſting. Unto the which God bꝛing bs 


all, Amen. 
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The Argument, 


The Soule of every good Chriſtian man 
ought to prepare armed vertues for to 
withſtand the atlaults of the Diuell. We 
are here put in minde of our deliue- 
rancefrom death by the precious bloud- 
ſhed of leſus Chriſt, which is a terrour 
to all the Diuels in hell, if wee continue 
in faith and beliefe in him the bulwarks 


ol our ſaluation. 


The 29. Hiſtorie. 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mightie Emperour named Hermes, 
which had a mightp rong Ciip exceeding 
ſtrongly walled abont, and a Beil hangs 
ing in the midſt of the ſafd Citie, g when 
ſoever the Emperour went to ap battell 
withoat the citte this bell was cuer rung; 
but there did no man ring the Bell, but a 
Virgin. Mithin ſhoꝛt time after it befell 
that Dzagons, Serpents, and allo mas 
ny other venemovs \Seaſts impopſoned 
much people, lo that the Citie was als 


moll deſtroyed : wherefo2e the States 


of the Citie went with one afent to the 
_ Emperoac 
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Emperour and laid: L ed, what wall wer 
dee Loe, our people, our gods, and ont 
Citie is almoſt ot ſtroped, and you and ws 
be in perill to periſh, th2zoogb theſe cruell 
beaſta that conſome bs therefo2c take we 
god tous ſell, o2 elle we are bndone. Then 
ſaid the Empereur, what thinke pou is 
beſt fo be done in this mat'cr, and how 
map we be beſt delendet: Then anſwered 
one of the wiſcſt and laid: Mp L 03d yeare 
mp. connſell, and doe fhereaftcr, and pou 
ſhall not repent it. Von have in pour Pals | 
lace a Lion, and ſet vp a piece of timber fo3 « 
| the purpoſe, and thereanto let tbe Lpon 
| | be nayledand made faſf, and when other 
- venemous 1Seaſts ſee dim thos bled, they 
will be afraid and foꝛlake our Citie, e we 
| ſhall be in ſafety, hen laid the Emperour | 
| 
' 
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it pleaſeth me well that he be lo vied,ther- 
by fo ſane pon. Chen thep foke the Lion 
and vled in manner afozeſaid, which when 
the other Beaſts ſaw, they fled awap fo3 
leare, and durſt come no moze thither, 


» 


The Morrall. 
| Deare kriend e, thie Emperonr befoken- | 
. eth the Father of he- ven, the Citie well 
{ 
| 


walled, with the Bell in the mio, beto- 
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kenelb fhe Sonle, walled about with ber- 
tucs. This B I bifokeneth a cleane Con- 
ſcience, that warneth a man fo battell, 
when he lhontd fight a;ainft the Dial, 
tha: ve miadt acm btimſelfe betoze with 
b:rtnes. Co birgin that alwapes ſhould 
ring this Bell i Kraſon. which as a Ultrs 
gf incline'h bn'o al rightfoil clear n fc. 
Che denemeus Dꝛagon that beareth the 
fire, bcetokeneth the ficſh of mon, which 
beareth the fire o* Conefc aſnefle , which 
burnt Adam oor fozefather, when be eat 
of the fozbidden Apple. Te venemous 
Beaſts that popſoned the men betoken 
the fiends of hell, which foz the moſt part 
bavedeſtroped all manhinde. The States 
of the Citie betoken the Patriarkes and 
ÞP:ophets, which belowght God of coun⸗ 
ſell and remed!te, that mantzinde might be 
ſaned, and anon it was counſelled foz the 
beſt remedie, that a Lyon(thar is Chꝛiſt) 
ſhould be nailed bpon the Croſſe, acco2s 
ding to the Scripiure,ſaping thus:Expedit 

. ynn81noriatur homo pro populo, vt gens 
non perzat, &c. That is, it was requiſite 

that! ane man ſhould dpe fo2 the people, 
leaft all fleſh ſhould periſh. Then foks 
thcp Thzilt,aad hang him on the cre, 
K 2 92 
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foz the which the diuell dꝛeadeth Chꝛiſſi⸗ 
an people, and dare not come nigh them. 
And thus by the grace of God, Chziltian 
men (hall come to cnerlaſting bliſſe, Tints 
which bꝛing bs the Lambe of God, which 
ſhed his pꝛeclous bloud foz bs, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Here is ſignified the thraldome of man vn- 
to Sathan by ſin, till Chriſt the Sonne 
of God del ended, with the power of 

the holy Ghoſt, to ſet him at libertie, 
and put him in mg of the Pallace 
of everlaſting felicitie. 
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The 30. Hiſtogje.  - 
> Dmetime in Nome dwelt a migbtie 
D IEmperour and a mercifull, named Me- 
nalay, who ozdained ſuch a law that what 
innscent perſon were taken # put in pzts 
lon, if he might eſcape 4 come to the Ems 


all manner accuſations againſt him in bis 
life time. Jt was not long after, but it be- 
fell that a Knight was accoſed, wherefo:e 
de was taken and put in a ſtrong # darke 
pꝛilon where he lap long time, and had no- 
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per92s pallate, he ſhould be there ſaſe from , 
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ligbt but at a little window, wheras (cant 
ht ſhone in that lightned him to eat ſuch 
ſimple meate as was bꝛonght him by dis 1 
keper : wherefoze he mourned greatly g pt 
made (ozrow that he was thus faſf ſhut * 
p from the ſight of men. Nenertheleſſe | 
when the Keper was gone there came 
dailp a Nightingale in at the window, and 
lang full (wetly, by whoſe ſong this wo⸗ 
full knight oft times was fed with top, 
and when this bird ceale d off her ſong then 
would (hee flye info the Knights boſome, 
and there this Knight fed her many a dap 
of the biauall that God ſent him. It befll 
after on a dap, that this Knightly was 
greatly deſolate of comfozt. NevertheleCe 
the Bird that ſafe in his boſome, led vpon 
kernels of Nuts, and thus he ſaid to the 
Bird: Sweet Bird J haue ſuſtained ther 
manp a day, what wilt thou give me now 
in my deſolation fa conifozt me: rrmem / 
ber thp ſelfe well hom that thou art the 
Creature of God, and ſo am J iſo. and 
therefoze helpe me now tn tis my great 
nad. 

When the Bird heard this, wr flew 
fozth from his boſome, and tarryed from 
him th;& dapes, but the third dap ſhe came 
B34 game 
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2gaine, ann bꝛought in her month a pzeci- | 
ous (tone, and laid it in the Knights bo * 
ſome. And wben ſhe had ſo done, he toke | 
| ber flight and flew from him agatne, The 
{ | Lnight marneiled at the tonc, and at the | 
1 Bird, and foz hwith he toke the tone in 
his hano,and touched bis gyues e ſetters 
1 therewith, and pzeſentlp the p fell off, And 
'F then he aroſe and touched the dozes of the 
| pꝛiſon, and they opened, and ſo he eſcaped 
| and ran faſt fo the Emperours Pallace. 
81 >» Mhen the keper of the p2iſon perceived 
| this, he blew his hozne thzice, and raiſed 
bp all the folke of the Citie, and led them 
fozth crying with an high vopce: Loe the 
thcete is gone, follow we him all. And with 
that he ran befoze all his fellowes foward 
the Knight, and when he came nigh him, 
the Knight bent his bow, e hot an arrow 
wher with he ſmote the keper in the lungs 
and flew him, and then ran fo the pallace, 
where he found ſaccorr againſt the Law, 


The Morrall. 

Deare friends, this Emperaur betsken- 
eth our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whe ozdapned 
a lam, that what innocent, that is, what 
perſon tmpztſoned wꝛongfuilv, and —— 

eſcape 
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eſcape and come fo the pallace of his bea- | 
nenly habitation thzongh repentance and _ 
true amendment of life, ſhould finde pers x 
petuall ſuctour and help. This Knight bes 
_ tokeneth enery one that is innocent, and 
accuſed bp enuy 02 malice bniuſtip, taking 
griefe fo; his pꝛeſent eſtate. Tye keeper of 
this p2iſon betokeneth the Diuell that ke- 
peth (ach a man hard bound in ſinne, and 
ſeroeth him with riches and delights of 
this tranfitozy wozld, that he ſhonld not 
eſcape from danger. 

The Bird that ſingeth ſoſ\wetly, bets- 
keneth the bopce of Heauen, that (ſaith ts 
the oppꝛeſſed: Reuertcre, revertere ſuna- 
mitis : Turne againe, now tarne againe 
thou Paiſoner, that is, furne againe then p 
oppꝛeſſed, and I ſhall rectiue the to grace, | 
Foz when mankinde was in thzaldome 1 
to Sathan in the pꝛiſon of hell, then came 1} 
there a bird, that is, the God. dend hearing þ 
with him a fone that betokeng aur Lo2d ; 
Jeſus Chit, accozding to the holy D(rips | | 
tore, ſaping : Eęa ſum lapis J am a ffonr. 

The ſoule of Ch2ift deſcended with the 
God-head,and bzonght with him all man⸗ 
kinde out of the pꝛiſon of hell, therefoze if 
» anyof vs be in the pꝛiſon of wozidly op, 


pꝛeſlion, 
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pꝛeſſlon, touch we dur ſins with the fone, 
that is, with the bertue of our Tozd Je- 
ſus Ch210, by acknowledging our ſinne in 
faithfoll pꝛaper, and by true contrition. 
and then withont doubt the chaines of 
our oppꝛellton with this fone ſhall be 
bꝛoken and fall from bs, and the des of 
heavenlp grace ſhall be opened, and wee 
ſhall obtaine help and ſacconr in the Pal⸗ 
lace of the heauenly habitation. | 
And if the keeper of the pꝛiſon, that is, 
the diacl/which is the blower of the hozne 
of p2ide,lechcrp,o2 conetonines) ſlir in vs 
any ſins, then turne we againe towards 
- bim manfoily, e ſhot at him the arrow of 
conſtant faith in Jeſus Chꝛiſꝭ, bp true and 
bnfained reventance, and withont doubt 
be ſhall flye from vs: and then by the grace 
of Almighty God we map obſaine the pals 
lace of heanenly bliſſe, where we ſhall be⸗ 
hold the King of all gloꝛy,. Tinfo the which 
bzing vs our Lozd Jefus Chziſt. Amen. 
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A poore man exalted to dignity, is here ad- 
moniſked not to be vnthankfull. and to 


render euill for good: but euen to the 
moſt 
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moſt imple ones to be gratefull forany \ 
benefit, elſe furcly God that gives thee © 
this promotion, will make the brutiſh 1 
creatures of the earth thy enemies, and 
depole thee fiom thy dignitie, and hee 
that bath helped thee, be hee never fo 
baſe, may in the end haue better fauour 
with God and man then thy (clfe:where- 
fore be warned of ingratitude by this 
example, and know thy ſelfe, thy God, 
and thy friend. 


The 31. Hiſtorie. 


1 dwelt ſometime in Nome a 
mighty Emperour named Ebolides, 
It foztuned on a day that this Emperour 
- walked into a great Fozreſt to take his 
pleaſure, where bee met ſodainly with a 
poze man, and (6 ſone as this Emperone | 
law him, he was greatly moucd with \ 
mercp, and ſa{d : God friend, whence art 
thou - Pp loueraigne Lo2d, quothhee Þ 
am pour ſabicct,bozne in pour Land, and 1 
am now in great pouertie. Then fait be 
Ewpcronr ; It J knew that thon wert 
[rae in cocry thing, J ſhould pzomote the 
fo greaf riches, therefoze tell ma what is | 
(hy name; 


ſelte vnto all manner ofpuniſhment that 
pvpou can put me to. Mhen the Emprrour 
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Py Lo2d, quoth he, J am called Lentu- 
lus,and I pꝛomiſe pou to doe pon frue ſer- 


vice, and if J doe other wiſe 3 ld bmit my 


heard this, he pꝛomoted him incontinently 
ts great riches, and ſhoz'ly after be made 
dim a Knight, and Steward of his Land. 
And when he was thus cralted to honoz, 
be wared very pz01b inſomuch that de de- 
fpiſed both his ſapertours and infertonrs. 
Not long after this Neward rode bp a fozs 
reſt where he met with the Foſtcr g char- 
ged him that bs hond make an hundꝛed 
pits in the ground.+ couer them over with 
grene graſſe and (aall boughes, that if 
wilde beaſts foztnncd to goe to the fo2refk 
that way, they might fall in, and fo being 
taken, be bzoaght fo the Emperour. The 


| Foſter anſwered x ſaid : Sir, as you haus 
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ſaid it (hall be done. Not long alter it fo3- 
tuned that this D'eward rode to this fo3- 
roſt againe fo ſc if theſe pits were made, 
and as he rode he bethonght himſelfe how 
wealthy a man, # how mighty in power 


de was made, and how moſt men in the 


Empire obeped hum, and were at his com- 


mand, As he rode thus thinking, be ſaid to 
bimdele ; 


_ . as 
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bimſelfe : There is no God ſane ontly I 
and with that he (mote bis bo2ſe with the 
ſpurs, and ſodatnly be (ell into one of the 
diepe its that he bimlclfe had ozdapned 
” befo2e fo; the wilde beaſts, g fo2 the great 
de pneſſe thercof he could not tile againe 
by anp manner of mcanes, whetefoze her 
languiſhed in great perplexitie: 4 Nrataght- 
wap after him came a fierce Lycn,and fell 
inta the lame pit, e after the Lion an Ape, 
and at er the Ape a Serpent. When the 
Steward was thus belef with thele beafls 
de wos ercedingly afraid, 

There was at that time dwelling in 
that Citie a poze man named Guy, that 
bad no riches ſaue onelp an Affe whereon 
daily he carrped ſtickes and mod that felt 
from trees, and ſuch as he could get in the 
foreſt, and theſe he bzought fo the market 
and lould them: and in this wiſe ſuſtained 
bimlelfe and his wiſe as well as he might, 

It foztuned that this pe Guy went ts 
the ſoꝛteſt as be was wont, gas he came 
by a depe pit. he heard a man crp and ſap, 
© deare friend, what art thou? ſoꝛ Gods: 
lake helpe me, and J ſhall retompence th 
lo well that thou ſhalt ener after be thc bel⸗ 
ter. When this pj{ze Guy heard 2 | 
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was the vopce of a man, he maruelleb 
greatly, and ſtœd fill on the Pit bzinke 
and (aid: Loe, god friend J am tome, whp 
haſt thon called me? Then ſatd the knight, 
Deare friend, Jam Steward of all the 
Emperours lands, and thas by foztune 
Jam fallen into the pit, and here be with 
me th:& beaſts, that is a Lyon, an Ape, 
and an hozrible Serpent which J feare 
moll of all,q J wot not of which of them 
I ſhall be denoured : therefoze J pꝛap ſh& 
get a long rope, wherewith thou maiſt 
dꝛaw me out of this dæpe pit, and J will 
make the rich lot euer hereafter : fo2 if J 
haue not help the rather J ſhall be deuon- 
red of theſe cruell beaſts, | 
Then ſaid this poꝛe Guy, J map fall 
ill at this time intend to helpe thee. Foz 
J haue nothing to line on, bat that J gas 
ther wod and carry it to the market to ſell, 
wbercwith J am ſaſtained. Nenertheleſſe 
A will leaue my purpoſed labsur, and fal⸗ 
fill thy will, and if thou reward mer not, 
it will be great hinderance to me and to 
my poꝛe wife. Then the Steward made 
a great oath and ſaid, J will pzomote the 
and all thine to great wealth. Then laid 


ron will per loꝛme pour * 
all 
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ſhall doe what pou command mer. And 
with that he went againe fo the Title and 
bought there a long rope, and came to the 
pit againe, and ſaid: : 

Sir Steward, loe here J let downe a 
rope to ther, binde thy lelle about the mtd- 
dle therewith; that J map pull thee bp. 
Then was the Steward glad and ſaid : 
God friend let downe the rope: and with 
that be cal the end of th rope dewne in- 
fo the pif. And when the Lpon ſaw it, her 
canght the rope and held it ſaſt, and Guy 
dꝛew bp the Lion, werning in himſelfe he 
had dzawne bp the Steward: and when 
be had ſo bone the Lyon thanked him in 
bis manner, and ranne tothe wod. The 


# ſecond time that Guy let downs the rope, 
tte Ape leapt fo if, and caught if fall, and 


when be was 2zawne vp, he thanked Guy 
in his manner, and ran tothe wed. Toe 
third time he let downe the rope her dzxw 


bp the ſerpent, which thanked him, a went 


4 _ fothewod. Then the feward crped with 
an high vopce:D oeare friend, now J am 
delivered of theſe th2&@ benemons beeffs, 


let downe the rope to me that Jmap come 


bp, Then this poze Guy let dowone the 
rope, & the f@feward bound him(cl'e tall 


abeut 
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about the middle, and Guy d2ew him vy. 
And when her was thus holpe ont of the 
pit, be ſaid fo Guy asfolloweth, * 

Come fo me to mozrow to the Pallace, 
and then J will reward thee. Then pee | 
Guy refopced thereof, went home with- 
out any reward. Then bis wife deman- | 
ded of him why hc gathered no mod 
whereby they might line that dap, Then 
told be her all the enent as it befell, how | 
the Steward ſeil info a pit, (and alſo the 
Lyon, the Ape, and the Serpent) that bee 
dad made in the ſaid foꝛreſt, and hoo he 
had holpen him out with a rope, and ſaued 
him from being denourcd of the thꝛee ve. 
mous beafts:and that he ſhould goe fo the 
aeward,and fetch his reward on the moz- 
row. When his wife beard this ſhe reioy⸗ 
ced greatly and (aid: ifit ſhall beſo, Jpzay * 
pou ariſe to moꝛrow at a due boure, and 
gore to the Pallace 4 receiue pour reward, 
that we map be comfoꝛted therebp. 

So inthe mozning Guy aroſe and went 
to the Pallace, and — al the gate: 
then came the Poꝛter, and aſked the cauſe 
of his knocking.-J pzav the, quoth this 
Guy,goe fo tbe Steward, and ſap fo him, 
that here abideth a poze man at the — 
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that ſpake with him peſter day inthe Foꝛ⸗ 
reſf, The pozter went and told the fle ward 
as the poꝛe man had ſaid. Then ſatd the 
Steward, goce thon againe and fell him 
that he lpeth, fo; peſterdap ſpake J with 
no man in the foꝛreſt. and charge him that 
be gce away e trouble me no moe. The 
pozter went fozth, and fold pe Guy what 
the Steward had ſald, and charged him to 
goe awap. Then was this poꝛe Guy ſoz⸗ 
rowfoll 4 went home, and when bee was 
come home, he told bis wife how the Ste⸗ 
ward anſwered him. His wife comfoꝛted 
him in all ihat ſhe might, and ſaid: Go pou 
againe and pꝛoue him thziſe. Then on the 
moꝛrow this Guy aroſe and went to the 
Pallace againe, pꝛaping the poꝛter to doe 
bis errand once againe to the Steward, 
The poꝛter anſwered 4 ſaid, gladly would 


J doe thy errand, but J feare me ſoze it 


mill be to thy durt: then went he in g told 
the ſteward that this poꝛe man was sgain 

returned. Whcn the \feward heard that, 
be went ont and all to beat pe Guy, 
and left him in pertll of death. When bis 
wie heard this, ſhoe tame with her Aſſe 


led him home as ſhe might, and all that ſhe 


bad ſhe ſpent bpon Durgions and Pbyſi-' 
tians 
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tians fo help bim. And when bee was per⸗ 
fectly whole, he went to the fozreſt as be 
was wont,foz to gather ſtickes and (mall 
wod ſoꝛ his lining, And as he went in the 
fozreſt,be ſaw a Lyon bꝛiuing befoze bim 
ten Alles that were laden with rich Jewy⸗ 
els and marchandiſe, @ bis X pon dzoue 
fozth the Alles befoze Guy, which feared 
him (02c, leaſt her would haue detoured 
bim, neuertheleſle, when de beheld the Lys 
on better, der knew well that it was the 
ſame Lyon that he d2cw out of the pit. 
This Lyon left not Guy till all the Alles 
with the marchandiſe were entred into 
bis pard, and then the Lpon did him obep⸗ 
lance, and ran to the wad. 
| Then Guy ſearched the fardels, and 
kound great riches tberein, wherefoze be 
made Pzoclamation in diners Churches, 
if any man had loſt ſach gods, be ſhould 
have them againe, but there was none 
4bat challenged them. And when Guy (aw 
this, be ſolo the gods, e bought therewith 
honſe and land, and lo was made rich. 
Neanerthelefſe hb& went fo the Foareſt as 
be div befoze. And as he was in the Foz- 
reſt gathering wod, her ſpyed the Ape in 
the top of a tree, bzeaking boughes _ 
wi 
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- With her feeth and clawes, and thowtng 
them downe, le that in ſhozt time Guy 
bad loaded his Aſſe. And when the Ape 
, had ſo done, ſhe went her wap, and Guy 


went home. 
Now Guy on the moꝛzrow went to the 


Jozreſt againe, and as he late binding his 


fagots, hee (aw the Serpent that he dꝛew 


ouf ofthe pit, come toward him bearing in 
ber month a pzectons one of the colours 
which Ghe let fall at Guy es feet, and when 
ſhe had thus done ſhe kiſſed bis fofe and 
went her way. Zhen Guy toke bp the 
Stone, and maruelled greatiy of what 
berfne it might be, wherefoze he aroſe vp; 
and went fo a zeweller named Peter, and 
ſaid : Deare Bꝛother, J pꝛay the tell me 
the bertue of this pzecions Stone, and J 
hail reward the fo thy labour, When 
this Jewellcr had well beheld and bnder- 
ſtod the nature of the ſtone, he ſatd: God 


friend if tho liſt to ſell the ſtone, J ſhall 


giue the an hundzed markes fo? it. Then 


laid Guy, A will not (ell the one fill thon 
fell me traglp the vertues thereof. Then 
ſaid the Jewellcr , without doubt this 


Stone hath ther vertues: the firfſf vertue 


is, that wholoeuer beareth this Stone 


1 2 about 
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abent him,ſhall haue iop without (ozrow: 
the ſecond beriue is, that he chall bane 
plenty withoat want: the third vertue is, 
be ſhall haue light without darkeneſſe: 
and it hath alſo another vertue, that no 
man map ſell it but fo2 as much as it is 
wozth,and if he doe the tontrarp, the one 
refurneth againe tothe firſt owner: Mden 
Guy heard this, be was right (opfutl, and 
ſaid to himſelſe, in a god honre J dzew 
theſe beaſts ont of the pit, 

Not long after it beſet that this Guy 
by the bcrtue of this ſtone was made pal⸗ 
ſing rich, and bought great poſſeſſiens and 
livings,wherefoze within a while he was 
made Knight. It was not long alter buf 
the Emperour had knowledge how Sir 
Guy had a ſtone of ſuch vertue, wherefoze , 
be (ent foz Sir Guy, commanding him ta 
tome lo him in all haſte, and ſo he did. And 
when ſir Guy was come to the Emperoz, 
the Emperour ſaid to him : Pp friend, J 
haue heard ſap, that ſomefime thou wert 
in great pogerfie,and now thou art made 
rich by the vertue ol a little tone, therefoze 
J pꝛap thee that thon (ell mc that Cone, 
Sir Guy anſwered and ſaid, that map J 
not doe, fo; ſo long as A baue that . 
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A am ſure of.thz& things, that is, of ioy 
witheut ſozrow, plenty without want, and 
light without varkneſſe, When the Ems 
perour heard this, he had a greater deſire 
to buy the ſfone then her had befoze, and 
ſaid to him: Sir Guy, of two things thou 
mult chuſe one, that is, whether thou wilt 
fo:ſake this Empire and all thy kindzed, 
oz elſe fell me the Cone. Then ſaid ſir Guy, 
Pp Lo2d,ff it muſt nodes be thus, be it at 
your will, Nenertheleſſe J ſhall fell yon 
the pzopertp of this lone; if you pay not 
foꝛ it as it is wo2th, without doubt it will 
come to me againe. Then the Emperour 
ſaid, ſurely J will gine ſufficient, fo2 thou 
ſhalt chin of mer thercfoze a thouſand 


ned the monep and went home, 

On the moꝛrow earely He opened the 
cofer and ſound the ſtone, and then he told 
fo the Lady his wife, how he had found 
in his cofer the ſtone which'ho ſold te the 
Emperonr, Then ſaid his wife god Sir, 
baſte ye bnto the Emperour againe, and 
aine him the ſtone, leſt be be diſplcaſeo,and 


Then went fozth Sir Guy againe to the 
Cmperour, and ſaid to him: Py Lozo, 
13 peſterday 


pound: and lo it was done. Sir Guy recei⸗ 


thꝛough malice repute ſome dettit in vs. 


rw Way 
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-. thereof could net riſe againe, It chanced 
allo the ſame dap, that a L ion, an A pe, and 


a e fell ii the pit- with hoy 1 


roor went foz the ſtone fo his Treaſurp, 
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Pefterdap J lold pon a fone, which if it 
pleaſe you J would faine ſg. The Cmpe- * 


bat lound it not, wherefozc he was right 
ſozrowfull, and came againe and told Sir 
Guy how it was loſt. Then (aid Sir Guy, 
Mp Lo2d, grigue pon not: fa2 J told pou 
pcſterdap that à might nat ſell it, except J 


bad the valew ibereof, and peſlerdap Þ res 


ceived a thouſand pound of pon therefoze, 
and this dap J found it in my cofer again, 
and therfozeifJ had not bꝛonght the tone 
againe peraduentute you. would haue 
wewed me pour heanie countenance, and 
with that be ſhewed fozth the lone tobere⸗ 
at the Emperaur maruelled greatly, and 
ſaid: Sir Guy bp the faith that thou owelt 
fo me, fcil nic how thon cameſt by this 
ſtone. Then ſaid Sir Guy, by the faith that 
J owe lo pou, J ſhal tell you the berp truth 
85 touching this ſtone. Pour ſteward that 
is pꝛomoted bp of nought, cauſed many 
depe pits fo be made in pour fozreſt, e it 
foꝛtuned that he not long after fell into one 
of them himlelfe, 4 thzough the deepneſſe 


9 A 


— 


Geſta Romanorum. $5» \ 


which time J was a very poꝛe man, and 
toke great paines fo2 my liuing, and as J 
walked into the fozreſt with mine Aiſle to 
gather ww, be crp:d to me that I ſhould 
help him ou ot the pit, and ſave him from $ 
death, fo: {here were in the pit with him ' 
those benemons blaſts, that is, a Lyon, an | 
Ape, and a foule Serpent, and then her 
pꝛomiſed me by his wozd to pꝛomote me 
and all my kinozed to great riches, Which 
when J heard, 3 was right glad, and let 
dobone a long rope vnto him, ſuppeſing fo 
haue d2awne him bp, 2 J haled vp a Lpon, 
and after that an Ape, and iden a Serpent, 
and at the laſt pour Steward. 
The Lyon gane me ten Alles laden 
with marchandiſe, the Ape gane me as 
much wad as mine Alle might beare,and 
the ſerpent gane me this lone that J baue 
ſold pon, but pour Steward beat m and 
wonnded me fo foze fo2 my god will, 
that J was bozne home bpon mine Alle. 
hen the Emperonr heard this, his 
beart was greatly moned againſt the 
Steward, wherefoze he examined dim of 
that falſe d@de : but hee was dumbe, and 
would not ſpeske, faz fo much that her 
could not deny his ingratitude, 
L 4 Then 
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Then laid the Emperour : © thou 

wꝛelched creature, vnreaſonable beaſts,as 

the Upon, the Ape, the Serpent, rewar⸗ 
ded him fo: his god derd and thou that art 
a reaſonable man haſt almoſt beaten him 
lo death that ſaned the, and toke th out 
of the pit, therefo2e ſoꝛ tby falſhwd 4 wics 
kedneſſe Jiudge the tobe hanged thts day 
on the gallowes, and all thy gods g lands 
J grant ko Sir Guy, and alſo J o2daine 
that Sir Guy ſhall octupy thy place, and 
be mp Steward: and ſo if was done, 
Aden Sir Guy was thus rewarded by 
the Emperour, and made Steward, be 
was well beloned sf cuerp man as long 
as he liued, and at the laſt ended his life 
wtih honour in peace. 


The Morrall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the father 
of heauen, tde poꝛe man betokeneth euery 
man; that commeth into this wozld, ferble 
and naked from his mothers wombe,and 
at the laſt is pꝛomoted to great riches and 
wozldly bonour, as the Pſalmilt laith: De 
ſtercore erigens pauperem: God lifteth vp 
{he poꝛe man out of the mire, But many 
luch mon nepther know Gob no2 them⸗ 

ſelues, 


* againſt ſimple men, into the which pit the 
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ſelnes, but canſedepe pits to be made, that 
is, bnkindnefle and malice, they ozdaine 


Dinell canſeth them oft to fall, accozding 
to the Text in Eccleſiaſticus: Foucam qui * 
alteri facit ipſe incidit eam: that is, Wo E 
maketh a pit fo2 another man, hin telle kal⸗ 

leth therein: which Text was Well pzoned 
by Haman, who can{grthe gailowes fo 
beſet bp ſoꝛ Mordoghivs, but was hanged 
thereon himlelle. This Guy that went dai⸗ 
Ip to the Fozreſt with his Aſſe to gather 
wod,betokens cuery inſt and godly man, 
fearing God in the Foreſt of this wo2ld; 
his wed that be gathereth,betokeneth his 
faith and god wozkes which he carryeth 
bpon his Aſſe humane endeanoor, where- 
with his ſoule map top and line in the ta⸗ 
bernacle of heanen. And as the Steward, 
the Lyon, the Ape, andthe Serpent fell 
into the pit, right lo a finfull man fsketh 
info the pit ot ſinne: But the Lyon of the 
ti ibe of luda {that is, Jeſu Chꝛiſt) de ſcen⸗ 
deth with bim as oftentimes us the ſin⸗ 
ner bath will to tome to grate. L hereloꝛe 
ſaith the ÞſalmiſtCum i plo ſum in tribu- 
latione. That is, J am with him in tribu⸗ 
lation. This Guy dzaweth vp the Lyon, 
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thal is, mans ſoule out of the pit, by the 
toꝛd of bertues. He dzelb bp the Ape alſo, 
that is, contrary wili to reaſon, that be 
may obep fo reaſon. F62 of all manner of | 
beaſts the Ape is moſt like to man, right 
as among all the frengths of the ſonle, 
diſcretion onght to be linned with reaſon, 
and to obey reaſon. e v2ew bp alſo a ſer, 
pent. by the w is bnderſicoo repens 
tante. loꝛ two cauſes tos as the Serpent 
beareth in his month beim. in his taule 

a meditine. Rigbt ſo repeiitance beareth at 
khe beginning bifferncfſe fo the borr, vel | 
it is wert and med icinable vnto the ſoule 
at the end, and therckoze enerp iu man 
chonld dzaw to him the Serpent ofrepen- 
tance, Zhen at the laſt he dꝛew bp the 
Steward from the pit of ſine, accozding 
bnfo Chꝛiſts ſaping; I am come not onely 
to call the righteous but ſinners to repen- 
tance. Allo it is waltten, that Seneca the 
Phllolopber taught an Emperour many 
lawes and vertues of truth, and atlaft as 
this ſteward did, he ae of Se- 
neca. Allo Cdꝛiſt gene power to Judas to 
woꝛke miracles, as he did t the other Di- 
ſctples,vet he betraped himtiataſt, Right 
lo, now a dayes-many chilb3ei of Baliall, 
delight 
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The Lpon gave to the iuſt and godly 


6 84 
1 delight moze to dge harme then god, ſpa \ 
e | cially fo them that wonld inffre then N 
e | perfectly both fe: a he ſeule and body. | 
i 


; pe:c man ten Aſſes loaden with marchan⸗ 
diſe: that is, our Lozd Jeſus Chailt giues 


ynto euerp righteons man ten Comman⸗ 
dements charged with bertnes, by which 
he groweth fo the riches of heaven, The 
Ape «l(s gatherethhim wed as off as the 
foff man wozketh the fruits of faith: foz 
wed necefarily.is pzoſitablefoz two bſes: 
that is, fo make fire, and to build houſes, 
Euen ſo Chatitie re iopceth God and An- 
gels in heauen, accoꝛding fo the Scripture 
laping: Quia magis gaudium eſt Ange- 

lis &c. That is moe joy is among Angels 
foz one ſinner that repenteth, ec. Charitie 
alſo raileih the bouſe of heanen, againſt 

the comming of (he ſozte. The Serpent 
alſo gaue bim a one of th: diners c0- 
tours, which betokeneth our L020 Jelos 
Chyilt wham wee ſ&ite bp Repentiance. 
CTherefoze ſaith Saint Icrome in the le- 
cond Table thus: Poſt naufiagium cſt pe- 
nitendum : that is, Me ſhoutd repent bs 
alter our Mipwzacke. That Chiilt is 

the 1 * be pꝛoned by bimlelle, 
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faping Ego ſum lapis viuus;that is, A am 
a lining (fone, Chꝛiſt hath the colours, 
_ which betoken the power of the Father, 
the wiſedome of the Sonne, and the hu, 7 

__ © nilifie of the holy Ghoſt, Therefozs, 
who ſo may get this pꝛetious ne, ſhall 
have the Empire of heanen, iop without 
ſo;row, plenty withoat want, and light 2, 
without darkneſſe. Unto which bzing vs 
dur Lozd Jeſus Chailt; Amen. | 


be Argument. 
By the Wario Chriſt- froccedah loy- 
"Fol gladneſſe to the world, and ſaluation 
vnto mankinde. Vet is man vathankfull 
vnto God, contrary to his promiſe made 
- In Baptiſme. Wee are warned by all 
- worldly tempeſts continually to eleaue 
es Chriſt by Faith and Hope, to conti- 
nuc in well doing, and to withſtand the 
"malice of the Diuell : the Preachers of 
- Gods word ate ſent of God to confound 
the Diuell by ſound doctrine and good 
life. Life and enk is ſet before men, we 
ought then to choſe that life that may 


befor our euer ng comfort. _ 
The 
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. o 21eme x winds 


Emperour named Anſclme, who dad 
narrped the kings daughter of ler uſalem, 


1 Jotevery man, but ſhe was long time with 
the Emperoz ere the bare him any childe, 
wherfoze the Nobles of ſhe Empire were 
bery (ozrowfvll becauſe their Loꝛd had ua 
2 beire of his owne body begotten. Till at 
- Slaffibefell that this Anſelme walked after 
ſapper in an evening in his Garden, and 
bethought himſelfe how he had no heire, 
and how the Ring of Ampluy warred on 
him continnalip, fo2 ſo mach as be had ns 
ſon lo make defence in his abſence, theres 
= fozehe was ſozrowfall, and went fo his 
chamber and flept, Then der thought hee 


f 


= was moze.clearethen it was wont fo be. g 


ſide ſhen on the other. And after her ſaw a 
bird ok two colours, and by that bird ſtod 
two beaffs, which led that little bird with 
their heat. And after that came many moe 
beaſts,q bowing their bzeaſts toward the 


*- 


digers 


+7 a faire Lady and a gracious in the ſight 


ſaw a viſion in bis ſlæpe, that the mozning 


that the Bone was much paler on the one 


bird went their way. Then came thers 
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diners birds that ſung ſo ſw&tly and plea .. 
lan ly, hat the Emperour awaked. Jn the 


moꝛning earely this Anſelme remembzed h. 


his viſton g wondzed much what it migbt 
ſignifie,wherfo2e he called fo him his Phi 

lolophers, and alſo the States of the Em- 3; 
pire, and told them his d2eame, charging 
them fo fell him the Ngnification thereof 
bpon paine of death, and ifthep told him 
the true interpꝛetation therof,he pzomiſed 
them great reward. Then laid they:deare 
107d tell bs peur dꝛeame, and we ſhall 
declare bnto pou what it betokens. Then 
the @mperour tolo them from the begin- 
ning fo the ending, as it is aſozeſatd. 
When the Philoſophers heard this, with 
glad cheare thep anſwered and ſaid: Lozd, 


. foz the Empire ſhall be clearer thin it is. 
The Mone that is moꝛe pale on the one 
fide then on the other, betokeneth the Em⸗ 
pzeſſe, that bath loſt part of ber colour 
(bong the conception of a ſonne that ſhe 
ha'bconcefued. The little bird betokeneth 
he ſonne that ſhe ſhall beare. The two 
beaſts that fœde this bird betoken the wiſe 
and rich men ofthe @mpice ; which (half 


obey thy ſonne. Theſe other beaſts that 
| bowed 
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the dꝛeame that pon ſaw befokeneth god, 
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e nanp other Nations that wall doe him 
zomage. The bird that ſung ſo ſweetly to 
his little bird betokeneth the Romaines, 
vho ſhall reiopce and ſing becaule of his 
dirth. Loe this is the bery interpzetation 
t pour dꝛeame. 

When the Emperonr heard this, he 
was right fopfall. Sone after that the 
Empꝛeſſe traneiled in chtide birth, e was 
delfgcred of a fapze ſonne, at whoſe birth 
there was great and wonderful ioy made, 

When the King of Ampluy heard this, 
be thonght in himlelfe thns : Loe, J haue 
warred againſt the Empcroz all che dates 
of mp life, 4now he hath a ſon, who when 
he commeth to full age, will rcuenge the 
wꝛongs J haue done againſt his Father, 


| thrrfoze it is better that J ſend to the Em⸗ 


perour and beſ&ch him of frace and peace, 
that his ſonne map have notbing againſt 
me when he commeth fo man-hod. When 
bee had thus ſaid to himſelfe, Hee wzote to 
the @mperonr, beltething bim to haue 
peace, When the Emperout ſaw that the 
lng of Ampluy w2ote fo him moe (02 
ſeare thenfſozlone,he wꝛołe againe to hem, 
that if pe would finde god and ſufficient 

i ſurrties 


bowed their bzeaſts to the bird, befoken' 
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ſaertie fo kepe the peace, ę binde himſelle 
all the dapes of bis life to doe him ſernice 
and homage. t to gine him pearely a ter- 
fain tribute he would receine him fo peace. 
Ulhen the king had red the tenonr of the 
Empersurs Letter, he called his Counſel 
p2aving them to gine him couniell how he 
might bet doe as touching this matter. 
Then ſaid they: It is god that pe obep the 
Emperours will and commandement in 
all things. Foz firſt, in that he deſireth of 
pon ſuertp fo2 the Peace : to this we an- 
ſwerethos. Ye have but one daughter 4 
the Emperour one lonne, wherefoze let a 
marriage be made betwene them, £ that 
may be a perpctuall couenant of Peace, 
Alſo he aſketh homage and tribute which 
it is god to fulfill. Then the king ſent his 
meſſengers to the Emperour, ſaping that 
2 he would fulfill his deũre in all things, if 
tk might pleaſe his Highneſſe that vis ſon 
5 and the kings daughter might be married 
together . All this pleaſed well the Empe⸗ 
rour, pet he ſent again, ſaping, iſ his daugh- 
fer were a cleane virgin from her birth vn · 
to that dap, he would conſent to that mar- 
riage. Then was the Ring right glad, loz 
his daughter was a cleane birgin. 
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Thperetoꝛe when the Letters of Cones 
nant and comp were ſealed, the King 
feirniſht a faire ſhip wherin he might ſend 
bis daughter, with manp noble Knights, TR 
Ladies, and great riches vnto the Empe⸗ 6 
rour fo; te haue his ſonne in marriage. | 
And when they were ſailing in the (ex 
foward Rome, a ſto2me aroſe ſo cxtreamly 
and ſo hozrtblp,thatthe ſhip bzake againſt 
a Rocke,and thep were all dzowncd. ſaue 1 
onelp that pong Lady which firt her hoe 
and hart ſo greatly on God that ſh& was 
ſaned, And about thꝛe ot the clock the tem. 
peſt ceaſed. and the Lady dꝛaue ſoztiꝭ ouet 
tze wanes in that bꝛoken ſhip, which was - 
caſt vp againe:but an bage whale fo:low- _ 
ed after ready to deuour both the ſhip any 2 
her. Wherefoze this pong Lavop when 

night came ſmote fire with a ſtone, where- 

with the ſhip was greatly lightened, and 

then the Mhale durſt not aduentute to⸗ 
ward the ſhip foz ſeare of the tight. At the 
Cocke crowing, this pong Lady was (0 
weary of the great fempeſt and fronble of 
. tbe ſea, that ſhe lept, and within a little 
while affer the fire ſarceaſed,e the Whale 
came and devoured the virgin, And when 
ſhe awaked e found 7 ſelle * 
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vp in the Whales belly, che ſmofe fire, and 
with a knife woanved the whale in manp 
places, and when the UWhale feit himſelfe 
wounded, acco2ding fo his natute he be⸗ 
gan to ſwim to land. 

Zhers was dwelling at that time in a 
conntrep neare br, a noble Earle, named 
Pirris, who fo2 his recreation walking on 
the ſca-ſho2e, ſaw the Whale comming to⸗ 
wards the land,Wwherfoze he turned home 
againe and gathered a great manp of men 
and women, and came thither againe, and 
fought with the whale, and wounded him 
bery (oze, and as they (mote, the Maiden | 
that was in his belly crped with an high 
boyce, and laid: O gentle friends, baue 
mercy and compaſſion on me,foz J am a 
Kings Daughter, and a true virgin from | 
the bonre of mp birth to this dap. UWhcn | 
the Earle heard this he wondzed grcatlp, 
and opening the ſide of the Mhale found | 
the young Lady, and toke her out. And 
when ſhe was thus deliutred the fold him 
fozthwith whoſe Daughter ſhe was, and 
bow che bad loſt all ber gods in the Sea, 
and how ſhe ſhouid haue biene marrped 
vnto the Emperours ſonne, And when the 
Earle heard this, he was very glvd, and 

comfoztep 
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tomlozted her the moꝛe, and kept her with 
him till he was well rzfrcthed. And in 
tbe meane time be ſent mellengers to the 
Emperoar,letting him to know how the 
Kings daugh'er was ſaned, — 
Then was the Emperour right glad of 
her (ſafetie g; comming, and had great com- 
paſſion on her, ſaping: Ab god matoen,fo; 
the lone of my (on thou haſt ſuffered much 
woe, neuerthelelle if thon be woꝛthy te bs 
bis wife (one hall J pzone, And when 
be had thus ſaid, he cav(ed thz& vellels to 
be bzought fozth : the firſt was made of 
pure gold, well beſet with pzecions ſtones 
without, g within full of dead mens bones, 
and thercupon was ingrauen this Poſey, 
Who ſo chooſeth ine, (hall finde that hee 
deſerueth. The lecont veſſell was made 
of fine ſilner. filled with earth x wozmes, 
and the (uperſcription was thus : Who 
ſo chooſeth me, ſhall finde that his nature 


deſireth. The third befſell was made ot 


Lead, full within of pꝛecious Stones, and 
therenpon was inſculpt this Poſey: Who 


ſo chooſcth me, ſhall finde that God hath 


dilpoſed for him. {Theſe thꝛæ veſſeis the 
Emperonr ſhewed io the Maiden, g (aid: 


Loe here Daughter, theſe be rich vellels, 
DP 2 if 


_ 2 
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il thou choſe one of theſe wherein is _ 
to the and to others, then ſbait thou haus 
my lonne. And if thou choſe fhat wherein 7 
is no pꝛofit to thee ne2 any others,ſwthlp * 
thon (halt not marry him. 
Naben ide Maiden heard this ſhe lift 
vp ber hands to God 4 ſaid, Thon Lo2d, 
that knoweſt all things, grant me grace | 
this houre ſo fo chaſe, that J map reteine 
fhe Emperours ſonne And wich that ſhe 
bebelo the firſt beſſell of gold which was 
iugrauen ropally, and read the ſopcrſcrips 
tion: Who fo chooſeth mee, &c. (sping 
thas : thongb this beſſell be full pꝛetious, 
and made of pure gold, neacrthelefſe J 
know not what is within, tberefoze my 
deare Z62d, this veſſell will J not choſe. 
And then beheld 1;& the ſecond veſſell, 
that was of pure ſiluer, and read ſhe Bu- 
perſcription : Who ſo chooſeth mee ſhall 
finde that his nature deſireth. Thinking 
thus within her ſelfe. ik J choſe this vefſel 
whaf is within it 3 know not, but well 
J wot there ſhall J finde that nature deft 
reth,and my nature deffreth the luſt of the 
fl'%;. and (hevefo:e this befſeil will J not 
c<ote. 
When ſhe had ſene theſe two beſſe!s, 
and 
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and had gtuen an anſwere as touch 
them, the begeid the third vefſ?l! of Lead, 
and read the ſup:ricription: Who ſo choo- 
ſeth ince ſhall finde that God hath diſpo- 
ſed. Thinking within her ſelfe that veſſell 
is no! verp rich noꝛ ontwardly pꝛetious, 
pet the ſuper ici iption ſaith; Who lo choo- 
ſeth ne ſhall finde thet God hath dif poſed, 
and witheut doubt Ggd neuer diſpoſcth 
any har me, tbereſoꝛe be the leave of God, 
this befſcl! will J choſe. 

Uhen the Empcronr ſaw this, be ſaid: 
O god Paliden open thy beſſell, foz it is 


well choſen on no. And when this poung 
Rady had opened it, ſhe found it full of 
fine gold and pz:ciovs ſtones, ag the Ems 


$ peronr had fold her befo2e. Then (aid the 


Emperour: Daughter, becauſe thou baſk 
wiſely choſen thou ſhalt marry my ſonne. 
And then he appointed the wedding bap, 
and thep were merrped with great ſolem⸗ 


full of pꝛetious ſtones, and (& if thou bak 


nity, and with mach hotiogr continued to 


their liues end. 


The Morcall. 
This Emperour betokeneth the father 


of heauen, who was long time wi'hout a 
PZ naturall 
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patoral{ Son, therefoze many men were 


in danger of periſhing in hell. The Em⸗ 
pꝛelle concetned when the Angel Gabricl 
laid: Loe, thou ſhalt conceme and beare a 
Childe. And then the firmament began to 
tleare when this little childe fabtened the 
woꝛzlo with his birth. Tbe Mone began 
to ware pale when the face of the Uirgin 
Mary was oner-thabowed bp bertne ofthe 
grace of the holy Ghoft, and not onelp her 
face was thus ſhadowed, but allo her bo- 
dp, fo2 the was conceined with childe as 
another woman, wherefaze loſeph would 
haue fozſaken her pꝛiuily and gone away, 
This little Bird that came from the one 


ſide of the Pone, betoLencth our Lozd 


Jeſus Chꝛiſt, who at wwtd-night was bozne 
of the UGirgin Mary, wzapped in cloaths, 
and laid in an Oxc- tall. The two beaſts 
betoken the Dre and the Alle that loſcph 
b2zonght with him, which honoured vim in 
bis birth. Dieſe other Beads that came 
from farre,betoken the Shepheards in the 
field, fo whom the Angell ſald thus: Ecce, 
nuncio vobis gauctum magnum: Toe, Y 


t \ſwetlp, betoken the Angels of heanen, 
which ſangat his birth this erlangen : 
oris 


ew pou great iop. The Birds that ſung 
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Gloria inexcel(is,Glozp be to God abone, 
and peace fo men on earth. 
Toe King of Awpluy, which held war 
againſt the Emperoz betokeneth all man- 
kinde that were eonfrarp to God as long 
as they are in the dinels power, But im» 
medtately when our Lo2d Jeſu Chiſt 
was bozne,he bowed himſelte to God, and 
beſorght him of veace when he receited 
bis baptiſme, fo2 at our baptiſme we p3o- 
miſed to dzaw onelp to God, and fozſahie 
the diuell and all his pomps, The King 
gane his dai gbter in marriage tothe Em 
pero2s (on. Right ſo,cuery one of bs onght 
to ginehis ſoale in marriage to Gods ſon, 
fo2 he is alwapes ready fa receing our 
ſoule as his ſpouſe acco2ding to the Scrips 
ture ſaping tus: Deſponſabo teipſum 
mihi;J will marry thee to me. But ere our 
ſoule map come te the paliace of Hennen, 
ſhe muſt ſaile bp the Hen of this woꝛrlo in 
the ſhip of god life but oftentimes there ris 
ſeth a tempeſt in the ſta,that (s.tioutie of 
this Mond the femptation of the Flesh, 
and the luggeſtion of the Dinell , ariſcth 
ſodainlp and dꝛowneth the vertucs that 
the Soale recein?d in Baptiſme, neacrs 
theleſſe pet lalleih ſhe not ont of the Ship 
DP 4 
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The Hiſtorie of 


* of Charitie, but nteper ber ſelfe ſureiy 
therein by Faith and Hope. Foz as the 
Apoſlle ſaith, Spe ſaſui fafti ſumus; By 
— we be ſaved. Foz it is impoſlible to 
be laued without Hope 62 Faitb. The 
great Whale that followed the Papden, 
betokencth the Dio eil which bp night ard 
by dap licth in wait to ouer- tome the ſoule 
bp lin: therefoze doe we as the Maiden 
did, ſmite we fire of Charitie e Loue out 
of the Stone, that is, Ch:iſt,accozding to 
this ſaping: Ego ſum lapis; J am a ſtone, 
and certainly the dinelſhal baus no power 
fo griene vs, Pany men begin well, as 
did the aide, bat at the laſt they be wea- 
ry of their god wozkes, and ſo ſlepe they 
in ſinne. And anon when the diuell pertei⸗ 
neth this, bee devonreth the ſinner in bis 
euill thoughts, delights, conſenf, wozke, 
Zherefoze if any of bs f&le aur ſelues in 
ſuch wiſe bnder the power of the Dinel!, 
let him doe as the Malden did, ſmite the 
dtuell with the knife of bitter repentance, 
then kindle the fire of Charitie, e without 
* he ſhall caſt th on the land of god 
fe. 
The Earle that came inith his ſeruants 
to flap the We, betokeneth a diſcreet 


Pzeacher, 


| Geſta Romanorum. 91 
P2eacher,which dwelleth beſide the Sea, 
that is, beſide the wozld, and not in the 
wo2ld thatis,not d2zalne fo:wo2idlp dele⸗ 
dation, but euer is ready with god wozds 
of holy Scripture, to kill the Divell, and 
fo deſtroy his power, Me muſt all cry | 
with an bigh vopce, as the Maiden did, 1 
knoſwledging our ſinnes, ano then hall 4 
we be delinered from the dinell, and nau 
' riſhed with bertnons exerciſe, 
The Emperour cheweth this maiden 
thz& bellcls, that ts, God patteth bcfoze 
man like and death god and euill, + which 
of theſe bechoſeth he ſhall obtaine, Theres _ 
loꝛe (aith Salomon, Ante hominem mors 
& vita; Death and life is ſet befeze man, 
c<oſe which him Iſt, And pet man is bns 
cerfaine whether he will choſe life 02 
death. 
By the firff beſlell of gold fall of dead 
| mens bones, is bnderfiod mighty wond⸗ 
| ſp rich men who thine iche goin outtward⸗ 
Iy in riches and pamp of the world. neuer⸗ 
| theleſſe within thep be full of dead ming 
bones, hat is, the woꝛkes they haue done 
in this wazld be ocad in ihe ſight of God 
Ibꝛongh deadly ſin, Therefoze ił any man 
hole ney a life , hce ſhall baue that hee 
- deferncth 
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The Hiſtorie of 

deſerncth, that is, And ſuch men be like 
Tom bes that be white and ropalip pain- 
fed and araped without, and conered with 
ctoath of gold and ſilke baf within there is 
nothing but dzp bones. By the (econd bel⸗ 
ſell of ſflacr, we ought to baberſfand ſome 
Juſtices and wiſe men of this woꝛld, who 
ſhine in faire ſpech,but within they be full 
_ of wozmes and earth, that is, thetr fapze 
ſpeech Gall anatle them no moze at the 
dap of Judgement, then the woꝛmes of 
the earth, and peraduenture leſſe, fo2 then 
ſhall they ſaffer everlaſting paine, if they 
dye in deadip ſinne. By the third veſſel! of 
Lead, fall of gold and pzccions Cones, we 
are to vnderſtand a ſimple and pe life, 
which the choſen loules choſe, that they 
map be marrped to our bleſſed Lo2d Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt by humilitie and obebfence,and 
ſach men beare with them pzecious ſtones, 
that ts, Faith and her froiffall wozkes, 
pleaſing to God: by which at the Judge- 
ment dap, thep be cfpouſed to our 1,020 
Jeſus Chill, and obtaine the heritage of 
heauen Unto the wbich bꝛing bs our Das 
niouc Jelus Chill thai died onthe Croſſe. 
Amen. 

The 
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The Argument. 


Man by Baptiſme promiſed to liue in the 
feare of God, & forſake the diuel. Chriſt 
ſorroweth for out ſinnes, hee requireth 
dutifull ſeruice of vs at ſixe ſeuerall ages, 
but we arc alwaycs vnready for him, yet 
the mercy of God is ſo fauourable to- 
wards vs, that he ſparcth vs euen till the 
laſt age of man, vouchſafing if then we 
repent vs and call for grace, beleeuing 
in his mercies, to receive vs into tlie 
chrone of his heauenly grace, | 


The 32. Hiſtorie. 


Omtime in Rome there dwelt a migh · 
tte Emperour named Calopodus,who 
fokea fap2c Ladp to his wife, Thep were 
not long fonefyer. befoze that this Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe canteiued zud bare bim a ſonne, 4 
godiy Tyilde and a fave, Wikenhe das 
of age, he inas [ct fo Schwe: and uhren 
bs tame io fwentp peares 67 age, de deſt⸗ 
red his Fatgers heritage, ſaxidga: Deare 
fathcr, you ate an olò man, and map not 
gouerne A Empire therefoze if it pieaſe 
pou {0 2 Aae it me, it Wall be to pour caſe, 
Lyen 


The Hiſtorie of 
Zhen anſwered the Emperour and ſai: 
deare Bonne, J dzeab me ſoze that when 
the Empire is in thy power , thon wilt 
not folfifl my will no2 my defire, 

Zhen anſwered the Empzeſſe (foz ſo 
mach as the toned her ſonne better then 
ber haſband) and ſaid : mp Lo2d,that can- 
not be, foꝛ thou haſt but one ſonne, there⸗ 
foe as J bel&ne, he will fulfull thme ins 
tent in all things: this Empire map help 
him well, and therefoze it is beff fo grant 
him the Empire. Then anfwered the Em⸗ 
peroar and ſaid, A will firſt haue of him a 
Letter obligatozie, that whenſoruer der 
doth anp thing againſt my will, that then 
J will depoſe him from the Empus with» 
ont any contradiction. 

The Sonne granted this, and did make 
de Obligation and ſealed it. And when 
this was done, this young Emperour 
wored ſo pꝛoud that he ſcared neither God 
noꝛ man, and did verp much harme, But 
ener his tatder ſuffered it patientip, faz hee 
Would be cozrected by no man. Now at 
laſt there tell a great darth in ide Em⸗ 
pire, ſo that many men dped fo2 want of 
fo), This old Emperour was all alone 
biunſcife and began to haue neve, _ 
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foze he went fo his ſonne fo; to haue ſome 
maintenance, which bis ſonne granted ans 
ſaffered foz a time. But within ſhozt time 
his father began to ware ſicke, wheretoze 
be calleo his lonne and pꝛaped him to giue 
dim a dzaught of muff. His ſonne anſwe⸗ 
red and laid: that will I not doe, foz mp 
muſt is not god fo2 pour completion, 
Then ſaid ſhe Emperour: J pꝛap the 
— gine mt a dzanght of thy wine. 
s (on anſwered and (aid, that he ſhould 
haue none, fo: my wine is not pet fined, 
and if J touch it it will trouble, g therefoze 
J mill not bzoacb it fill it be cleare 4 fined. 
Tden laid his father: nine me ſome of the 
third Tun That will J not doe,quoth be, 
fo: that wine is not god fo2 a ſicke man. 
Then his father pꝛaped him heartily fo2a 
dꝛaught of the fourth Tun. Then anſwe- 
red he and ſaid : thereof get ye none, fo2 it 
is feeble and without any ſuſtentation, ano 
ſuch wine is not god fo2 vou, fo: it is not 
comfoztable. Then laid his father: now 
god ſonne gine me then of the fift lunne. 
That will J nof,quoth be, fo2 that tunne 
is full of les and d:egs,and ſuch is not fo2 
men noz ſcarcely fo hogs. When his F a- 
der law be might get nothing ol him a or 
e 


. „ — — 


Cl N 
1 


. - 
jp 4 . » * 8 
* 1 . Py * "% bs * I 7 "_—_— , * q A N m 
2 Oy = 5 L A : 4 WT P *. : 4 4 > l A. * 4 
, [ « e F . a - . 44 " 4 
* * > P 4 3 2 * 2 4 o 1 4 | 
- > * 


be was perfectly well be went fo the king 
of Ierulalem, and made his complaint of 
his Donne, and ſhewed him the letter ob, 
ligatozy which bis ſonne had made,wher- 
by his father might pat him cut of the En 
ptre without any gaine-ſaping, When the 
King heard this, he called the Emperours 
ſonne to anſwere his Father : And when 
be came, he could not an{were to his Fa- 
ther with any reaſon, wherefoze the King 
put him out of his Empire. and ſeated his 
father therein againe: and lo he is: 
all the dapes of his life, 


| The Morrall. 

This Emperoar betokeneth our Lo2v 
Jelus Chꝛiſt:sccozding to that ſaping : Is 
not hee thy father that hath brought thee 
vp? he hath made thee, &c. Deut. 3 2. vc r. G. 
The lonne betokencth man, to whom he 
cave ali the Empire of this wayld, accoz⸗ 
ding to the Scripture. Cœlum cœli domi- 
no, &c. that is, Heauen he hath giuen our 
Lord, and earth to man. Mankinde made 
an obligation with our Loꝛd Jeſu Chalk, 
when he receiued the Sacrament of Bap⸗ 
tiſme, wherein he pꝛomiſed to ſerne him 
truelp, and fozſake the Dinell, and all dis 
pomp 
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pomp and baine-glozy. This Emperout \ 
began to ware ſicke on a dap, that is, out ; 
202d Jeſus Chzill ts troubled as off as a 
Chaiſtian ſinneth and bzeaketh his Com- | 
mandewen's, wherfoze he thirſts greatly J 
fo2 the help of our loules, 4 then he alkettz | | 
a dzavgbt of the firſt tun, that is, be aſketh 4 ll 
of man his firſt age of childe-hod to be 
ſpent in his ſernice : but incontinent the 
wicked childe anſwereth and ſaith: J map 
not doe (9, fog my childe hod is muſtp, 
that is, it is ſo tender and ſo poung, that it 
may not attempt ſo ſone to ſerue Gov, 
which is maniſeflly againſt the truth, fo 
the childe of one dap is not without ſinne, 
Fo2 O. Gregory in his Dialogues latth, 
the chudzen of flue peares of age dꝛiue out 
ſpirits from the bolomes of their fathers, 
And when God leeth that he cannot have 
of the muft of his childe- hd then 2efireth 
be the wine of the ſecond tun, Then an- 
lwereth tie wicked ponth e ſaith, that his 
wine is not apt to icrve God, And when 
God map not haue of the ſecond tunne, 
then aſketh be of the third tonne, that is, 4 
of the third tunne of his paoth. Zhen ans 
[wereth the wicked poung man and ſaith, 
the wine is very ſtrong and mightie,and | i 
there 
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therefoze his pouth oat to be ſpent about 
manly dæds in the wozld,and not in god 
hie. which ſhould make him f&ble E weak, 
When God ſe&th that he map net bane of 
this tun, then aſketh he of the fourth tun. 
And then anſwereth the wicked man in 
bis man- hd, and ſaith that aged men are 
ler ble, and may not faſt, noꝛ doe any hard 
repentance, and if he did, he ſhould be the 
tauſe of bis owne drath. Then aſked our 
Lo2dof the fifttun, that is, ofhis old age, 
when her ſtwpeth, and map not goe with⸗ 
out a ſtaffe. But the wicked old man ercn- 
let himſelte, and ſaith that his wine is to 
feeble to giue ſuch a fe ble man, foz il bee 
ſhould faſt one dap, it were time on the 
mozrow to make his graue. And when 
our K ozd ſcth that he map not haue of 
the fift tunne, then aſketh hee of the ſirt 
tanve. thai is, when a man is blinde and 
may got to ſinne no moe, pet deſireih he 
of ſuch a man bꝛinte, that is, help of his 
ſoule. But the w2etched man lying in des 
ſpatre ſaith: Alas, las, woe to me · betauſe 
J lerued not Almighty God mp maker £ 
redæmer here in times paſt, while J was 
in vonth and in pꝛoſperitte: now there is 
nothing left but onelp the l&s and * 
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auaile me nob ta turne towars God: ut 
fo3 ſuch men we ſhould lament. | 
Nenuertheleſſe God is mercifull, that 
though bes might haue no ſeruice of man 
in all this time, pet her is content to haue 
the lees of his tunne, that is, the god will, 
though de map not ſerne him otherwiſe, 
ſo hall his god will ſtand him in lead of 
penitent life. For in what houre the (inner 
doth repent him ot his ſinne from the bot- 
tome of his heart he ſhall be ſaued, as Eze- 
chiel witneſſeth. But there be many that 
will gine no wine, noz no other thing to 
bim, wherefoze God ſhall complaine vnts 
the King of Icruſalem,that is, to the God- 
bead at the iudgement dap, and then as he 
is God and man, ſhall be giue a ſentence 
definitine againſt ſuch men (eping,Eſurui 
& non dediſtis, &c. J haue hungred, ę vc 
gaue me no meate: J hade bene naked, e 
pee cloathed me not: haue thirſted and pe 
gaue me no dzinke. Loe thus ſhall he re⸗ 
hearſe to the the fruits of thy faith. And 
when this is done, then ſhall ſoch men be 
put to everlaſting paine, and thi iuſt men 
tknto euerlaſtiug bliſſe. Unto which bzing 
bs our Lozd Jeſus Chaiſt. amen. : 
go N Tac 
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of w3zetchednefſe, therefoze what hall it 
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pꝛziſon, being bound. Whenthis pong man 


The Hiſtorie of 


The Argument, 


Man being captiued by Sathan, the world 
refuſeth to do for him, till the God-head 
of the heauenly Father bearing an car- 
neſt affection 1 vnto him, did eſpouſe 
him, & imbrace him within the boſome 
of inward and intire loue, aduenturing 
what hee might to ſet man-kinde at li- 

bertie,yet grudgeth the world, that wee 

ſhould alwayes ſerue our God and for- 
ſake her, but toeſchewall ſuch maligni- 
tie we are taught in this Hiſtoric, 


The 34. Hiſtorie. 


n Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty Em⸗ 
perour named Antony , bnder whoſe 
raigne the Kouers of the ſea had taken pzb 
ſonera mighty mans ſon of another regi⸗ 
on, and bzought dim to the Emperours 


was thus in pꝛiſon, he incontinent w2ote 
to his father fo his ranſome, but he would 
neither pay his ranſome,noz ſend him any 
thing focomfozt him. Ch. het —.— 
heard, he wept ſoze,and — econ 
undes foz the vnkindn 


comfozted him as much as ſhee might, 
wiſhing him fo be merry. To whom the 
pꝛiloner anſwered and (aid : How ſhall J 
be merry - 02 how map J top, thus to lye 
ſaſt bound in pꝛiſon from the ſight of man? 
and nofwi!hCanding thts, it grieueih ms 
molt that mp father will not pap mp ran⸗ 
ſome. Mhen the Maiden heard this, ſhe 
was moned with pittie and ſaid ; deare 
friend J am ſozry fes the, and therefo2s8 
il thou wilt grant me one thing, J ſhall de⸗ 
liner the from thy anguiſh and papne. 
Wha! thing is that,quoth he: Chat thou 
wilt take me foz thy wife. Then ſaid the 
Þ2iſoner, I pꝛomiſe you ſurelp fo fulfill 
20ar intent and deſire, and foz the maze 
ifſarance 4 plight you mp troth. TUhen 
ze had ſo done. ſho2fly after the damſell de⸗ 


im home to his fathers houſe, WUhen bis 
ather ſaw his ſon + the maiden together, 
he aſked the canſe why he bzonght the 
naiden with him. Then (aid his ſon! Sir, 
his Damſeil delinered me out of pziſon, 
ind therefoze the ſhall be my wife, Then 
ud his father; J will nat conſent that hee 

| N 2 ſhall 
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This Emperour had a faire daughter, 
which viſited everp day the pꝛiſoner, and 


iuered him out ol pziſon, fled away with 
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cal be thy wife.fo2 tworeaſonable cauſes, 
wich J wall fo2thwith ſbew the. A bs 
ficſt is this, it is not vnknowne to ſhe that 
the Emperour ber father might haue had 
ſoz thy daliuerance great plentp of riches, 
and fozaſmuch as ſhæ was bntrae to her 
one father, + true to the, it (meth well 
that thou ſhouldeſt not traſt long to ber: 
% foz being falle to her owne father, it ts to 
be feared ſhe will not be true to ano ber 
| 4 man. The ſecond reaſon is this : the cauſs 
why the delivered tber out of pꝛiſon, was 
neither ſoz pittic no2 fo2 loue, but fo2 cars 
yall tuft that he had to the. Foz at thy de⸗ 
liuerante ſhe made conenant with the to 
be thy wile and had of ther thy troth, and 
bath accompanied with th&:therefoze ſon 
(ſaith be) if is noreaſon that ſhe Chould be 
thy wife. 

The ma(ſden anſwered fo theſe obiecti⸗ 
ons and ſaid : as fo2 the firſt reaſon that 
thou laieſt againſt me that J ſhonlo be bn- 
true to my ſather, that is falſe;foz mp Fa- 
ther bath plenty of riches, and thy ſonne is 
but poze, g therefoze J hoipe ther fo? pitlie 
and fo2 none other tauſe:and neacrtheicſſe 
thou that art his father wouldeſt not pap 
bis ranſome, that hee might be ow 
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pat of pʒiſon. & oe loʒ this tauſe J have des 
uur red him.therpfoze Jam kinder to him 
ben thou that art his owne facher, and be 
ie moꝛe beholding to me then to tha Unto 
tbe other reaſon ; whercas thou ſaiſt that 
'F detzocred him becanſeof carnall luſt: J 
aniwere” 8nd tap plainely that it is not 
frath. Foz all manner of carnall lone is 


cauſed of frength oz elſe of beanty,bat thy 


ſonne is not lit ong, fo? his impꝛiſonment 
bath taken swap bis ſtrength : he is not 
futre loʒ by the poin: be hath had in p2iſon, 


n+ theretoze pittie onely moued me 
to delidet him, and not carnall luff, 
Chen ſaid the ſon: Deare fathcr,fo:afs 


vnto vou to pap mp ranſome that F might 
be deliuered and pou would nethelp mee, 
but this gentle damſell fo2 piſtie hath (a- 
ned me from death and delluered mee ont 
of pꝛiſon, therefoꝛe ſurilp ſhe Chal} be wp 
wife. So fo2thwith bee marrped her with 
great honour,and 101 h her ended his life, 


The Morrall. 
Deare Fricnts, this Emperonr bets⸗ 
kecacth the Father of heaven, The young 


N 3 man 


f ſow, and made bnlulty to. 


much as I was in perill of death, e wzote- 


> 
* 
1 22 4 PR _ 
"4% a4 a — — ———— 


jp 3 . a 
p TANK — — — — —— _ 
_ — 1 , 


+» » 
# I FY .« * 4 \ is G _” 4 
ns — — 2 r — . * U 


* 
. * _ <> 


- 
- — 
* * 0 2 A To) l 
5 G . —— * P — ws n « * ©. hy. Cy 
N ; od *% 
4 o * = - = k „ wv . 
« — = — : 4 P — - . 
_ ' — 
r : ; 
— . 2 : al n * ” 
—_ » — - —__ 4 4 — ro 
a : % 
— = 
- » — * o * 8 
, N ' , - = 
d N o 4 * = YG. > * 
— 4 2 
5 * 17 
7 - * , 
* N > 
* * * 
. Wo 
4 
ON 


N pes E . 

„ - " 

+. - 0 
11 5 s 22 p — * 

” ” ht 2 : 
= L , 1 ö 2 * * T l FAY = K 
4 2 . q ” o ” 4 * „ 8 =- 
| : 


* 1 \ 
mr 
_ = ——_—_ 
— 


* wv. 7 <4. v 
_ - —_ hs ' 
N = — — » 1 : 0 
by * 
La \ N A 
pd * $6. 4 44 v4, WPI we. 


2 "A —— on 
= — * 
—_ 
- . 


pꝛiſon of hell with great ſozrow and pain. 
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bis vanittes, certatnelp we ſhall fall into 


| The Hiſtorie of 
man which was taken with the Pirates 
of the Sea, betokens al! man-kinde which 


was taken with the djueil, by the nne of 
oor fozefather Adam, and was call into the 


Dis father would not ranſome him, that 
is, the woꝛlo would dee nothing fazbim. 
This tatre daughter betokcneth the God- 
bead, which came downe from heancn, 
and toke man-bed of the virgin Mary, and 
ſa made a ghoſtly marriage betwene bim 
and man. And bpon this condition he de- 
lincred mankinde out of the pziſon of hell, 
when ber came from heautn and fozſ@ke 
tbe fellowſhip of Angels-fo2 to dwell with 
bs in this wetched baile of trares, But 
the Father, that betokeneth the Wozld, 
grudged euer againſt him, and would no 
ſoffer that the ſoule of man ſhould become 
the Spouſe of Jeſus Chaift, but that the 
ſhould alway ſerne him, and ſhould foz, 
ſake dur Lo2d, 

Zherefo2e if we follow the woꝛld and 


the ſnare of the diuell. From the which de⸗ 
- un vs our bleſſed Sautour Jeſa Nen 
men. 
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The Argument, 


It is the ordinance of God that no man 
ſhall labour for worldly promotion by 
couetouſnes and falſhood,norby deceit 
or other cuill courſes. Man for his firſt 
tranſgreſſion ſhould haue bin adiudged 
to perpetuall torment in hell, had not 
the Sonne of God voluntarily offered 
himſelſe to the death, to ſaue mankinde 
and deſtroy Sathan his enemie, ſo that 
thereby he . place him in the ha- 
bitation of heauen euerlaſting. 


The 35. Hiſtorie. 


Omtime in Rome there dwelt a noble 
Emperour of great liuelihod, named 
Alexander, which abone all vertnes loued 
the vertue of Bountie, wherefoze he 03- 
dained a law foz great burioſitie, that no 
man bnder paine of beath Could turne a 
Platce in his dyſh, at his meate, but onelp 
ate the white ſide and not the blacke, and 
f any man lvonld attempt to doe the 
dnfrarp, det Would ſuffer death without 
ny Pardon: but pet ere bc& dyed, hee 
ſhould aſks heck requeſts of the Empe⸗ 
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tame an Eatle and his ſonne of a ſtrange 


Emperont a laid: Dh my reuerend Load, 


ronr what him liſt oo bis lite which 
ſhould be granted him. 
Jt befell affer bpon a dap , that there 


Countrep to ſpeake with the @mperour. 
And whenthe Carle was ſet at meat, hit 
was leracd with a Plaice, and he which 
was hungry bad an appetite to bis meat, 
after he had talen the white ſide he turned 
the blacke ſide, and began to eate thereof : 
wheretaze ſtraigbtway he was accnſed fo 
the Emperour, becauſe h had offended 
againſt thetaw;Then laid the Emperoz: 
let him dpe azeo2ding to the law, without 
any delay. When the Carles ſonne heard 
that bis father ſduld dye, immediately he 
fell downe on both his knees befoze the 


I moſt himbly intreate pon that J may 
dpe {02 ay father. E ben ſaid the Empe- 
roar : Jt;pieaſeth me well, ſo that one dye 
fo: the offence of the law. Then laid the 
Carles ſonne,fith it is ſo that J muſt die, 
J a{ke the benefit ofthe Law,that is.that 
J map hane thx petitions granted ere 
J dpe. The Emperor anſwered and 
ſaid: Aſke what thot wilt, there 1 25 no 
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Chen laid this pong knigdt: MY Lo2d, 
pon hane bat one danghter, the which J 
defire of pour Highnefle, that ſhe may lye 
with me one night befoze J dye. The Em⸗ 
persur granted fo2 fulfilling of his Law, 
though it were againſt his will. Neuer, 
theleſle this knight deflonred her not as 


Emperour. 

The ſecond petition is this: J aſke all 
thy treaſure, and immediately the Empe⸗ 
rour granted, betauſe he would nat be cal⸗ 


Carles (on had rcceined the ©mperogrs 
freaſare, he imparted if both to poꝛe and 
rich, by . whereof he obtained their 


Tozd, that all their eyes map be put aut 
incontinent that ſaw mp ſather eating of 
the black plaice. CAhereſoze the Emperoꝛ 
made inquiſition immediately who if was 
that ſaw the Carle turne the blacke ſide of 
the plaite. And they that ſaw him turn the 
plaice bethought them & ſaid within them⸗ 
ſelnes : If we acknowledge that we ſaw 
dim doe this freſpaſſe, then ſhall our eyes 
be put ont, and therefoze it is better — 


that night: theretoʒe be greatlp pleaſed ihe 


led a bzeaker of the law. And when the 


Py third petition is this F aſke mp 


Thel Hi iſtorie of. 


we bold bs fil! And ſo there was none 
ſound that wonld accuſe htm. 

then the Carles ſon ſaw this,be ſaid 
to the Emperour. Pp Lo2d, quoth he, ya 
ſee there is no man accuſcth wy father, 
therefoze atne me rightfull ludgement. 
Then ſaid the Emperour: ſozaſmuch as 
no man will acknowledge that they ſaw 
him turne the Plaſce,therefoze J will not 
that thy father ſhall dye. Loe thus the (on 
ſaged his fathers life, and after the deceaſe 
of the Emperour marryed his daughter, 


The Morrall. 

Deare friends, this Emperour befoken, 
eth the Father of heanen, which oꝛdained 
n Lawihatno man ſhould turne the black 
de of a Place, that is, there ſhould no 
man labour foz riches and pꝛomotion by 
conctouſnes and falſhod. The Earle that 
came to the Cmperonr vetokenoth Adam, 
our ſoꝛefather, who came out of the land 
of Eden, g turned bp the blacke ſide of the 
Platte, when he eate of the Apple of the 
foʒbioden tree, wherefoze her (ſhould haue 
bene condemned to euerlaſting death: buf 
bis Son that betokeneth our Lozd Jeſus 
Chi: foz ber toke fleſh of Adam, and 
pzoffered 


Geſta Romanorum. 109 


pzoffered himſelfe voluntarily to dye ſoz 
bim: and the Father of heanen grayted 
that he ſhould goe woe to dye foz man- 
kinde. 

Heueribeleſle bofoze be dyed he aſked 
th:e& petitions of his Father of heancn, 

Che firſt was thts.thaf de might have 
by him his Daughter, which betokeneth 
the Soule of man,andbzing her with him 
into the boſome of heanen, accoꝛding to 
the woꝛds of Oſce, ſaping: Deſponſabo 
cam mihi; that is, J ſhall wed her to my 
ſelle. 

Che ſecond petition was this, all the 
Emperoars treaſure, which betokeneth 
the treaſure of heanen, acco2ding to this 
Scriptore:Sicur depoſuit mihi Paterzthat 
is, Like as the Father hath diſpoſed fog 
me, ſo J diſpoſe fo2 you. 

The third petition was this, (hat all 

their epes ſbould be put ont, that is, that 
the Diuell and all faiſe witneſſes which 
accuſe vs true men, might be put from the 
light of heauenly grace. 
And thus ſaued ha mankinde, and led 
jim vp with bim onto the Pallace of hea⸗ 
zen, Unto the which pallace bzing vs our 
wes Jeſus, Amen. 
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life vnto man aud by his death end 


2 The 36. Hiſtorie. 


thenert Title, 2 J am pour man, Then 
| latd the Emp:roz,thou (emetpopther 


„ 


The Hiftorie of 
The Argument. 


The Father of heauen of his meere grace 
promoteth ſome poore men, rayling 
them from the duſt to fit among Prin- 

ces, but they extolling themſęlues with- 
out regard of Gods goednefl-,they are 
againe made abies by him. The diuell 

worketh deceit in his members again! 
the godly. Chriſt came downe From 

heaven to miniſter the water of * 


ſion to reuiue our ſoules, (u hich 
were dead) vnto the firme (tate of — 
nall felicitie and to purchaſe ou happi 
bee with his precious bloud. | 


- 
” 3 


N Rome there dwelt ſomtime a might 
Emperour named Leonicius, who on 4 
dap rode to a Foꝛreſt to difpozt himlelke, 
whereas be met lodainly with a pw2s 
man, to whom be ſaid thug: Friend, what 
art thou? and whence cemmeſt thou 7 

Pp Lozd quoth bee, J am tome from 


foz! 


ſoꝛs (f then be honeſt and true J ſhall p;0- 
note the to great riches 6 hononr, Then 
an{wered the pe man g ſaid: Þp Lozd, 
pꝛomiſe pon faithfullp fo be true to yon 
ſs long as J line. The Emperour anon 
made dim 8 Knight, and gaue him great 
wared io p2oud, that he thought bimſelſe 
moze able to be an Emperour then his 
Lo2d:wherefoze he made ſuggeſtion to di- 
vers Loꝛds ol that Empire, that he might 


f them to be Emperour. Then ſhe Em⸗ 
perour heard this, anon he criled him, and 
all thoſe that were conſenting to him, ſa 


eſe and ſozrow:and then the @mperour 
2datned other men in their ſtead, 4 gaue 
em all the poſſeſſions of the traitoꝛs. 

And when the baniſhed men heard thaf 
trangers had taken poſlefiion of their 
ands and gde, anon thep conſpired as 
zainft them, 4 thzough (reaſon requeſted 
hem to a bangnet. And they as innocents 


loned meſſes, whereby as many as 
alted of thoſe dilhes dped incontinent, 
When 


Geſta Romanorum. or 


ſurpe, t take bpon him thzongh trength 


W 


D UVOy 


zat they lived ablecs in great wzetcheds 


binking bpon no ſach treaſon came at the 
ap aſſignev, and were (erved with fine. 
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— the Emperour heard this, ba 
was greatly moued,e aſſembled his coun, 
fell, to inquire what was beft to be vong 
fo; this freaſon and foz their death, Tgen 
laid the Emperours ſonne: Pp Lo2d, 
am pour ſonne, and pou are my Father, 
and therefoze J ſhall gtue psa god eonn- 
fell and pꝛofltable to all men: Mot farre 
dente is a little nation, wherein dwelleth 
a faire Maiden, a gracious in the ſight of 
enerp man which hath an D:chard wher, 
in is a Mell, the water whereofis of ſuch 
vertue that if it be caſt bpona dead man, 
ftraightwap be ſhall liue againe andrecs/ 
ner bis lite. Tberefoze my Lozd J (hall 
deſcend onto that Nation, and ſ&ke that 


water, whereby they that were laine af 
the Banquet, map be reſfozed againe fo 


he greatly refoyced and ſaid thus: Sonne 
thy counſell is god. 

And ftraightwap the Emperours Hon 
went into the lad Nation, and tell in con- 
teit with the Paiden, in ſo much that be 
entered into the garden and afaied fo taf 
the wafer of the well. And when he had 
ſo dene, he made flne depe trenches in the 
ground, in the which the water ranne ” f 


' 


j 


, Geſta Romanorum. 102 
f came where the dead men lap burped, 
bereupon when the water touched them, 
bey aroſe from death to life, Zhen the 
Emperours Sonne with great top led 
bem vnto his father. And when the Em⸗ 
zerour ſaw this, dee was right toptuil, 
pherefo2ehe& crowned dis Sonne with a 
Lawzell crowne, in token of vicozp, and 
o ended his life in reſt and peace, 


The Morrall. 
Deare friends,this Emperour befoken- 
the Father of heauen. The poꝛe man 
jat was pzomoted, betokeneth Luciter, 
}ho was eralted of nought, and entbzo- 
ed in the Empire of heauen with great 
dp and clearneſſe, that thzough his pꝛide 
e thought he might be like bnto Almigh- 
e God. And not onely like him but moze 
ben Almightic God: wherefoze the Fas 
her of heanen criled him, and all them 


lace man was eralted fo great top anÞ 
dnour. The Dinell (&ing this, it much 
rieued him, that man ſheuld come to 
ich glozp and hononr,and bad Adam and 
ue to a Banquet, when they cate of the 
Apple, againſt Gods Commandement, 
| and 


Fs — „ * 1 * 5 


bat conſented to him, fo hell: and in his 
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and counſelled them thus, ſaping: In what 
houre ye cate of the Apple, ye ſhall be like 
Gods, knowing good and euill. And at this 
curſed banquet they were ſerned with fine 
meſſes that were poyſoned, that is, their 
flue wits were accozded in eating of the 
Apple, whereof man was infected & dyed, 
This hearing the ©mperours (on Chill 
Jeſus, moned with mercy, came downe 
keom heaven into this wo2ld,e acquainted 
bim ſo well with the bleed Uirgin Mary, 
that he found in her the well of man-hod, 
and coniopned it to the God-head, accoz: 
ding to the Scripture:I amthewell of life, 
who drinketh of it ſhall not thirſt, After 
that be ſaffered to be made fine trenches 
in the ground, that is,fine wounds in his 
body, out of the which ran both blond and 
wafer;wherebp all mankinde was raiſe? 
from death to life,andled them bp into the 
Pallace of heancn, Unto the which b2ing 
bs our bleſled Sautour Jecas Chzilt, 
Amen, 


The Argument. 


The Father of heauen extendeth his good 
netic diuers wayes towards fraile man, 


yet 
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And his two fonnes befoken the nature 


of Angels, and the nature of man, Foz 
man was married to a common woman 


oz harlot when he eat ofthe Apple againſt 


the Commandement of God, wherefoze 
he was eriled by the father of heanen,and 
put from the toyes of Paradiſe. The ſon 
of the common woman betokeneth man, 
kinde, This nights ſonne, that is Adam, 
liued in great milerie, foz after his ſinne 


he was put from top into this wzetched 


ballep of teares and werping, accoꝛding to 
the Scripture, ln ſudore, &c. In the lweat 
of thy bꝛowes thou ſhalt eate thy bzead, 
But after by the paſſion of Chꝛiſt he was 
reconciled. But the other lonne that beto- 
keneth the Dinell was euer vnkinde, and 
grudged dailp againſt our reconciling, ſap⸗ 
ing, that by reaſon ol our ſinne wir ought 


The Argument. 


We ought in euery vocation and calling to 


* — 
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not to come bnts the heritage of Heauen. 
Unto the which bzing vs our Lozd Jeſus 
| Chzilt. Amen. 


behaue our ſelues iuſtly, and to vſe the 


poore man with equitie: wee mult not 
OZ iniutie 


The Hiftorie of 
iniurie the rich men. The mi en. 
are to be honoured, and not defrauded 
of their dignitie and eſtate, being men 
of ſineere life: they that doe contrary to 
the meaning of dutifull behoofe herein, 

are worthy of euerlaſting death, 


The 38. Hiſtorie. 


Dmtime there dwelt in Rome a migb⸗ 
tie Emperour named Donarus, which 
did make theo Images: ofthe which, one 
held out his hand lrafght bnto the people, 
and had on his finger a ring of gold, The 
ſecond. Image had a beard of gold. And 
the third had a Pantle of Purple. Com- 
manding vpon paine ot death, that no man 
Could take awap off theſe Images the 
ring, the beard, noz the mantle. 

It befell afterward vpon a time, that 
one Dioniſe a fpzant, came info the Tem⸗ 
ple and foke away the ring from the firſt 
Image, the beard from the ſecond,and the 
mantle from the third. And when her bad 
thus done, he was fozthwith accuſed vnde 
the Emperour, and bzonght befoze him, 
and ftrictly examined of that treſpaſſe, why 
be diſpoiled the Images againſt the Em 
perours commandement, 


Then 


————————. 
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Then anſwered Dioniſe, and ſaid ag 
followeth: My reuerend Lozd,it is lawful 
to anſwere foz mp ſelfe : When J entred 
into the temple, the firſt Image held fozth 
bis hand ſtraight to me, as who would 
ſay, J giue the this ring, and therefoze A 
foke the ring as the gift of the Image, be⸗ 
ing loath fo refaſe ſo gentle an offer. And 
when J ſaw the ſecond Image hauing a 
beard, J thought thus within my ſelfe: J 
knew ſometime the father of the Image, 
which had no beard, and now his Sonne 
bath a beatd, which is againſt reaſon, the 
ſonne to haue a beard and the father none: 
and Cherefoze J foke from him his beard, 
that he ſhould be like his father. After that 

when J ſaw the third hauing a mantle of 
gold, J fſhonght that the mantle of gold 

was not behwuable fo2 him in winter; fo: 
gold is natnraily cold, which might be 
cauſe of his death, and therefoze I feoke it 
from him becauſe if was fo cold in win- 
ter, and to hot in ſummer. 

When Dioniſe had txtuied him bp theſe 
reaſons,the C mpersur anſwered and ſaid: 
Thon haſt anſwered wickedlp fo2 thy 
ſeife, What ſhould canſe the rather then 
any other man to diſpoyle theſe Images, 
D 3 fo3 
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The Hiſtorie of . 


fozaſmuch as J commanded that no man 
thovid take anp thing away from them, 
therefoze thine olone mouth hath condem» 
ned thee: Anone the Emperour called to 
him one of his Squires, and charged him 
to ſmite off his head, and incontinently he 
feoke him, and did onto him as the Empe⸗ 
rour had commanded, and ſo hee dped a 


Wamefull death. - bf 


The Morrall, 
Deare Friends, this Emperour bets, 
keneth Aimighty God, the Father of hea⸗ 
nen. The thze {mages betokeneth the 
poze men, the rich men, 2 ſhe mighty men 
of this wozld. The tyꝛant Dioniſe betoken, 
eth all officers in euerp eCate lewdly be⸗ 
bauing themſelues, which takeaway from 
poze men the ring off their fingers, 4 ſap 
thus, J map fake that is giuen me. But 
when the poꝛe man bath ought to dae, he 
muſt needs put fozth his hand io gine whe⸗ 
ther de will oꝛ no, if he would ſperd. They 
lake awap the beard from the rich man, 
and lap thus: This man is richer then his 
kathet was, therefoze take we his liuelade 
from him, and make him like his fo2cfa- 


ther. 1 take alſo the mantle of "From 
rom 


\ 
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from the mighty men, when they 
man of honour and god lining, will 
cozrect ſach open mil doers, then lap th. 
this man is to cold, fo; he inclineth noͤ 


thing to our opinions and alſo he is ſo hot 
in power and working againſt vs, there⸗ 


foze goe we and take from him the mantle 
of might, and (athep accuſe him, and put 
him out of his office. Bat certainelp, all 
ſuch men ſfand in perill of euerlaſting 
death. From the which ſaue bs her that 
2 ſhed his pꝛecious blond fo? vs. Amen. 


The Argument.” 


Man ought to nouriſh Chriſt in his heart 
by faith and fruits of good life. The re- 
ward of ſuch as haue care ento the com- 
mandements and inſtitutions of God. 
We mult watch leaſt we fall into temp- 
tation: theſe things conlidered,we (hall 
then by Gods -gracious good proui— 
dence attaine vnto the reward of his 
heauenly and cucrlaſting bliſle. 


The 39. Hiſtoric. 
1 Here dwelt ſometime in Nome a 


mighty Emperour named Emilius, 
I D4 who 


finde 
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The Hiſtorie of | 
foxace® a faire pong Lady fo his Mile, 
Goo! Whom he had begotten a faire ſonne. 

th“ den den the States of the Empires beard 
his, they came bnto the Emperour, and 
Fefonght him to baue the keping of his 
ſonne. Immediately the Emperour (ent a 
Herald thꝛonghout the citie, pzoclaiming 
that in whoſe houſe were firſt fonnd fire 
t water, the god man of that houſe ſhould 
baue bis lonne in keping and to neuriſh, 
And then the Emperour made a Pzocla- 
mation, that whoſoever had his ſonne to 
keepe, ſhould nouriſh him cleanly, e fe&ds 
him with wholſome meates and dzinkes. 
And when the Childe came fo age, then 
ſhonld the k&per be pꝛomoted fo great ho⸗ 
nour, wherefoze many men made ready 
fire and water in hope fo haue the childe : F 
But in tbe night when enerp man was a 
lerpe, there came a tyꝛant named Sulspius, 
that quenched the fire and thzew out the 
water. Nenerthelefſe among al other there 
was a man named lonathas, that laboured 
ſo diligently that he kept both day 4 night 
fire and water, 

In a moꝛning earelp the Þcranld at 
the Emperours commandement, went! 
(h;0ugþ the Citie, and ſought in — 
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bouſe fo? fire g water, but her conld finds 
none fill he came to lonathas houſe,where 
as he found both fire and water ready, 
wherefoze h was bzought befoze the 
Emperour, who deliuered him his lonne 
accoꝛding to the Pꝛoclamation. 

Mhen Ionathas had the Emperours 
Donne. be led him home vnto his houſe, 
And ſone alter he ſent foꝛ Þaſons 4 Car⸗ 
enters, and did make a ſtrong chamber 
f lime and ſtone. And when thechamber 
finiſhed, be (ent fo2 painters fo paint 
1 n the wall inthe Chamber ten Amages 
ith this poſep 5 aboue their heads, 
Who fo defileth theſe Images (hall dye a 

Truell.death, And then he We a papꝛe 
f gallowes to be dzawne on the boꝛe, and 
figured a man hanging thereupon with 
this poſep painted abone his head: So ſhall 
he be ſerued that nouriſheth the Emperors 
zonne amiſſe. Alſo he tauſed a chaire of 
jold to be made, and himlelfe ſitting there- 
, crowned with a crowne of gold, with 
bis ſuperſcription abong the head: Who 
d nouriſheth the Emperours ſon cleanly, 
hus ſhall he be honoured. 
When this wus done, offentimes as 
ewas alerpe be was greatly tempted fo 


defile 
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defile theſe ten excellent Images, but anon 
der read the ſuperfcription aboue then 
heads, and then all the temptation ceaſed, 
And when the Emperours forme was 
euilly kept, then went Hee fo the galloweg 
and read that poſep which was wzitten 
aboue his owne head, and fo dzead there, 
of kept the childe better, and was diligent 
to giue attendance on him, 

And when he beheld the chaire and him⸗ 
ſelfe iftingtherin crowned with a crown; 
of gold, her was right iopfull, thinking to 
haue god reward fo2 keping ofthe Em, 
perours ſon, When tbe Emperour heard 
of this diligent demeanour about his ſon, 
be ſent fo2 him and thanking him fo2 bis 
well keping and nonriſhing of him, he 
after pzomoted him to great honeur and 
dignitie. 


The Morrall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the father 
of beanen. Tbe Empꝛeſle betokeneth the WL: 
bleſſed Utrain Mary. The Cmperonrs Mt 
ſenne betokeneth our Loꝛd Jeſus Chill, 
The Herauld that was ſent throughout 
the Citie betokeneth Saint lohn Baptili, bw 


who was ent beleze eur Lozd to proper | 
the 
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ture: Ecce, mitto Angelum. &c. Loe, I (end 
mine Angell befoze me, fc. The States 
that deſired the Emperours ſon to nous 
riſh, betoken the Patriarkes à Þ2ophets, 
which deſired greatlp to nouriſh eur Lo2d 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and allo to ſ& him, but they 
might not ſe him noꝛ nouriſh him, fo fire 
and water which ſhould haue bene canſe 
of their ſight, was not wild them per- 
lectlv. 

The fire betokeneth the holy Ghoſt 
which had nat pet appeared in them, fo 
they were not wached wild the water of 
Baptiſme.Alſo yg may vnderſtand by the 
fire perfect Charxitie,and by the water true 
Contrition, which two now a dapes fails 
in many men) and therefo2e they may 
not have the little Cbüde Jelus in their 
hearts. : 
lonathas that watched fo diligently 
befolieneth eperp god Chiifiicn man , 
Which Nudpeth cover to watch in well do⸗ 
ing, vtelding to God fo? ſinnes, the fire of 
heritable repentance, and the wager of 
onfrition, But aktentimes the @r2ant 
which betskeneth the Diaz!l, puttethont 
the fire ol char itie from out of mens harts, 
and 


the wap fohim,accozding to the holy ſcrip- * 


RY T5 , 
r 


The Hiftorie ß 


_andcafteth ont the water of Contrition, 
ſo that they may not nouriſh the little 
childe Jeſus, Zherefoze let bs watch ag 
lonathas did, that we enter not info temp 
tation. And call we bnfo vs Paſons,fhat 
is, diſcreet Pzeachers, which tan make in 
our hearſs a chamber of ſtone, that is,: 
fare Faith and Hope. Then call we to bs 
painters,that is, Piniſters of Gods wozd, 
which can paint in our harfs ten Images, 
that is the ten Commandewents, which 
if thon karpe and obſerue daily, without 
doubt thou halt be hononred in heauen. 
And if thou kepe well the Emperonrs 
Sonne, thou thalt (if in a chapꝛe of gold, 
crowned with a crowne of Gold. And i! 
that thou nouriſh him not well, without 
doubt thou (halt be in danger of fozment 
in Hell. From the which pꝛeſerne bs out 
bleſſed Santour Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 


The Soule of man eſpouſed vnto Chrill, 
the fleſh procureth the ſame to fin, The 
Chriſtian Soule by faith withſtand eth 
temptation. The Redemption of man- 


kinde trom fin and death. The * 
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of vnthankfull hearts. The ſpirit healeth 
the defects of the fleſh, After a pure re- 
pentance followeth perpetuall ioy and 
felicitie both of ſoule and body, 
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Nome dwelf ſomtime a mighty Em⸗ 
perour named Menalay, which had wed- 
ed the Kings daughter of Hungary, a 
aire Lady 4 a gracious in all her wozkes, 
nd ſpecially ſhe was mercifull.On a time 
the Emperour lay in bis bed, he be- 
ought bim that be would goe viſit the 
olp land. And on the mozrow he called to 
im the Empꝛeſſe his wife,and his owne 
nly bzother,+ thus be laid: Deare Lady, 
map not, no2 J will not hide from pou 
be pziuities of mp hart, 4 purpoſe to biſif 
be holp Land, wherefoze J o2daine the 
zincipally to be Lady E Gonerneſle ouer 
ll my Empire, and all my people. And vn/ 
er thee J oꝛdaine here my bꝛother to be 
by Ceward, fo to pꝛouids all things that 
nay be p;ofitable to my Empire and fs 
ny people. 

Then ſaid the Empꝛeſle: Sith it will 
0 otherwiſe be, but that nerdes pou will 


oe to biſit the Citie leruſalem, I hall be 
in 
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in pour abſence as true as any turtle that 
hath loſt her make, foz as J bel&ue, pe? 
ſyall not eſcape thence with pour life. 
The Emperour anone comfo2fed her 
with faite wozds,and kiſſed her, and after 
that tokc his leaue of her and of all other, 
and went toward the Citie ol leruſalem. 
And anone after the Emperour was 
gone, his bꝛother became ſo pꝛoud, that he 
oppꝛeſſed poꝛe men, and robbed rich men, 
and her did wozſe then this, fo2 daily her 
ſtirred the Empꝛeſſe to commit ſinne with 
him. But euer ſhe anſwercd againe, as an 
holy and deuout woman and ſald: J will 
quoth ſhe never conſent lo pou noʒ to any 
other as long as mp Loꝛd lineth. Neucr- 
theleſſe this Knight would not leaue with 
this anlwere, but euer when he found ber 
alone, hoe made his complaint to her and 
ſtirred her by all the wapes that he could 
to ſinne with him. el 
den this Lady (aw that he would 
not ceaſe foz anp anſwere, noz would not 
amend imſelfe, when ſhoe ſaw her time 
ſhe called to her th2e 62 foure of the woz· 
thieſt men el the Empire, and laid to them 
thus: It is not vnknobone fo pou that mp 
Lozd the Emperour oꝛdained me mon 
| 5 a 
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pall goucrnour of this Empire, and alſo 
he ozdained his bzother-to be ſteward vn- 
der me, and that he ſhould dee nothing 
» without mp counſell, but he doth all the 
„ contrary ; foz he oppzefleth greatly poze 
rovevagttkewile robbeth the rich men, 
a great would doe moze then this, if he 
euervaue his intent, wherefoze J com- 
and pou in my Lo2ds name, that you 
unde him faſt and caſthim info pꝛiſon. 
Then ſaid they, ſothly he bath done ma⸗ 
ny euill d&des ſince our Lozd the Empr⸗ 
rour went, thereſoze we be ready lo obey 


you molt anſ were fo2 bs fo our Lo2d the: 
Emperour. Then laid ſhe: dꝛead pt not. 

ik my Lozd imew what bo hath done ag 
well as J, be would put him to the fonleſt 
death that could be thought, Immediatelp 


theſe men laid hand on him, & bound vim 


faſt with iron chaines, and put him in pꝛi⸗ 
on, whereas he lay long time after, til at 
the laſt it fozfuned there came fidings that 
the Empetour was comming home, and 
had obtained great renowne and vickoꝛp. 
When his bꝛother heard of bis comming, 
he ſaid: Mould to God mp bother migh! 
not finde mee in pꝛilon: fo; then would 
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h& enquire the cauſe of my impꝛiſonment 
of the Empzeſle, and ſhe will tell him all 
the trath,and how J pzocuredher to com- 
mit ſinne, and ſo foz her J all haue no fa, 
nour of mp Bꝛother, but loſe my life; this, 
know J well, therefoze it ſholkirvabcr, 
Then (ent her a meſſenger bntvalen. | 
pꝛeſle, pꝛaping her that ſhe would tvas 
ſafe to come to the Pꝛiſon doe, that g. 
might ſpeake a wozd oz two with'her. 
The Empꝛeſſe came to him, and enqui- 
red of him what he would haue. He an- 
fwered and laid: O Lady haue mercp vp⸗ 
on me, foz if the Emperour my bother 
finde me in pꝛiſon then ſhall J dye with⸗ 
out any remedie. 
Zhen laid the Empꝛeſle: Jf A might 
know that thou wouldeſt be a god man 
and leaue thp follp, thou ſhouldeſt finde 
grace. Then did he pꝛomiſe her aſſaredly 
to be true, and to amend all his treſpaſſe, 
When he had thus pꝛomiſed, the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe delinered him anone and made him 
fo be bathed and ſhauen, and apparelled 
him wozthilp accoꝛding fo his eſtate : and 
then ſheſaid vnto him thus. Now god bꝛo⸗ 
her fake thy St&d and come with mer, 
that we map met mp * He WE 
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and laid: Ladp, J am read to fulfill pour 
will and Commandement in all things. 


And then the Empꝛelſe toke him with ber, 


and many other Knights, 4 lo rode fozth 
ts mate with the Emperour:and as then 
rode together by the way they ſaw where 
a great Part ran befoze them, wyerefoze 
every man with (ach hounds as they had, 
chaſed him on hoꝛſebacke, ſo that with the 
Empzefſe was left no creature ſave onely 
the Emperours bzother, who ſ&ing that 


no man was fhere but they two, thus 


be ſaid bato.the Empꝛeſſe: Loe Lady, 
here is befide a pzinte fozreſf,and long it is 
agoe that J ſpakę to tha of laue, comenow 


and conſent vnto me that J may lye wii 


Then laid the Empꝛeſle: A fole, what 
may this be: Peſterdap J delinered ther 


out of pziſon.bpon thy pꝛomiſe, in hope ol 


amendment, and now thou art returned 
fo th follp againe, wherefoze J ſay now 
fo the as J baue laid befoze, there Call 


no man doe ſuch thing with me laue onely 


my 192d the Emperour, which onght.of 


very dutie lo foz to doe, Then ſatd he: it N 
thou wilt not conſent ta me, J ſhall hang 


his fozreſt, where 
Þ ns 
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ne man ſhall finde the, and ſo ſhalf thou 
die an enill death. The Cmpzeſſe anſwe⸗ 
red m&kely and ſaid: Zhongh thou (mite 
off my head, oz put me to death with all 
manner ofto2ment, then ſhalt neuer haue 
my conſent to ſuch a ſinne. 

When he heard this, he bnclothed her 
all ſane her ſmocke, and hanged her bp by 
the hapꝛe vpon a free, and tyed her Sterd 
befoze her, & ſo rode fozth to his fellowes, 
and fold them that a great hoal of men 
met him, and twke the Empꝛeſle awap 
from him. And when he had told them 
this, they made all great ſozrow. 

It befell on the third dap alker, there 
came an Carle to hunt in that fozreſt, and 
as he rode beating the buthes, he bnken- 
nelled a Fore, whom his hounds follow, 
ed faſt till they came neare the tree where 
the Empꝛeſle hanged. And when the dogs 
felt the (anour of her, thep left the Foxe 
and ranne foward the tre as faſt as they 
could. 

The Earle (#ing this, wond2ed greaf- 
lp, and ſparring his hozſe, followed them 


till he came wheras the Empꝛeſſe hanged. 
When the Earle ſaw her thus hanging, 
de maruelled greatly, foz as mach yrs 
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was tight faire and gractous to bebold, 
wherefoze he (aid bnfoher in this manner 
wile: © woman who art thou and of 
what corntrey 7 and wherefoze hangeff 
thon here in this manner ⸗ 

The Empꝛelle that was not pet fallp 
dead, but at point readp to dye, anſwered 
and ſaid: J am quoth ſhe, a ſtrange wo- 
man, and am come out of afarre countrp, 
but how J came hither God knoweth. 
Then anſwered the Earle g (aid: Whoſe 
bozſe is this that ſtandeth by the bound 
fo this fre. Then anſwered the Ladp and 
ſaid that it was bers. Mhen the Carle 
beard this, he knew well that ſhe ioas a 


Gentlewoman, and come ot noble linage, 


wherefo:e he was the rather moued with 
pittie, and laid bnto her: © faire Ladp, 
thou ſeemeſt of gentle blond, and there loze 
J purpoſe to deliner the from this mils 
chiefe,if thou wilt pzomiſe fo goe mith me 
and nouriſh mp faire pong daughter and 
teach her at home in mp Caffle,foz A haue 
no childe but onelp her, and if thon kepe 
her well thou ſhalt haue a god reward ſoz 
thy labour, Then ſaid ſhe:as far fo2th as J 
tan 02 map, I ſhall ſulfill thine intent. And 
when ſhe had thus pꝛomiſed him he foke 
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her dobone of the tre, and led her home fo 
his caſtle, and gaue her the keeping of his 
Daughter that he loned ſo much, and ſh& 
was cheriſhed ſo well that ſher lay euer 
night inthe Earles chamber s his dangh- 
ter with her: and in the chamber enery 
night there burned a lampe, which hanged 
betweene the Empzeſſe bed g the Earles 
bed. This lady behaued herſelfe ſo gentlp, 
that ſh&e was beloved of euerp creature. 
There was at that time in the Carles 
bouſe a Steward which much loued this 
Empzeffe, and often ſpake to her of his 
loue. But ſhe anſwered him againe x ſaid: 
Know per deare friend foz a certaintie, 
that J have made a lolemne bow fo God, 
that J will neuer lone anp man in ſuch 
manner wiſe, but onelp him whom J am 
greatly bounden to loue by Gods Tom 
mandement. 

Then ſaid the Steward: Thou will 
not then conſent vnto me. My Lozd,quoth 
the, what neede yon any moze fo aſke ſuch 
things: The bow that J haue made, J 
will truely kepe and hold by the grace of 
God, 

And when the Steward heard this, he 
went his way in great wzath and anger, 
- thinking 
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thinking within dimlelte, if J map 3 ſhall 
be rcuenged on thee. - 

It befell vpon a night within ozt time 
after, that the Carles chamber doze was 
fo2gotten e left bnſhut, which the feward 
bad anon perceiued: And when they wers 
all allerpo, he went and ſpyed by the light 
of the Lampe, where the Empꝛeſle and 
the poung maiden lap together, and with 
that he dꝛew out his knife, « cut the thzoat 
of the Carles daughter, and put the blon- 
dy knife into the Empꝛeſſes hand, ſhe be- 
ing allerpe and nothing knowing thereof, 
to the intent that when the Earle awaked 
he ſhould ſ& the knife in her hand and that 
he Gonld thinke that the had cut his 
daughters thzoate, and ſo ſhe ſhould be 
put to a ſhamefull death fo2 this miſchie- 
nous dede. And when this Damſell was 
thus flaine, e the bloudy kniſe in the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe hand, the Counteſſe awaked ont of 
her ſlerpe, t ſan by the light of the Lampe 
the bloudy knife in the Cn*p2efſe hann, 
wherefoze ſhe was almoſt aut of her wits, 
and ſaid to the Carle: O mp Lord, be⸗ 
— in ponder Ladies band a wondertull 
thing. 
Anone the Carle awaked and loked 
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foward the ©wp2eſſes bed, and ſaw the 
blondy knife, as the Connteſle had ſaid : 
wherefoze he was greatly moued, g crped 
to her and laid: Awake woman out of 
thy ſlcepe, what thing is this that J ſee in 
thy hand - Then the @mpzeſſe though 
dis cry awaked out of his ſlepe, and in her 
waking the knife fell out of her hand,and 
with that ſhe leked by her, and (ound the 
Carles daughter dead by her ſide, and all 
the bed beſp2inkled with blond, wherefoze 
with an bigh voyce he crped, and ſaid : 
alas, alas, and woe is me, my Lozds 
danghter is ſlaine. 

T'ben crped the Connfeſle vnto the 
Garle with a — boice, laid: O my 
Lo2d, let this diuellih woman be put to 
the ſonleſt death that can be thought, 
which thus hath flaine our oneip Childe. 
Then when the Connteſſe had ſaid 
thus lo the Earle, ſh& ſaid fo the ©, 
pꝛeſle in this wiſe, The high God kno- 
welh (hat thon miſchienons woman hail 
flaine mp daughter with thine own hands 
fo2 q lab the blodp knite in thy hand and 
tbereloze thon ſhalt die a foule death. 
Lben ſaid the Carle in this wiſe: © 
thon woman, were it not J dzead God 
grcallp, 
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ſwozd in two parts, fo2 J delinered ther 
from hanging, and now thou haſt faine 
my daughter, neuertheleſſe fo2 me thou 
ſhalt baue no harme, therefoze goe thy 
wap out of this Citie withont any delap, 
fo; if A finde thee heere after this dap, thon 
ſhalt die a moſt crnell death. 

Then aroſe this wofall Empꝛeſſe and 
did on her clothes, and after leapt on her 
Palfrap, and rode toward the Caſt alone 
without any (afe conduc. And as ſhe rode 
thus mourning by the wap, ſhe eſpied on 
the left ſideof the wap, a paire of Gal, 
lowes, and (eaucn officers leading a man 


ſhte was mwoued with great pittte, and 
ſmote her hozſe with her Cicke, and rode 
to them, pꝛaping them that ſhe might res 
deme that mildoer, if bo might be ſaued 
from death by anp mcanes, 

Then (aid they, Ladp if pleaſcih bs 


bel that you redeme him, Anone the Em⸗ 


pꝛeſle accozded with tbem, and paped his 
ranſome, and then de was dclinered. 
Then ſaid ſhe to him. Now mp god 
friend , be true bnto me till thou die, lith 
J bane deliuered ther from death. 
Þ 4 Dn 
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greatly, A ſhould cleave thy body with my 


to the Gallowes to be hanged, whereſoze 
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On my ſonle, quoth he, A p2omiſe pon 
ener to be true. And when der had thus 
law, b& followed the Lady fill, till they 

came nigh a Citie and then ſaid the Em, 
pꝛeſſe to him: God friend, quoth (he, goe 
foꝛzth thy wap afoze me into the Citie,and 
ſe thon take vp fo2 vs an honeſt lodging, 
fo2 there J purpoſe fo reſt a while. Yer 
man went kezth as ſhe commanded, and 
take bp fo2 her a god lodging and an ho, 
nef, where ſhe abode a long time. Uhen 
the men of the Citie percetned her beaufy, 
thep wond2ed greatly, wherefoze manp of 
them craued of her bnlawkull loge, but all 
was in baine,fo2 they might not ſpede in 
anp wiſe. Jt foztuned alter bpon a dap, 
that there came a ſhip full of marchand iſe 
and arriued in the hauen of that Citie. 
When the Ladp heard this, ſhe ſaid bnto 
her * fo the ſhip and (& ik there 
be any tloath fo2 mine vſe. Her ſeruant 
went foꝛth to the ſhip, whereas he found 
many verp fine cloaths : wherefoze he 
pꝛaped the maſter of the ſhip that he would 
come into the Citie and ſpeake with his 
Laby. The maſter granted him, and (0 
the ſeruant came home to his Lady befoze 
and warned her of the comming of the 
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aller of the ſhip, Sone after the Maſter 
of the ſhip came & ſalated the Lady cour- 
feouſly, the Ladp received him accoꝛding 


fo his-degree, pꝛaying him that ſhe might 


be profitable foz her wearing, Then he 

ranted that ſh& ſhould haue any that li⸗ 
ked her and ſwne they were agreed, where, 
foze the ſeruant went immediately againe 
with the Paſſer of ſhe ſHip fo2 the cloath, 
And when khey were both within on ſhip, 
be2d, the Maſter ſaid fo the Ladies Ser- 
nant : My deare friend, fo the J would 
open mp counſel! if 7 might fruſt to ther. 
and ik thou belpe me, thou ſhalt haue of 
me a great reward, 


(quoth he) be (wozne bnto the to kœpe 
thy counſell, and foifi:l thy intent as farre 
fozth as J can. 

Then ſaid the Maſter of the ſhip, J fone 
thy Ladp moze then J can fell the, fo; 
her beauty g feature is ſo excellent, that J 
would gine fo2 the lone of her ail the gold 
that I haue: and if J map obfatne the lone 
of her thzongh thy belpe, J ſhall giue ther 
whatſoever thou wilt deſire of mer. 
Then laid the Ladies ſeruant; tell 5 

* 


baue foz her money fach cloath as might 


Then anſwered he and ſaid : J ſhall . 
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by what meanes J may, bell belpe the. 
Then laid the maſter of the Ship, Goe 
pome to thy Lady againe , and tell her 
rat 3 will not deliner to ther the cloath, 
ercept ſhe tome her ſelfe, and doe thou but 
b2ing her to my Ship, and if the winde be 
god and fit, then 4 purpoſe to leade her 
awap. Thy counſell is god quoth the 
Ladies ſeruant, therefoze giue me ſome 
reward, and I ſhall fulfill thy deſire. 
Now when he had receiued bis re- 
ward, be went againe fo his Lady, and 
told her, that by no meanes the maſter of 
the Ship would deliver him the cloath ex- 
cept ſhe came her ſelfe, The Lady bele- 
ned her lernant, and went to the Ship, 
Now when ſhe was within the Ship 
board her ſeruant abode withouf. 
UWhen the maſfer ſaw that ber was 
within the ſhip, and the winde was god, 
be dzew bp the ſaile and ſailed fozth, 
When the Ladp perceined this , thus 
the ſaid to the Paſfer: O Paller (quoti iy, 
cher) what treaſon is this that thou ball iy, 
done fo me: The Maſſer anſwered an? 
ſaid : Madame, certainelp it is fo that 364 
mult n&des [ye with the, and afterward 
eſpouſe thee, O gd fir, quothſhe,J * 
mad( 
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made 8 bow that J chall neuer commit 
ſuch ſinne but with him vnto whom am 
bound by right and by the Law. Sothly 
quoth he, if pd will not graunt me with 
your god will, J will caſt pou gat into the 
midſt ol the ſea; and there ſhall pe die en 
enjl] death. t it be ſo, quoth ſhce, that 3 
mull net des conlent oz elle die, firſ I pꝛay 
ther lo pꝛepare a pꝛiuie place in the end ol 
the @hip , whereas J map fuifll thine 
intent oz J die, and allo J pꝛap the 
(bat 4 map ſay my pꝛapers vnta the Fas 
ther of heanen , that tze map haue mercy 

on me. 
The Paſter beleued her, wbereleze 
he let ozdaine her a Cabbin in the end of 
he Ship, wherein the kneeled de one on 
zoth her knees and made her pzaters, ſap⸗ 
3 on this wiſe : O thou mp Loꝛd God, 
hou haſt kept nie from my pouch in cleans 
es, kepe me now that J be nat deflolws 
ed, ſo that J map lerue the ever with u 
ſeane heart and minde, and [ci not this 
picked man pzenaile with ma, no2 any 
ther the like wickedneſſe come nye me, 
Uhen ſhee had ended her pꝛaiers, there 
toſe ſuddenly a great tempeſt in the Sea, 
that the Shi all to bꝛaſt, è all hat were 
| therein 
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3 therein periſhed ſane ae. and (he 
TE4 taught a Cable and ſauted her ſelfe, and 
FY the Maltercanght a boꝛd of the ſhip, and 
ſaued himſelfe likewiſe : neuerthelelle ſhe 
knew not of him, no2 he of her, foz they 
wers dziven fo diners coaffs, This Lady 
landed in her owne Empire near to a rith 
Citte, wherein ſhe was honoarablpreceb 
ned, and ſher lined ſo holy a life, that God 
gaue her grace and power fo heale ſickt 
folke ok all manner of diſeaſes, whereſoze 
there came much people to her, both cra⸗ 
ked,blinde g lame, and euery man th2ongh 
the grace of God and her god endeauonr, 
was healed : wherefoze her name was 
knowne thꝛough diners regions. Nener 
thelefe ſhe was not knotwne as the Em 
p;eſſe, At the (ſame time the ©mnperonrs 
b:other (that had hanged her befoze by the 
hapꝛe) was ſmitten with a fonle Lep2oſſe, 
The night that ſlew the Carles daugb⸗ 
ter. and pu? the Llondp kniſe in her hand, 
was dlinde, dcale, and had the palſte. The 
theke that betraped her vnto the Maſſer 
ol the Hip, was lame e kull of the trampe. 
And the Mater of the ſhip diſfranght out 

of his wits. 

hen the Cmperonr heard that ſo holy 
3 
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a woman was in that Cilie, hæ callid his 
þzother, and ſaid fo him thus: Goe wer, 
deare bzother, bato this holy woman that 
is dwelling in this Citte, that ſhe map 
heale thee of thy Lepꝛoſie. Mould to God, 
O noble bzother.(quoth he) that J were 


And then the Emperour enquired of the 
Citizens if any ſuch boly woman were 
among them that could heale ſicke folke of 
their diſeaſe. The Citizens anſwered aud 
laid, that (nch an one there was, Now at 
the ſame time was come to the ſame Citie 
the iinight which New the Garles dangh- 
ter, and the theſe which (he ſaved from 
the gallowes, and the Paſſer of the ſhip 
to he healed of their diſeaſes, 

Then was the Empzeſſe called fozth 
vefoze the Emperour, but ſhe muffled her 
face as well as ſhe could, that the Cmpe- 
roor her hnſband Gould not know her, 
and when ſhe had ſo done, ſhe ſalnted him 
with great reverence as it appertained to 
bis ſtate, and he againe in like manner, 

laying 
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ceion and all pꝛoniſton fitting his eſtate. 
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ſeping thus, O god Lady, il tho ditt v/ 
thy kindneſſe to heale my bꝛotber of hi 
Nepꝛoſte, aſtze of me what thou wilt, am 
I chan grant if ther, foz thy reward. 
ben the Empꝛeſle heard this, che 
loked about her and ſaw there the Em 
pcrours bzather' a fonte leper: thee ſab 
there alſo the Knightthat dew the Earl 
daughter, blind age , the thace tha! 
the laued from the gallowes lame, and al 
fo the maſter of the ſhip diſtraught ont « 
bis wits, und wil were tome to ber fo; f 
be healed of their maladies, and knew hr 
not, but tbongh thepknew ber not, ſhi 
knew them well. Then laid ſhe bnto th; 
Emperonr thus: Pp renerend Ton 
though pe would gine me all pour En 
pire J cannot heats pour b2other nos not 
of thele other, extent thep acknowiedg 
opeulp what tgreat euill they haue done, 
When the Emperonr heard this, ht 
turned him towares his bother, and fa 
bnto him: Bꝛotber, acknowledge spenihag 
fhp ſinne befoze all theſe men, that thor 
mapeſt be healed of thy ficknefſe, T. 
anon he began to tell how hehad led hi de 
like, but he tolde not bow he had hange! 
the Empzeſſe mn the Fozreſt by the bean 
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of the head, moſt diſpightfally, 

Mhen her hab acknowledged all that 
him liſt, the Empꝛelle replied and ſatd : 
Sethlp mp Lozd, J would gladly lap vn, 
to him my medicine but J wot right well 
it is in vaine, foz be hath not made a full 
tonſellion. 

The Empero? hearing this, he turned 
toward his bzother and ſaid in this wile : 
What euil ſozrow 02 other bnhappy w2ets 
chednes is in thee, ſerſt thou not how that 
thou art a fonleLeper?therfoze knowledge 
thy ſinne truly, that thou maieſt be whole, 
o elle auoid mp companie foz euermoze. 

Ah mp Lozd,-quoth he, Xmap not fell 
my life openly, except J be firft (are of thy 
grace, What halt thou treſpaſled againſt 
ne,quoth the Emperonr 2 Then anſwe- 


gainſt the is grieuous, and therfo2c J aſke 
'& beartilp foꝛgiuenes. The Emperour 
thought not on the Empzeſſe, ſoꝛ as much 
as be ſuppoſed ſhe had bene dead many 
veres befoze,therefoze he commanded his 
brother to fell fo?th wherein he had offen- 
ed him and he ſhould be fozgiuen. 
When the Empero2 had thus foꝛgiuen 
W's bzother , be began to tell openly how 


1 
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td his bꝛother and ſaid, Pine offence a- 
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be had deſired the Empzeſle fo commit flo 
dultery With bim,and becauſe ſhe denped, 
de had hanged herby the hapze in thet foz- 
reſt on ſuch a dap. 

When the Emperour heard this, b& 
was almoſt beſide himſelle, and in his rage 
be (aid thus: O thou wzetched creature, 
the vengeance of God is fallen bpon the, 
and were it not that J haue pardoned tbe, 
thon ſhouldeſt die the moſt ſhamefal death 
that could be thought. 

Then ſaid the Knight that flew the 
Carles Daughter: J wot not, quoth he, 
what Lady pon meane, but J wot that 
my L03d found on a time (ach a Lady 
banging by the hapze in the Fozreſt, and 

bzought her home ko his Caſtle, and her 
* her his daughter fo kepe,and J p30- 
otzro her as much as J could to ſin with 
— but Che would in no wiſe conſent to 
me 'wherekoze Illew the Carles daughter 
that lap with her, and when J had lo done, 
J put the blondy knife in the Ladies hand, 
that the Earle ſhould think ſhe had flaine 
bis daughter with ber owne bands, and 
then was ſhe exiled thence, but where ſhe 
became J wot not. 
Then (aſd the Theſe : J wot * 
wha 
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what Ladp ye meane , but well 7 wof 
that ſeanen officers were leading me to 
the Gallowes, and ſucha Lady came ri⸗ 
ding by and bought me of them, and then 
went J with her and after ward J betrap- 
ed her bato a Maſter of a Ship. 

Such a Lady (quoth the Baffer of the 
Ship) recetned J, and when we were in 
the middeſt of the Sea, J would hane 
laine with her, bat ſhe kn&led downe to 
her p2aters, and anone there aroſe ſuch a 
tempeſt that the Ship all fo bzaft, and all 
therein were dzowned laue ſhe ond J. but 
afterward what befcllof her J wot not, 

Then cryed the Empꝛeſſe with a loud 
vopte, and ſaid, Sothly dere friends pee 
doe now kruely confeſſe and declare the 
trueth, wherefoze J will now apply mp 
medicine, and anons they receined their 
healths. | 

When this Ladp the Empꝛeile, ha 
bus done, ſh# vaconered her face fo the 


and ranne fo her and imbꝛaced her in bis 
armes, and kiſſed her oftentimes, and fo: 
iop her wept bitferly, ſaping : Bleſſed be 
God, now J baue found that J veſired. 
And when de had thos ſald, he lead her 

Q home 


Emperour , and he fozthwith knew her, 
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home fo his Pallace with great top, 

and after when it pleaſed Almightie 
God. they ended both their lines in peace 
and quiet. 


The Morrall. 


Deere friends , this Emperour befo, 
keneth our Lozd Jeſu Chiſt. The Emo 
pꝛeſſe betokeneth a holy Soule. This 
Emperours bother betokeneth the fl:ſh, 
to whom our Lo;d hath ginen charge of 
the Empire, but moſt pzincipallp to the 
lonle. Peuerthelelle, the wzetched fleſh 
oft pꝛouoketh the (-nle to ſinne, But the 
ſonle that loveth God aboue all things 
wilhſtandeth that temptation, calleth to 
her, her ghoſtly power, that is, reaſon, 
will, vnderſtanding and conſcience, and 
maketh them to impꝛiſon the fleſh that is 
diſobedient fo the (onle , in the pziſon ol 
true repentance, vnto the time he obey to! 
reaſon in all things. { 

And thus in hope of mercy he ſinneth 
againe : fo whom holy UWiiters ſafth; 
Maledictus homo qui peccat in ſpe. Cuts 
ſed be that man that ſinneth in hope. And 
at the laſt the ſoule inclinefh to the — 

an 
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and leffeth him out of the pꝛiſon of res 
pentance, and walheth him frem the filth 
of ſinne, and arayeth him with god ber 
tues, and maketh him leape on the Pal⸗ 
frap of charitable humilitie , and ſo rideth 
fozth to mete our Lozd with the ſacri⸗ 
fice of thankelgiuing. But alas, full off 
the ſinner freſpaſſeth againſt holy Scrip- 
ture, wheretoze the heart, that is, the 
loft of fleſh arileth befoze him, and after 
runneth great Bounds , that is, enill 
thoughts, and ſo long they chaſe, till the 
bodp and the ſoule be left alone, and then 
the fleſh irreth that pure ſonle, being the 
ſpouſe of aimighty Cod. But the pure 
and bndefiled ſonle that is ſo welbeloued 
with God, will not fozſake our Lo2d,and 
conſent fo ſinne ;: wherekoze the w2etchs 
ed fleſh full oft diſpoileth her of all her 
clothing, that is, of all her vertues, and - 
hangeth her vp by the haire on an Dake, - 
that is, on luſts and delights, and there 
ſhe hangeth fill the god Earle commeth, 
that is, a diſcreet Pzeacher in the ſoꝛreſt of 
this world, to pzeach and teach the wozd 
of God,thenhe taketh her downe,ans lea⸗ 
deth her fa2th to the Church, fo nouriſh 
his daughter, that is, to nourich conſci- 

N 2 ence 
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_/ ence with froitfoll Faith. The Carle hab 
in his Chamber a Lampe: right ſo euerp 
dilcree i Þzeacher ſhould haue beſoze him 
the Lampe of holp Scripture,wherebp he 
map \& bo'h the grievance and p2ofit of 
the Soule in teaching of vertnes,and put, 
ting awap of vice. The Steward that 
ſttrreih ber fo ſinne, is novgbt elſe but 
pꝛide of life , which is Steward of this 
woꝛld, by whom manp men be deceived. 
But when the Senle that is ſo well bels- 
ied with Chaiſt , will not conſent bnto 
the ſinne of pzive, then faketh this euill 
Steward the knife of Conetiſe , where- 
with he flateth the Carles daughter, that 
is, Conſcience : accozding to Scripture, 
ſaping: Gold and ſiluet hath blinded the 
eyes of ludges, and hath ouerthrowne 
wiſe men, ſo that equitie and righteouſnes 
miʒht net entet, but ſtood a fare, and tur: 
ned their backes. This Lady allo rede 
med a man from death that is, from ener, 
laſting death, which ber bad delerned by 
_ deadly ſinne. Therefoze dee we as did 
this Lady, mite we our hozſe, that is, our 
fl: with the ſpurtes of repentance, and 
ſo rite we foꝛth in all haſt to ſave out 
neighbour from the finke of deadly ſinne, 
| 1e 
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to belpe him both bod ilp and ghoſtly, as 
Salomon falth, 

Moe be to that man lping in deadlp 
ſinne, that hath no man to lift him cut 
thereof, Therefeze awake thy neighbour 
and helpe him. For a brother that is hol- 
pen of another, is like a ſure Citie, and if 
hee giue no more buta cup of cold water 
to him in the way of helpe, hee ſhall not 
looſe his reward, 

But manp now a dafes be berp bn⸗ 
kinde, as was the thefe which deceined 
this Lady after that ſh& had ſaned him 
from hanging. The Paſter of the Ship 
betokeneth the wozld, by whom many 
men be decelued. But netiertheleſſe, as 
vft ag.a man taketh on him voluntarily 
the charge of charitp , end obepeth bnta 
the tommaundement of God, and fo2ſas 
keth the w5zld,then b2eaketh he the Ship. 
Foz it is impoſſible to pleaſe God and 
man, and ide world, all at one time. 

When this Ladp had eſcaped the kem⸗ 
peſt of tho Sea, e went to a Citie: that 
is, the Goule, after the tronbles of this 
wo2ld, went to the holp life, and then (has 
healed all manner of ſicke folke , that is, 
euerp man that is troubled in his ſole; 
N that 
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that is, infected with diners ſickneſſes 
thoſe this Lady healed (h2ough bolp life. 
But they conld not be healed till they 
had firſt confeſſed their ſinnes bnfo the 
Empꝛeſſe the Church of God, and then 
the bealcth them bp repentance t amend⸗ 
ment of life, pet all this while was the 
Gmpzeſle — to her hul band, that 
is, the Church wandzefh in the wilder, 
nes of this wicked wozld, bntill God by 
mtraculons meanes made her knowne 
bnto him, and ſo led her home by bictozy 
and triumph in the truth bnto the heanen. 
ly habitation ot eternall reſt and gloꝛp, vn, 
to the which almigyty God bzing vs all 
fo2 his ſonnes ſake, Amen. 
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The Argument. 
| 


Every ſupreame Maicftrate and other in- 
fcriour, is tobe honoured and reueren- 
ced. Euery true Chriſtian man l 
to conſider his duety herein, and euer 
falſe Chriſtian peruerting the wayes of 
the Godly, the reward of ſuch is hid vp 
in hell. But the iuſt ſhall inherite E 
bletled life euerlaſting. 
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N Rume ſomefime dwelt a mightie 

Emperour named Martin, Which foz 
intire affection kept with him his bzothers 
ſonne , whom men called Fulgentius. 
With this Marcin dwelt alſo a Knight 
that was Steward of the Empire, and 
Uncle bnto the Emperour, which ennied 
this Fulgentius , ladping dap and night 
how bee might bzing the Emperour and 
this Youth at debate UWherefoze the Ste- 
vard on a dap went to the Emperour 
and ſaid 2 My Lozd, quoth he, J that am 
our true leruant, am bound in dutie fo 
warne pour bigbnelle if J beare anp thing 
hat foncheth your honour, wherefoze J 
haue ſuch things that J muſt nedes vifer 
t in ſecret to pour Mateſtie betwerne vs 
n- Hwo. Then ſaid the Emperour: God 
n. Friend, ſap on what thee liff, 
n Dy moſt deere Lo2d (quoth the Sfe- 
ry ward) Fulgentius pour Coſin, and pour 
offhigb kinſman hath dee med pou wonder⸗ 
vp ally and ſhame fully th2onghout all pour 
hc Empire laping that pour bꝛeath ſtinketh, 
ind that it is death to him to ſerue you of 
rhef dur cup. Then the Empergur was grits 
2 4 * youſly 
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venſlp dilplealed, and almoſt beſide him, 
ſcife fo2 anger, and laid vnto him thus: I 
pꝛay the mp god friend teil me the very 
truth if that my bzeath Uinketh as ha 
faith. By Lo2d (quoth the Steward) pe 

map beleeve mee, A neuer perceined a 
ſweeter bꝛeath in mp daies then pours is. 
Then laid the Emperour, J p2ay the 
god friend tell me how J map bzing this 
thing to god pzofe, 

The Steward anſwered and laid. y 

Tod (quoth hee) ye (hall right well vn. 
derſtand the truth, foz te mozrow next 
/-when bee ſerueth pon of your Cup, pc 

ſhall ſ& that be will turne away his face 
from pon , becauſe of pour bꝛeath, and 
this is the moſt certaine pꝛole that may 

be had of this thing. Tlerelp quoth the 
.Emperour, a traer pzofe cannot be had 
of thts thing, Zherefoze anone when the 
Steward heard this, he went ſtraight to 
Fulgentius, and foke him a ſide, laping 
thus. Dere keiend, thou ark nere kinl⸗ 
man and aiſo Nephew bnto mp Lozd 
the Emperour, therefoze if thou wilt be 
fhanifall unko me, J will tell thee of the 
vice whereof my Lo2d the Empetour 
complaineth oft, and thinketh to put the 
hy from 
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from him (except it be the ſoner amen⸗ 
ded) and that might be a great repꝛoſe to 
the. Then laid this Fulgentius. Ah god 
ſir, loꝛ his lone that dyed bpon the Croſſe, 
fell mee why mp Lo2d is ſo ſoze moncd 
with mee, fo2 J am ready foamend mp 
fanlt in all that J can oꝛ map, and foz to 
be ruled vy pour god diſcref counſaile. 
Top bꝛeath quoth the Steward ſtink⸗ 
elh ſo ſoze that his dzinke doth him no 
god, lo grieuous is bato him the ſtink. 
ing bzeath of thy month. Then ſaid Ful- 
gentius bnto the Steward. Trulp, that 
percetued J never till now, but what 
thinke pou of mp bzeath , J pꝛap pen to 
tell me the berp truth. Zrulp /quoth the 
Steward it ſinketh greatly and foule, 
And this Fulgentius belened all that hee 
ſald, and was right ſozrowſull in his 
minde, and pꝛaped the Steward of his 
tounſaile and helpe in this wofull caſe, 
Then lapd the Steward bnfo him, if 
that thou wilt doe by mp ͤconnſell, J (hall 
bzing this matter to a god concluſion, 
therefoze doe as J ſhall teil thee. 

J counſaile the foz the beſt , and alſo 
warne tic, that when thou ſerveſt my 
L0d the Emperour ol his Cup, — 

ou 
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taugt him. 


The Hiſtorie of 
thou farne thy face away from dim, ſo 
that he map not fele thy ſtinking bzeath, 
vmo the time that thou haſt pzonided the 
of ſome remedp therefoze, 

Then was Fulgentius right glad, and 
ſware to him that hee would doe by his 
counſaile. 

Not long affer if befell that this yong 
man Fulgentius ferued his Lo2d as h 
was wont to dee, and there-with ſud⸗ 
dainly h turned his face from his 1 oz 
the Emperonr , as the Steward had 


And when the Emperour perceined 
the ausiding of his head, hee (mote this 
young Fulgentius on the bzeaſt with his 
fte, and (aid fo him thus. O thou lewd 
Uarlet, now J ſc well it is true that 
haue heard of the , and therefoze 91 
thou anone ouf of ſight, that J map ſ& 
the no moze in this plate. And with 
that this young Fulgentius wept full ſoze fa 
and aunided the place, and went out of] le 
his ſight. 

And when this was done, the Empe⸗ 
rour called vnto him his Steward, and 
laid. Mow map A rid this Uarlet from 
the wo2ld, that thus hath defamed = : 
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p molt deere Lo2d quoth the Steward, 
right weli pou Call haue pour intent. 
Foz here beſide, within thrſe th1& 
miles ye baue 1Bzick-makers, which daily 
make great fires fo2 to burne Bꝛicke, and 
alſo they make Lime, therefoze mp Lo2d 
ſend to them this night. charge them vpon 
paine of death, that wholoeuer commeih 
to them firſt in the mozning, ſaping to 
them thus, Pp Lozd commanndeth pou 
to fulfill his will, that they take him 
and calf him into the Farnace with the 
Slones: and this night commaund pou 
this Fulgentius, that h goe earelp in the 
mozning to pour wozke-men, and that be 
alke them whether thep haue ſulfilled 
pour will which thep were commanded, 
oz not, and then ſhall they accozding to 
pofir commandement, caſt him into the 
fire, and thus ſhall he dye an euill death, 
Surcly quoth the Emperaur thy coun⸗ 
(aile is god, therekoꝛe call to me that vars 
let Fulgentivs, And when this pong man 
was come to the Cmperoors p:eience,he 
(aid to him thus: I charge thee vpon paine 
of death, that thou riſe earelp in the 1292s 
ning, and goe to the burners of Lime and 


Bick, and that thou be with then earely 
befeze 
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befoze the Sunne rile thꝛer miles from (his 


thep (hall dye a moſt ſhamefull death, 


mandement. Tode Cmperonr about mid; 


ment (which is befoze rehearſed) that 


The Hiſtorie of 


doule, and charge them in my behalfe that 
they fulfill my commaundement, oz elle 


Then ſpake this Fulgentius: Pp Lozd 
if God ſend mee mp life, J chall fuld 
pur will, were it that J ſhould goe fo the 
wo2ids end, 

When Fulgentius had this charge, hee 
conld not llpe fo2 thought, that hee mul 
ariſe earelp for to fulfill his Lo2ds com, 


night ſent a meſſenger on hozſebacke bn 
to his Bꝛick⸗ makers, commanding them 
vpon paine of death, that whoſocuct Mr. 
came to them firſt in the mozning, ſaping 
vnto them the Emperours commannde, 


they ſhould take him and binde him and 
caft him into the ſire, and burne him lo thi 
the bare bones. | 
The Bꝛick- makers anſiycred and ſaſd 
il ſhould be done, And then the meſlen⸗ 
ger returned home againe incontinent, 
and fold the Emperoar that his comman⸗ 
dement ſhonld be diligently fulfilled. 
Carelp in the mo2ning following Ful. 
gentius arole and pꝛepared him . 
F 
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dis way, and as he went he heard a Bell 
ring to Seruice, wherefoze bee went to 
that Church fo2 to heare Service, and af+ 
ter the vnd ol Seruice he tell aſlxepe, and 
there hee ſlept a long while , lo that the 
Pꝛieſt no2 none other might awake him. 
The Steward deſiring inwardlp fo 
heare of his death, as he did hope, about 
one of the clocke he went bnto the wozkes 
men and laid vnto them tus Sirs quoth 
hee, baue pe done the Cmperours come 
mandement oꝛ no - 

The B2ick-makers anſwered him as 
gaine, and ſaid: Pay trulp, we haue not 
pet done his commandement, but anon? 
it chall be done, and with that they lapd 
jands on him, Then cried the Steward 
vith an bigh voice, and (aid. G@ad firs 
aue mp life, foz the Gmperour comman- 
ed that Fulgentius ſhonlo be put to death 
Then ſaid thep, the meſſenger told vs not 
o, but hee bad bs that whoſoeor' came 


02erehearſed, that wee ſhon! jake him 
nd caſt bim into the Farnace nd burne 
um fo aſhes, And with that wozd they 
$9:2w him info the fire, 


And when he was burnt, Fulgentius 
came 


irſt to vs in the mo2ning,ſaping as pe be- 
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tame fo them and ſaid. God firs hang 
pon done mp Lo2ds commandement, yea 
fothly (aid they and therefoze goe pe as 
gaive fo the Empero9ur and teil him ſo, 
Then laid Fulgentius, fo2 Chzilts lone 
tell me that commandement, 

Me had in commandement ſald they 
bpon paine of death, that whoſocuer 
came to bs firſt in the mozning , and 
ſapd like as then haſt ſapd, that, wee 
ſhould take him and caſt him into the far, 
nace: But befoze the , came the Ste. 
ward, and therefoz2 haue wee falfilled 
on him the Emperours commaunde⸗ 
ment, and now is hee burnt to the bare 
bones. 

And when Fulgentius heard this, he 
thanked God that hee had lo pꝛeſerued 
dim ſron death, therefo2e bee foke his 
leane of the wozkemen and went againe 
to the Pallace. 

Ahen the Empercur perceined him, 
he was almoſt biſtrac of his wits fo2 an 
ger and thus he ſald: Taft thou bane 
with the Bzick makers and fulfilled mp 
commandement - Scthlp mp gracious 
Tod, J haue bane there, but oz Jcame 


there, vour commaundement was fulfil: i 
led. 


—_— ——. — 


Geſta Romanorum. 126 


led. Pow map that be true, quoth the 
Emperonr 2 

Fozſetb ſaid Fulgentius, the Steward 
came lo them afozemce, and ſapd that 4 
ſhould haue (aid, and when they heard 
that, thep foke him and thzew him into 
the Furnace ,. and it J had come anp ra- 
ther, ſo wonld thep haue done to me, and 
theretoze J thanke God that hath pꝛeler⸗ 
yed me from death, 

Then ſatd the Gmperour, tell mee the 
truth of ſuch queſtions as J hall demand 
of the. Then lapd Fulgentius bnto the 
Emperour, As J belaqe pou neuer 
found in me any falſhode, and therefoze 
I greatly wonder why ye had o2dained 
ſuch a death fo2 mee, ſoz will pe know 
that J am pour owne bothers ſonne. 
Then (aid the Emperour to Fulgentius: 
Jt is no wonder, foz that death J o2dat- 
ned to thee thzough connſaile of the Ste⸗ 
ward, becauſe thou didſt defame mee 
ſbꝛodghont all my Empire, ſaping, thaf 
mp bzeath did tinke ſo grievouſly that it 
was death fo thee ; and in token bereof 
thou turnedſt awap thy face when then 
ſernedſt me of my Cup, and that J ſaw 
* lth mine eyes: and foꝛ this cauſe J 02- 
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The Hiſtorie of 
dained fo2 the ſuch a death, and pet than 
ſhalt dye except Jheare a better excaſe, 

Then anſwered Fulgentius and ſaid: 
Ah my moſt dere Loꝛzd if it might pleaſe 
pour Mighneſſe fo2 to heare mee, J ſhall 
chew pon a ſubtill and a deceſtfall mag, 
nation. Sap on, quoth the @mpecour. 

The Steward(quoth Fulgentius) that 
now is dead came fo me and ſaid, that pe 
fold vnto him that mp bꝛeath did inke, 
and thereapon hee counſailed mee that 
when J ſerued pon of pour Cup, J ſhould 
tarne awap mp face: J take God to wil, 
Ne, J lie not. 
hen the Emperour heard this, ha 
beleeucd him and laid: O mp Nephew, 
now J ſe thꝛough the right wiſe indge⸗ 
ment of God. the Steward is burnt, and 
his owne wickedneſſe and ennie is fallen 
on himſelfe, fo2 hee oꝛdained this malice 
- - again(t the, and thereſoze thou art munch 
bound to almightie God that hath pzeſer- 
ned the from death. 


The Morrall. 
Dere friends, this Emperour beſoke- 
netheaerp ſupꝛeame Maieſtrate and other 


inferlours. And Fulgentius his Nephew 
| befolie- 
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befokeneth euerp true Chꝛiſtian man, 
which ſhould duly and truly ſerue them 
with ſaithfall homage and dutifull lopal- 
tie, like as Fulgentins lerued the Empe⸗ 
rour of his Cup, wherefo:e hee ſhall bs 


tokeveth enerp falſe Chaiſtian man as 
Cayne , Which oftentimes tarneth the 
heart of right wile men from Ged,ſaping, 
fbat big bzeath Cinketh, that is. that the 
life of !he Patefratfe is not acceptable to 
God oz man, mhech is againſt this Scrip⸗ 
ture. laping thus; Nolite iudicare, &c. 
Cyat is, iut ge not, and pe ſh all not be 
ludged. Bat oftcntimes ſuch malicious 
people accaſeth righteops men, where- 
foe they ſhall be caſt info the everlaſting 
fire of dell, where is wapling, weptng, 
and mffcrp without end. Bat the rtzh- 
teous ſhall aſcend to cucrlaſting life, vato 
” which bzing vs our L630 Jeſa Chzilt, 
men, | 


The Argument. 


Tyrants and vngodly perſons walke with- 
out knowlenge of the trueth, till they 
come to the Church of God: the u ic- 
ked pe: ſecute the "Yiu but they are 


pte- 
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greatly loued of God, This Steward be⸗ 
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And the ſecond time, de heard a bopte, 

ſaping vnto him theſe wozds, Vecld yeeld, 
yecld. And with that he waken d againe, 
and wondzed greatly, ſaying bato hims 
ſcife. What may this ſignifle - Fuſt Y 
beard a bopte that ſaid, rake, take, rake, 
and nothing J recetued. "And right now 
I beard another voice that (aid, yecld, 
yeeld, yeeld : what ſhould Jpeld : 
And as he lap thus thinking to him⸗ 
ſelfe, he fell a l&@pe againe, And then be 
heard the third vopte, ſaping theſe woꝛds 
thaice , Fleece, flee, flee: for this night is a 
childe borne , that aſter thy — ſnall 
be Emperour. M en the Emperoꝛ heard 
this, — wakened and wondzed greatip 
what it might be. 

Jn the mozning earely following, the 
 Emperour aroſe, and called fo him the 
Faſter,andſaſd, Deere friend, J pꝛay tbe 
tell mer if any childe be bezne hcreabout 
this maht fo thy knowledge. Py wife 
quoth the Foſler, this night is belinered 
of a Sonne. A p2ay tbe, ſatd the Empe⸗ 
rour, bew mee thp Sonne. TWben the 
Emperour bad lene the childe, bee ſaw & 
marke in the chudes biſage, whereby bee 
might know him anothcr time , and then 
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der ſapd to the Folter thus. 

Dere friend tnoweſt then who J ame 

Nay ſothly quoth the Foſter, fo2 J ne⸗ 
ner (aw pou befoze this time, as farre ag 
J can remember, neuertheleſſe it (@meth 
that pe bea Gentleman. 
Then anſwercd the Emperour and 
ſald, J am, quoth he, ihe Emperour pong 
Tod, whom pe baue lodged this night, 
whereloze right bearfelp J render fo pow 
thanks. 

This hearing, the Foller fell downs 
bpon both his knas at his fete, and be- 
ſonght him of mercy , it that be had offers 
ded his Yighneſle in anp thing he pꝛapes 
dim ts ſozgtne it. Zhen anſwered the 
Emperour and ſaid , be thon nothing a⸗ 
fratd, fo2 J thanke the brartelp foz thy 
god chare ,- and thy Sonne that was 
bozne to night, J will bane foz to nouriſh 
and bzing bp in mp Court, and to moz- 
row A ſhall ſend fog him. g 
O mp gracteus L020, gnoth the Fo- 
cr, it is not fit that luch a noble Empe⸗. 
tem ſhould nonrciſh the childe of bis ſub⸗ 
ect and ſeruant , neocrthelee pour will 
be fulfilled , and when pour meſengers 


tome, 4 ſhall deliner them my @onne. . 
K 2 When 
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When this was fatd, the Emperour 
foke his leaue, and rode home towards 
bis Pallace. And when hee was come 
home, hee called bnto him ſach ſcruants 
as het truſted beſt, and ſaid to them thus. 
de pe, quoih bee, vnto mp Foſter, with 
when J was lodged this night in the 
Fozreſt, and receine of him his lonne, of 
which bis wife was deliuered this nigbt, 
and bpon paine of death, J command port 
that ye delltop him by the wap, and cat 
bis fleſh to the dogges, but bzing with 
pon the heart to me. And except pe fulfill 
my commandement, pt ſhall dye the moſt 
fouleſt death that can be thought. 

Anone his Seruants went to the Fo2- 
ref? and receiued the Follers ſonne, and 
biought him with them, and whenthep 
were come nere vnto the Pallace, one of 
them ſaid : Yow Call ma doe, that w 
may fulftil our Loꝛds commandement in 
deſtroping of this chilÞe - 

Dome anſwered and laid, that the 
Ade held be Naine , and ſome would 
bane ſaued his life , and while they were 
thos firfring among themſeldes: one of 
Wem, that was moſt mercifull, ſaid unte 
the reſt ; O mp god loging friends, heare 

| mp 
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my tounla ile, 7 beſ@ch yon, and pi ſhall 
not repent pon thereol. 

It pe murther this innscent childe, 
mee Hall greatly oſfend almighty God: 


and bchold , here by art poung Pigges, 


kill wee one of them, and then map wes 
take with vs his heart, and pzeſent it bn- 
to the Emperour, ſaying, that it is the 
heat ſ ofthe voung chilze, Then laid thep, 
thy counſatle is god: but what ſhall we 
doe with the childe £ God iricnds (quoth 
he) let vs wꝛap him in ſome clothes, and 
lap him in ſome hollow Trœ, fo: perads 
— God will helpe bim , and ſane 
his life, 

Then he had thus ſaid, they did glad⸗ 
ly alter his counſaile in all things, am 
killed the Bigge, and went their way and 
carted home with them the Pigs heart to 
the Emperour , ſaping bnto him thus: 
Loe, gractoos Lo2d, wee haue deftroped 
the chtide as pe commanded bs, and with 
that they ſhewed him the Pigges heart. 
The Emperour ſuppoſing that it had ben 
tbe childes heart, toke it and caſt it into 
the fire, diſpitcfally ſaping: 

Loe, there is the heart of him which 


ſhonld pans bene Cmperonr after mee, 
R 4 oe 
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Lo what if is to beleene in ddeames any 
biltoas, which be nooght clie but ſanta⸗ 
des and vaine tbm es. 

The lecond dap ofter that the childs 
was put into the hollow tr, there came 
an Eaile fo2 to hun? in that gone , and 
as bis Bounds chaſed an Hart they came 
to this hollow free where the childe lay, 
and when they felt the (enour of the chilbe 
they would goe no further. 

The Earle ſ&ing this, mernailed 
greatly why hie Bounds abode there, and 
ſmote bis Mozſe with bis ſporres , and 
rode a great pace till he tame onto them, 
And when he came vnto the tree wherein 
 thechiide was laid , be loked in at a hole 
aud ſaw there the childe lying, and then 
was he right glad. and twke vp the childs 
in his armes foll loninglp , and bare if 
dome vnde his Caſtle , laping vuto the 
Counteſſe his wie: Loe my d&re wiſe, 
this day bp koziune J haue found a berp 
faire chiide in an hollow tre as Jhunted 

in the Foreſt, whircol Jam right glad, 
And becanſe that J neuer begat ſonne no; 

; danghtcr on thœ, no2 thou neuer pet cons 
eetoed a childe, thercfoze J exhozt thee that 
thou wilt faine thp ſelſe to Gs” 
9. 
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childe , and ſap that thou haſt bozne this 
childe, Te Counteſſe talfiiled right glads 
ly the Carles will and dcfire, and (aid, 


Pp moſt ctrre Lozd, pour will in this 


thing ch ali be done. | 
Not long after this, newes went 
tbzonghout all the country, that the Coun⸗ 


teſſe was delivered of a faire Son, wheres 


loze euery man relopced much. 

The chude began to grow, and was 
right well beloued of tucrpy man, and e- 
ſpeciallp of the Earle ano of the Conn- 
teſſe. Jt befell after, when the chtlde was 
fiftene peeres of age, the Emperour made 


a ſolemne feaſt vnto all the Lo2ds of his 
Empire, bnts the which fcaft this Earle 


was called, and at the dap aſſignedhg 


came, and bzought bis Sonne with bim, 


which was at that time a faire poung 
Squire, and he carned at the boꝛd befo2e 
the Earle. The Empersur greatly be⸗ 


held zim, and ſpied the token in his toꝛe⸗ 


dead which he had ſcene beſoze in the Fo- 
ſters houſe, wherewith bee was greatip 
moved , and bexed within himſclfe , and 
ſaid onto the Carle in this manner wiſe. 
Whole Bonne is this : Certes laid the 
| Cale, hee is my Bonne. Then ſaid the 
Empe⸗ 
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Emperonr. By the ſaith and freſh 
that thou oweſt bnto mee, fell mee the 
trueth. 
The Earle ſceing that bee might not 
excule himlelfe by no manner wile , but 
that nzdcs he muſt fell bim the truth, 
then tolde hee him altogelher, bow bee 
hav found dim in the Foꝛreſt in a hol- 
low tre, This hearing ſhe Emperour 
was almoſt diſtract of his Mittes foz 
anger, and called vnto him his leraants, 
wbich hee had ſent befoze to betrop the 
childe. 
And when thep came befo:e bim, be 
made them to ſweare bpon a boke that 
they honld tcl] him the truth what they 
had done with the childe. 
G2acions Lo2d ſaid they, we peeld bs 
vnto pour grace and godneſſe, foꝛ with- 
out doubt, pittie ſo moncd bs, that wee 
might not deſtroy him, and then wee put 
him in a hollow Tre. but what aſterward 
befell to him, certainelp we know not. and 
in his fead we killed a Big and bꝛougbt 
the heart thereof. 
When the Emperour had heard the 
very truth of the matter, he ſaid bnto the 
Carle. This poung man quoth he — 
abide 
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abide here by me: the Carle immediately 
granted, though it was greatly againſt 
his will. 

When the feaſt was ended, euerp man 
toke his leaue of the Emperour, and 
went whereas they liſt. And at that time 
it foztonced that the Empzeſſe and her 
daugbter ſatourned in another Coontry 
farre from thence, by the commandenent 
of the Emperour: It befell not long after 
the Emperour called bnto him this pong 
Squire, and ſaid, it brhoveth ther / guoih 
be) to ride onto the Empꝛeſle mp wife 
with my Leiters. J am readp at pour 
commandement mp Lozd, ſaid he, to ful⸗ 
fill your deſire. 

Immediately the Emperour did w2ite 
Letters, the intent whereof was this. 
Chat tbe Empieſſe ſhould take the bea⸗ 
rer ot theſe Letters, and let him be dzawne 
Nat the hazſe taile, and after that ſhe (houl? 
iet him be hanged kill he were dead, and 
that on paine of death, UWken the Lef- 
ters were all made and ſealed , then 
the @mperour ſoke them vnto the poung 
Squire, commaunding him fo ſpcede 
im on his iournep. And ſtraight way 
the poung Squire teceined them gladly, 
and 


. 
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and put them cloſe in his boxe, and rodg 
fozth on his iourney. When be bad ris, 
den the oz fanre dapes on his fonrnep, 
in an euening bee came onto a Cady 
whereas dwelt a Knight, and gently de- 
fired of him a nights lodging. 

The Knight (&lng ano bebolding the 
god fauour of the poung Squire. granred 
him lodging, and made dim god chere 
and well to fare, and af et ward bzoughyt 
him into his chamber, and wh:n de was 
there , be went to bed: and immediately 
fell a leepe. fo2 hee was fali wearp of his 
journey, and foꝛgot his bore with the Let- 
ters lying openly in his chamber. 

Uyen the night ſaw the bore, bg 
opened if . and found the Letters ſealed 
with the Emperours figne mandel, and 
was greatly tempted ta open them, and al 
the laſt he opened them neatelp and then 
he rcade how the Emmp2eſſe vpon paint 
of dzath Could pat the bearer of them to 
death, and then he was right fozrow!fnll 
and ſaid within him(clfe : alas (qaoth he) 
it ia great pittie fo deffrop ſo faite a pong 
man: and immediately after the Lntabt 
raced out that wꝛiting, and wꝛote inthe 
lame paper a Letter, laping theſe 

pon 
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Upon paine of death J commaund tha 
that thou take this ponng Squtre, bearer 
of theſe Letters, and iet him be wedded 
without any delap bn's mp Daughter 
and pours, with all the hononr and ſo⸗ 
lemnitp thet can be thought, and when 
thep be married, tha! pa make much ac- 
count of him, as tf hee were pour owne 
lonne , and that be ſupply my tome (ill 4 
tome bato pou mp ſelfe, 

Mpen the Knight had thas waitfen, 
he cioſed the Leffers neatclp and put them 
into the bore againe. Earelp in the m8z- 
ning the young Squire aroſe, and verp 
haſtely made him ready, and foke bis 
leane ofthe Knigbtf, and rode ſoꝛth on bis 
laurnev, and the third day affer he came 
onto ihe Empzeſſe, and (alated ber-right 
1 fully in the Empetours bebalfe, and 
aue her the Me. ters. 

And when toe Empꝛeſſe had read 
them, anone ſhe (ent loꝛth her meflengers 
thzough the Country, commannding the 
States and Gentlemen to come bnto ber 


Danghters wedding at acert.ine day als 


ſigned, 
When the day was come, thither came | 


manp great Lozds and Ladies, and 
| anone 


- —— we —— — — 2 — 


The Hiſtofie of 
anone this poung Squire eſponſed ſhe 
Empcroars Daughtet, with great hene; 
ano dignitte, accozding fo the tensur of 
the letters, and was right well belduecd, 
and much honoured among the people. 

Not long after it befell, that the Em⸗ 
perour came into that Countrie, and 
when the Empzeſle heard of her Lozds 
comming, ſhe twke with her, her Donne 
in law, with much other people, and went 

— 1 the Emperour, foz to welcome 
him 

When the Emperour ſaw this poung 
Squire leading the Empꝛeſle his wile be 
was greatly moned within himſelfe and 
ſaid. O thou curſed woman, becauſe thou 
bat not fuifilied my commandement, 
un ſhalt die an euill death. 

Omp dere Loꝛd (quoth ſhee ) all that 
ye commanded me to doe Jhane fulfil! 
led. Hap curſed woman ſaid theGmperoz 
if is not ſo, fo2 JF wzote tothe that then 
Houlveft put bim to death, and now J ſa 
him alias. 

Mp Lo2d, quoth the Empꝛeſle, you 
wote to me that J ſhould gine dim pont 
Daughter to Mike, and that on paine 


of Death, in witelle whereol los _ 
pon 
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* with pour owne ſcale mas 


don the Emperdur heard this, ber 
wons:ed greatly and laid. Js he eſpouſen 
thew fo wp Daughter: Pea, ſothly ſaid 
we Empzefſe long agoe, with much lo. 
leumitie and great wozſhip,and as I pers 
ceive' pour Daughter is with Childe. 
Then ſaid the Emperour : O thou L620 
JeſaCh2ilt, it is great folly to firine as 
gainſt thy ozdinance, therefoze ſith it is 
ſo, thy will mult nedes be fnifiiled, And 
with that har toke his ſoune in law in 
his armes end killed him, which after 
his death was Emperour,and ended his 
life in relt and peace. 


The Morrall. I 
» This Emperonr may betoken Herod, . 
oꝛ elle euery Tirant, which walked alone 25 
without truth, till he came fo the foſters 
honſe, that is, the Church, which is the 
honſe of God. This Herod would tzaue 
Caine this Childe Jeſn, wherefoze he ſent 
Pelſengers to ſerke him, acco2ding to the 
Scripture of Saint Matthew ſhewing 
bu her commanded the thze Kings to 
ehe bim, and being him tidings —— 
where 
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Where he was, that bee might tame am 
wo:ſhip him aiſo, but this ſatd he not fo;] 
| lone, bat foz deteit. The Foſter betoke 
_- neth loſeph, our Ladies huſband, which | 

; kept him: but when the tha& Kings 
came they flew dim not, but wozlſhippe 
| bim on their knees. and left tim in the hol 
i low Tre of his God-head, The Cari 
11. that came and found this childe , beteke 
neth the holp Ghoſt, which warned Ic 
ſeph by the Angell in his flepe, that hi 
ſhonld take our Lady and her (onne an 
fler into the land of Egypt. 
This mo:rai!y, map be bnderffod 
therwtile, This Cmperognr may betokt 
a finner that wali:cth in the Fozreſl 
\ this wozld , ſcetng vanifies ano noug 
elle, bnto the time de come to the youre 
od, and there he is receined courteve 
ofthe Pꝛela e ot the Chorch, if bee u 
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F | dbepthecommandements of God. 
148 But manp ol vs now a dapes ſlpe 
FR: the Church, wien we p2aciſe not accu 
TIX ding to our pꝛoleſſton, nd therefoꝛe ong! 
IT) we alſo to dzead the ayer which 1 bat 

\ rehearſed. By the firſt cake , there ma! 


be vbnderſfed the great benefit that he 
gane ther when hee put in the a Bon 
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nade fo his owne ſimſlitude, By the le⸗ 
ond take, is bnderſfod the ſonne of the 
ether of heanen , which was boznc of 
ze blefſcd UMirgin Mary. Bp the third 
ke, is bnderſtod the ſame ſonne of God, 
which oped bpon the Croſſe. 
By the firſt yceld, is bnderffod that 
pe onght fo pe&ld our ſoule vnto almighs 
z God, as cleane and as faire as he gans- 
{ vs alter our regencration in Baptiſme. 
Sp the ſecond yceld , is onderſtod that 
zee enght to p&eld honour, wozſhip, and 
ue onto almightie God, and man. Bp 
e third yeeld, is bnderſt@d , thal wee 
uabt to peeld to God true confeſſion of: 
** contrition of heart, and amendment 
life. 
The firſt flee, befokeneth inne which 
peſhould flee, The ſccond fl-e, betoke⸗ 
eth the wozld, which we could flee, fo; 
ze great falſhod And temptations that 
fe therein. The third flee , betokeneth 
verlaſting paine, the which wee onght to 
le, thzough Falth and her fruftes,by the 
phich we map come the rather vnto ever⸗ 
aſting (op and bliſſe. Unts which bzing 
3 our Logd Jeſus, Amen, 725 
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The Argument. 


The Soule of man being rauiſhed by the 
tyrannie of ſinne, ſhe com plaineth vn- 
to Chriſt, which heareth her. The 
Tyrant is ouercome by Chriſt, who 
eſpouſeth her vnto him, preparing a 
place of perpetuall ioy for her. Chriſt 

receiueth the penitent ſinner to his 
mercie by his death and paſſion, v here- 
fore we ought to ſhew our ſelues thank- 
full vnto him, that he may endue vs with 
the bleſſing of his euerlaſting felicity, 
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There dwelt) ſometime in Rome t 
mighty Emptroz named Sauracinus, 
which ozdained a law, that whoſoeuer ra- 
viſhed a Uirgin ſh2vld die, and if ſheet 
were re ned, then hee that reſcued her“ 
ſhould haue her ts wiſe, if him liſt, and i 
be would not marrie her, then ſhonld ſhe 
be guided and eſpooſed by his counſell 
It betell vpon a dap that a Tpꝛant, na. 
med Poncianus, led a Uirgin into a Fo 
reſt and deflouied her ol her 9 

n 
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And when he had ſo done, he would haue 
flaine der, and as he was diſpoy ling her 
of ber clothes, there came riding by that 
Foꝛreſt a gentle Knight, which beard the 
crying and lamenting of the Damſell, 
wherefoze hee [mote his hozſe with the 
ſpurs, and rode a great pace into the Fozs 
reſt. to ſæ what it might be. Now when 


ked (ane onelp her ſmocke, to whom ſpake 
the Knight : art thou ſhe (ſaid hee) that 
cried ſo lamentably: Then anlwered the 
Damſell and ſaid , Yea certaine, fo2 this 
man that ſtandeth here hath rauiſhed me; 
and defloured mee of mp Mapdenhead, 
and now he would lap me, and therefoze 
hee hath diſpopled mee of mp clothes, fog 
the lone of God, gentle Linight helpe me 
now, Zhen ſaid the Tpꝛant, ſhe» lpeth, 
fo; the is mp wife, and J have found her 
in adulterp with another man, and thete- 
foze J will lap her. Then ſatd the Unight, 
J beleue better the woman then the, 
fo toe, the tokens appeareth openly in 
her viſage, that than haſt raniſheo her, 
therefoze will J fight with thee fo2 her de⸗ 
linerance, And immediately they backs 


led both together, and fought cagerip, 
© 2 till 


he came he (at a woman ſtanding ali na- 
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lill tbey were both ſoze wounded, Nener- 
thelefle the Knight obtained the vieozp, 
and put the Tpꝛant to flight. 
Then ſaid the Knight bnto the wo⸗ 
man, Loe, J baue ſouffrred foz thy lous 
many ſoze wounds, and have ſaned the 
from death , wilt thou therefoze pꝛomiſe 
fo be my wife - 

Thereto J aſſenf, quoth (hee, with all 
my heart, and thereupon I plight the my 
troth, When thep was thus enſured then 


laid the Knight as followeth : 


Hire beſide is my Caſtle , goe thither 
and abide there till J baue viſited my 
friends and kinſemen, and pꝛonuide ſoz all 
things ne&defull foz our wedding, foz J 
purpoſe to make a great feaſt fo2 both aut 
bonours, Pp Lozd, quoth ſhe, J am rea⸗ 
die to fnlfill your will. Then went (hee 
fozth vnto the Caſtle , whereas ſhee was 
wozthilp receined: and the Knight went 
bnto his friends fo2 to bid them to the 
marriage, In the mcane while came 
Poncianus the tpꝛant to the Knights Cas 
le, and pzapcd her that hee might ſpeake 
with her. Then came ſhee downe from 
the Caſtle to him. This ty2ant ſubtilly 


flattered her, and (aid ; Gentle Lone, 8 
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(f pleaſe you to conſent to me, J ſhall gine 
you both gold and ſiluer, and great riches, 
and J ſhall be pont ſeruant, and pe mp 
Doueraigne. When the woman heard 
this, full lightly ſhe was deceined thzongh 
dis flattering language, and granted him 
to be his wife, and toke him to her into 
the Caſtle. 
It was not long after but that this 
Iinight came home and found the Caſtie 
gate ſhat, and knocked thereat, but long 
i was ere hee might have anp anſwere, 
And at the laſt the woman came and des 
maunded why bee knocked at the gat: 


ha thon ſo lone changed thy loue : let 
me come in, Nap ſarely, ſaid ſhee, thou 
ſhalt not come here, fo2 J haue here wih 
me my Lone which J loned befo2e, Re- 
member quoth the Knight, thou gaueſt 
me thy froth to be mp wife, and how J 
ſaved ther from death, and if thou ponder 
not thy faith, behold my wounds which 1 
haue ſuffered in mp bodp foz thy loue. 
And anone he vnclathed himſelſe naked 
all ſane his hoſcn, that be might Gew his 
{ Wounds openlp. But the would nat ſ& 
t dem, noz ſpeake moze with him, but Gut 
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Chen laid he to her: O dere Lady, why 
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faft the gate and went her way. And when | 
the Knight law this, bee went to the Zu⸗ 
ice and made his complaint.to him, pꝛap- 
ing him io giue right wiſe indgement on 
this tyzant and this woman, 

Then the Judge called ſhem befoze 
bim, and when they were come, the 
Antgbt ſaid thus: Mp Lo2d, quoth be, 
J alke the benefit of the Law, which 
is this : 

Ika man reſcue a woman from rant- 
ſhing, tbe reſcoer (hall marrp her if him 
liſt, and this woman J delivered from 
the hands of the tpꝛant, therefoze J ought 
to haue her to my wife; and furthermoze, 
cher gaue ine her faith and troth to mat, 
ry with me, and thereupon ſhe went 
to my Caſtle, and J baue bene at great 
colt again our wedding, and therefoze 
as if ſœæmeth me, ſhe is mp wife bp the 
Law. Then ſaib the Jodge tothe Typ, 
ranf, Thon knoweſt well that this 
Joight delivered her from thp bands, 
and foz her lone bath ſuffered grieuons 
in an2s, and ſhcrefoze well thou wolkeſt 
tha! ſheis his wife by the Law, tf that 
bim liff. But after her deliverance with 
ftattering lpech thou haſt decetued ber, 
therefoze 
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\erefo:e J fudge the fo be hanged, 
- Then ſafd the Judge fo the woman 
ikewiſe, O woman, thou knoweſt how 
us Knight ſaned thee from Death, and 
heren pon thou betokeſt him thy faith and 
oth to be his wiſe, theretoze by two rea⸗ 
ns thou art his wie: fist, by the law, 
nd after bp faith and fro!h, This not- 
ithifanding thou conſenteſt afterward 
) the Tyzant, and b2zongbfcff him into 
je Knights Caſtle, and ſhutteſt the gate 
gainſt the Knight, and mouldeſt not (& - 
is wounds Which hee ſaffered lo: thy 
zue, and therekoze J iudge the to be 
anged alſo, And ſo it was done, both the 
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, (niſher and ſhe that was raviſhed were 
t Neondemned to the death, whcrefoze euerp 

(Pan pꝛaiſed the Judge foz his right wile 

6 udgement. 

The Morrall. 

This Emperour betokeneth the Fa⸗ 


her of heauen, which o2datned lo: 2 late, 
hat if the ſonle of man were rariſhed 
om God, bp finne, the ſaver of the 
ule thonld eſpouſe her, if him liſt. The 
doman that was raniſhed betokeneth 
e ſonle of man, which was raniſheÞ by 
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the ſinne of our foze-father Adam, and led 
ont of Paradiſc into the Fozreſt of this 
w2etched wozld 'by ſhe Tpꝛant Poncig. 
nus, which betokeneth the Diuell, and he 
not onelp defiled her, by leſing of the hy, 
ritage of heauen, but alſo hee would lay 
ber with eacrloſting paine. But the ſouly 
cried with an high vopce , whoſe cry our 
- Lozd Jeſus Chziſt heard. This cry wag 
maze when Adam cried after the ople of 
mercy : and the Patriarkes and 90, 
phets crped foz remedie, ſaping theſe 
1030s! O thou the higheſt in the Eaſt, vi. 
{ite thou vs,&c, The Bnight betokeneth 
out Lozd Jelu Chꝛiſt, which came from 
heauen and ſought with the Tpzant, tha. 
is, the Diuell, and both they were (0: 
wonndeo, Foz our Lozd Jeſu Cha 
was wounded in the fleſh, and the Dinel 
mapmed in his kingdome, wherefoze ſht 
waman, that is, the ſoule, gane her faith 
and truth bnto Chꝛiſt Jeſus, when ſhe! 
became Chiiſlion, la ping theſe wozds : 3 
fo:lake ihe Dine ſl ano all dis pzide, and 
bele3* in God the Father Almightp. 
Then oꝛdained out Lozd Jeſu Chaif 
a marriage betwæne him and her, with 
the two lpeciall Sacraments of Baptilme 
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and the Lozds Supper, whereof map be 
made a ſtrong Caſtle againſt the Dinell. 
Alſo our Lozd commannded the ſoule to 
kepe ber fill in the Caſtell of vertvue, till 
be went to his friends foz to pꝛouide that 
was n&defull: that is, cur Lozd Jeſa 
Cbꝛiſt aſcended to deauen to pꝛepare fo3 
her a dwelling place of euerlaſting joy, 
whereas we hould dwell affer the day of 
Judgement with our Lozd God in hos 
nour and glozp, 

But alas, in the meane time came the 
diuell and beguiled the wzetched ſoule by 
a deadly ſinne, and (0 hee entred into the 
Caſtle of our heart, which ſhould be the 
Caſtle of God, The Knight Jeſu knocked 
at the gate of our heart, accozding to the 


Loe, J Cand at the deze and knocke, if 
anp man will open that J map enter. 
Bult where the Diuel is, God doth not en⸗ 
ter, except the ſinner will receine him by 
repentance, which ling our Lozd hang⸗ 
ing vpen the Croſſe, that we map ſe his 
blodp wounds which he ſufferev fo2 bs, 
that wee ſinners ſhould be the rather 
= mindfall ot᷑ his laue. Foz from the crowne 
= of his head vnto the ſole of his fete, 3 
l | K 


Stripture, Ecce ſto ad oſtium & pulſo. 
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no whole place. Therefoze ſaith the zs, 
phet Efay, Attendite, videte ſi eſt dolor ſi- 
cut dolor meus, &c. Behols and ſe, if any 
ſozrow be like to my ſoꝛrow. 
MTherefoze he is a wꝛetehed man that 
will not be conuerted bnto his Lozd God, 
bat lpeth Cill in deadly finne , wherefoze 
when hee is called betoze the high Judge, 
hee hall be condemned. fo enerlaſting 
death. Zherefoze Uudie wee fo open the 
doze of our hearts with fruit full faith vn. 
fo almighty God, and then without doubt 
wee ſhall obfaine euerlaſling lite. Unfo 
the which bzing vs our Lo2d Jeſu Child. 
Amen, TY- 
The. Argument. } : 
The belly and ſoule of man being made 
(by Gods grace) the Temple of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, doe giue themſelues to ſerue 
and pleaſe God in this life, and fo loue 
God and their neighbours according 
to bis lawes: and though the body by 
death ſuffer mortall affliction for a 
time, yet by Faith, Hope and Charitie 
in Chriſt leſus, both body and ſoule 


(hall inherite life and ioy everlaſting, i 
The i 
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The 44. Hiſtorie. 


T is read of a certaine Romane Em- 
perour, which erecting fo2 himſelte a 
nodlp monument o2 Tombe, as the las 
zonrers digged in ide ground of his Pal- 
ice thep found a coffin of gold, bound 
bout with three hopes, and vpon the 
zopes was engranen theſe woꝛds, l haue 
pent. 1 haue giue n. I haue kept. I haue 
ad. I now haue. I haue loſt, 1 am puni- 
hed, That which I ſpent I had. That 
phich I gaue I haue. TWWhen ide Empe⸗ 
our ſaw this, he called together his Nos 
les and States, and laid bnfo them, Py 
ozds , goe and conſider among pour 
eines, what this ſuperſcription meas 
ieth:bnto whom the Nobles ſhoztlp after 
eturned this anſwer, ſa ping ie meaning 
tdis inſcription is no otherwiſe but 
his: There was a certaine Emperonr 
our pzedeceflonr which deſired fo leaue 
ehinde him an example to others, that 
hep might foilow him in god life and cons 
irſafion,viz. I haue ſpent my life in indge 
2 others rightcouſlp, and gouerning my 
Elle acco2ding fo ſhe rule of reaſon] haue 
'wen, fo my ſouldiers things * : 
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bnfo the phie maintenance and lining : 
and to enerp one as to mp ſelte, actoꝛding 
to their deſcrts. I haue kept, in all mp 
wozks righteouſnes, mercy to them that 
ner de it, and ts wozkemen thetr wozthie 
wages. I haue had a liberal any a con- 


I haue giuen riches in their neceſſitie, e lo- 
ging fauoꝛ at all times I haue had, a hand 


fo tame and (abdue enemies, fo protect 


and defend friends, and to puniſh Offen- 
ders. I haue loſt, foliſhneſſe, the fr iend⸗ 


ſhip of enemies, and the luff oz laſciuiouſ⸗ 


nelle ol the fleſh. 1 am puniſhed, now by 
death, becanſe J belcened not as J onghf 
fo haue done in one God eternall, I am 

iſhed J lap, alas, becauſe J cannot re- 
dieme mp ſelſe, but by the merits of C hꝛiſt 
Jeſus the ſaviour of the wozld, Mhen 
the Emperour afozeſaid heard the meas 


fed on this manner, and how long that de⸗ 
teaſed Empersur had lined, hee thereby 
governed himſcife and his ſabi:>s moze 
p:onidently ,. and ended his life in Gods 


peace, with much honour. 


The 


fant beart, fo enerp one which ſerued me, 


nings of the infcriptions wiſely inferpze- 
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The Morrall. 


Dire friends, this Emperour map be 
called enery god Thzilkian man oz wos 
man, which ought and is bound to ere 
and redifie a Tombe, that is, his heart 
p2epared bnto God, that he map perfozme 
his will abone all things: And ſo diggeth 
in the ground of his hearf bp contrition 
and ſozrowfall repentance fo2 his ſinnes, 
and ſo (hall be finde a golden Coffin, that 
is, a bodpdead to ſinne, but his ſoule gars 
niſhed with vertues, by Gods grace ſo 
granting the ſame, and bound about wiſh 
th2e golden hopes, viz. with Faith, 
Hope, and Charitie, What then was ins 
grauen in the ſame thꝛe hopes Firſt, I 
haue ſpent ; where it map be aſked, what 
 haſf thou (ſpent - The god Chꝛiſtian ans 
ſwereth, mp body and ſoule in the ſr. 
nice of God: if anp of pon beſtow his 
fempo2all life lo, hee ſhall be aſſored of a 
great reward, euen of life enerlaſting. 
The ſecond inſcription, is, I haue kept, 
what halt thou kept 2 the god Ch2iſtian 
anlwereth, a contrite humble heart, and 
prepared bnto God, fo doe mbatſacncr 


his god pleaſare was, The third wy” 
tion 


2 The Hiſtorie of 

tion is, I haue given, what baſt thay 
giuen - The god Chꝛiſtian anſwereth 
Lone vnto God with all mp heart, with 
all mp ſoule, ano with all mp minde, and 
lone vnts mp neighbonr, acco2ding fo the 
commandement of God, The fourth in, 
ſcription is, I have had, what haſt thoy 
had - the god Ch2iſkian aniwereth and 
ſaith , ſarely a wzetched lite, becanſe 3 
was conceiued in ſinne and bozne in ini, 
quitie, and was alſo fozmed of vile and 
baſe matter. Fiftly, what is that inſcrip- 
tion I haue? The god Cbꝛiſtian anſwe, 
reth, mp Baptiſme, ano thereby am made 
the ſouldier of Cheiſt, bp berfues which 
God gaue mne in mp 13aptiſme,where be- 
foe J was the Bond, laue of Sathan, 
Dirtly, what is that inſcription , I haue 
loſt ? To this aniwereth the god Chz2t- 
ſtian, ſureip the fauonr of God, by mine 
owne deſerfs , pct all the ſinnes which 3 
haue committed againſt God, J haue by 
repenfance cozrected #amended : becauſc 
repentance is one meane, but Ch:iſfs me- 
rits chieflp and (pectalip cleanſcth vs from 
j{l finne, Seauentbip, what is that in⸗ 
ſcription, Iam puniſhed ? The god Chꝛi⸗ 


fan anlwereth and ſaith, becauſe J am 
8 afflicted | 
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affliced by death foz the offences and ſins 
in mp like. Eiabtlip, what is that inſcrip- 
tion, I haue ſpent that which I had? To 
this anſwereth the god Cbziſtian, laping: 
J have beftowed mp life time here in the 
wozkes of mercp', by the grace which I 
receined of mp Loo Jeſus Chꝛiſt Ninths 
ly, what is that inſcription, that which I 
gaue, I haue ? Sureip in all mp tempozall 
life J gaue all my counſell, whole allent, 
and will which J dad, fo be the ſeruant 
of God, and now it is the god will and 
pleaſure of God, that J ſhall remaine 
with him in the topes of enerlaſts 
ing life in heauen, onto the 
which Jelus Chzilt our Da- 
niour bzing vs all. 
Amen. 
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